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Transforming Tribalism into Nationalism
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(10) And Hashem spoke by His servants the prophets, saying,
(11) "Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these
abominations, and has acted more wickedly than the Amorites
that were before him, and he has caused Judah also to sin with
his idols; (12) therefore thus says Hashem, the God of Israel,
'Behold, I bring such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that
whoever hears of it, both his ears shall tingle.
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(9) And Hashem spoke to Gad, David's seer, saying, (10) "Go

and speak to David, saying, 'Thus says Hashem, 'l offer you
three things; choose one of them, that I may do it to you."
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Rabbi Hama bar Hanina says: For what reason was the portion
discussing murderers stated with harsh language, as it is written:

“And the Lord spoke [vayedabber] to Joshua saying: Speak
[dabber] to the children of Israel, saying: Assign you the cities
of refuge of which I spoke [dibbarti] to you by means of Moses”
(Joshua 20:1-2). It is because they are ‘words’ of the Torah.
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might flee. (14) And if a person schemes against his fellow to
kill him with cunning, from my altar you shall take him to die.
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“And I will appoint for you”; during your lifetime. “A place”;
from your place. “Where he may flee”; this teaches that Israel
would exile in the wilderness. To where did they exile to the
Levite camp.
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(12) He who strikes a man so that he dies, shall surely be put to

death. (13) But he who did not act with premeditation, but God
caused it to happen, I will make for you a place to which he
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And are there no more? But isn’t it written: “... and beyond
them you shall give forty-two cities” (Numbers 35:6). Abaye
said: These six admit whether deliberately or inadvertently.
Those 42 admit only deliberately.
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To where are they exiled? To cities of refuge, to three cities that
were in the east bank of the Jordan and to three cities that were
in the land of Canaan, as it is stated: “Three cities shall you give
beyond the Jordan and three cities shall you give in the land of
Canaan;... (Numbers 35:14). Until the three cities of refuge that
were in Eretz Yisrael were selected, the three that were in the
east bank of the Jordan were not operational. As it is stated: “Six
cities of refuge shall they be” (Numbers 35:13), until all six of
them admit as one...
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(4) And he shall flee to one of those cities, and shall
stand at the entrance of the gate of the city, and
declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city;
and they shall take him into the city to them, and give him
a place, that he may dwell among them. (5) And if the
avenger of blood pursues after him, then they shall not
deliver up the manslayer into his hand, because he smote
his neighbor unawares, and he did not hate him
beforehand. (6) And he shall dwell in that city until he
stand before the congregation for judgment, until the
death of the high priest that shall be in those days; then
the manslayer may return and come to his own city, and
to his own house, to the city from where he fled."
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(11) But if any man hates his
neighbor, and lies in wait for him,
and rises up against him, and
strikes him mortally so that he
dies, and he flees into one of these
cities, (12) then the elders of his
city shall send and bring him
there, and deliver him into the
hand of the avenger of blood, that
he may die.
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(24) then the congregation shall
judge between the striker and
the avenger of blood according to
these ordinances. (25) And the
congregation shall deliver the
manslayer out of the hand of the
avenger of blood, and the
congregation shall restore him to
his city of refuge, where he had
fled. And he shall dwell therein
until the death of the high priest,
who was anointed with the holy
oil.

The cities include the six cities of refuge and 42 additional cities.
When cities of refuge will be added in the era of Mashiach, all
will be given to the Levites.
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Although the tribe of Levi does not have an ancestral portion
within Eretz [Yisrael], the Jewish people were commanded to
give them cities to dwell in and [additional] residential property.
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18. Blog: Famous Misquotations: (Alexander
Atkins)

“A Civilization is Measured by How It Treats Its

Weakest Members”

“The greatness of a nation can be judged by how it

treats its weakest member”’
Mahatma Gandhi... Gandhi never said these words!!

Pearl Buck (1892-1973), best known for The Good
Earth:
“Our society must make it right and possible for
old people not to fear the young or be deserted by
them, for the test of a civilization is the way that

’

it cares for its helpless members.’

Hubert Humphrey (1911-1978) U.S. VP 1965-

1969, Democratic National Convention 7/13/76
“The ultimate moral test of any government is the
way it treats three groups of its citizens. First,
those in the dawn of life — our children. Second,
those in the shadows of life — our needy, our sick,
our handicapped. Third, those in the twilight of
life — our elderly.”
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(27) And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the
blood, on the altar of Hashem your God; and the blood of your
sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar of Hashem your God,
and you shall eat the flesh. (28) Observe and hear all these words
which I command you, that it may go well with you and with
your children after you forever, when you do that which is good
and right in the eyes of Hashem your God. (29) When Hashem
your God shall cut off the nations from before you, where you
go in to dispossess them, and you dispossess them and dwell in
their land
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(11) And you shall rejoice before Hashem your God, you, and
your son, and your daughter, and your male servant, and your
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Why did the Levites not receive a portion in the inheritance of
Eretz Yisrael and in the spoils of war like their brethren?
Because they were set aside to serve God and minister unto Him
and to instruct people at large in His just paths and righteous
judgments, as [Deuteronomy 33:10] states: "They will teach
Your judgments to Jacob and Your Torah to Israel." Therefore
they were set apart from the ways of the world. They do not
wage war like the remainder of the Jewish people, nor do they
receive an inheritance, nor do they acquire for themselves
through their physical power. Instead, they are God's legion, as
[ibid.:11]: states: "God has blessed His legion" and He provides
for them, as [Numbers 18:20] states: "I am your portion and your
inheritance."
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(10) He said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's
blood cries out to me from the ground. (11) And now, cursed are
you by the ground which opened its mouth to take in your
brother's blood from your hands. (12) When you work the
ground, it will no longer give its strength to you; you will be a
restless wanderer on the earth." (13) Kayin said to Hashem, "My
punishment is too great to bear. (14) Behold, you have banished
me today from the face of the earth, and from your face I will be
hidden. I am to be a restless wanderer on the earth; all who find
me will kill me!" (15) Hashem said to him, "Therefore, whoever
kills Kayin will suffer sevenfold vengeance." Hashem placed a
sign on Kayin so that any who would find him would not smite
him. (16) Kayin went out from before God, and he settled in the
land of Nod, to the east of Eden.
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Rabbi Nehemya said: Cain’s sentence was unlike the sentence

of murderers, as he had no one from whom he could learn. From
here on, “anyone who kills Cain” will be killed.
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female servant, and the Levite who is within your gates, and the
foreigner, and the fatherless, and the widow, who are in your
midst, in the place which Hashem your God shall choose to
cause His name to dwell there. (12) You shall remember that
you were a bondservant in Egypt: and you shall observe and do
these statutes.

(13) You shall keep the feast of tents seven days, when you have
gathered in from your threshing floor and from your winepress.
(14) And you shall rejoice in your feast, you, and your son, and
your daughter, and your male servant, and your female servant,
and the Levite, and the foreigner, and the fatherless, and the
widow, who are within your gates.
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(10) They shall teach Jacob your ordinances, and Israel your

law. They shall put incense before you, and whole burnt offering
on your altar.

v:9 /a7 .22

D222 MY TYN VHVDIN BH7D DNINDDIN HN

: 09YND AT NN 77 1T HYIT) OO

(9) And you shall come to the priests, the Levites, and to the

judge who shall be in those days: and you shall inquire; and they
shall tell you the matter of judgment.
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(7) For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should

seek the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of Hashem of
Hosts.
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(3) I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood,
fire, and pillars of smoke. (4) The sun will be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible
day of Hashem comes. (5) It will happen that whoever will call
on the name of Hashem shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and
in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, as Hashem has said,
and among the remnant, those whom Hashem calls.
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