
 

Rivkah and Galadriel's Mirror: Parashat 
Toldot 

Source Sheet by Ruth Shane 
 
 

Last week Avraham's wife Sarah died. She was his Princess (שרה), his General, 
his Commander. She was also Yitzchak's mama who loved him fiercely and did 
not like his brother Yishmael. Her absence leaves a hole in the souls of both 
men. Her absence creates a vacuum in the family and in the saga of Genesis. 
Last week we saw a girl step into and fill that void for both Yitzchak and 
Avraham. Now we want to know more about this Rivkah. 
 

 
 כ״ד:ט״ז בראשית

֗ )טז( נעֲַּרָ ֙ טבַֹת֤ וְהַֽ ד מַרְאֶה ה מְאֹ֔ תולָּ֕ רֶ֣ד יְדָעָהּ֑ לאֹ֣ וְאִ֖ישׁ בְּ יְנָה וַתֵּ  הָעַ֔
מַלֵּא֥ הּ וַתְּ ֖ עַל׃ כַדָּ  וַתָּֽ

 
Genesis 24:16 

(16) The maiden was very beautiful—[and] a virgin, no man having known 
her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up. 
 

 
 י״ב:י״א בראשית

י )יא( ר֥ וַיְהִ֕ אֲשֶׁ יב כַּ יְמָה לָבוֹ֣א הִקְרִ֖ ֙ מִצְרָ֑ רַי֣ וַיּאֹ֙מֶר וֹ אֶל־שָׂ תּ֔  הִנֵּה־נָא֣ אִשְׁ
י עְתִּ י֛ יָדַ֔ ה֥ כִּ ָ ׃ יְפַת־מַרְאֶ֖ה אִשּׁ תְּ  אָֽ

 
Genesis 12:11 

(11) As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a 
beautiful woman you are. 
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 כ״ט:י״ז בראשית
֙ רַכּוֹ֑ת לֵאָ֖ה וְעֵיניֵ֥ )יז( ה וְרָחֵל יְתָ֔ ה׃ וִיפַת֥ יְפַת־תּאַֹ֖ר הָֽ  מַרְאֶֽ

 
Genesis 29:17 

(17) Leah had weak eyes; Rachel was shapely and beautiful. 
 

 
 כ״ד:ס״ז-כ״ה:ב׳ בראשית

֙ יִצְחָק֗ וַיְבִאֶהָ֣ )סז( רָה֣ הָאהֱֹ֙לָה וֹ שָׂ ח֧ אִמּ֔ קַּ הִי־ל֥וֹ אֶת־רִבְקָה֛ וַיִּ ֖ה וַתְּ ָ  לְאִשּׁ
נָּחֵם֥ וַיֶּאֱהָבֶהָ֑ וֹ׃ אַחֲרֵי֥ יִצְחָ֖ק וַיִּ ח֥ אַבְרָהָם֛ וַיסֶֹּ֧ף }פ{)א( אִמּֽ קַּ ֖ה וַיִּ ָ  אִשּׁ

מָהּ֥ ה׃ ושְּׁ לֶ֣ד )ב( קְטורָּֽ ֙ לוֹ֗ וַתֵּ ן אֶת־זִמְרָן ן וְאֶת־יׇקְשָׁ֔  וְאֶת־מִדְיָן֑ וְאֶת־מְדָ֖
ק֖ בָּ וּחַ׃ וְאֶת־יִשְׁ  וְאֶת־שֽׁ

 
Genesis 24:67-25:2 

(67) Isaac then brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he took 
Rebekah as his wife. Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort after his mother’s 
death. (1) Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. (2) She bore 
him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 
 

 
 י״ב:א׳ בראשית

ם יהוה וַיּאֹ֤מֶר )א( ֛ אֶל־אַבְרָ֔ ֥ לֶךְ־לְךָ ךָ֖ מֵאַרְצְךָ וֹלַדְתְּ י֣ת ומִּמּֽ  אָבִי֑ךָ ומִּבֵּ
ר֥ אֶל־הָאָ֖רֶץ ׃ אֲשֶׁ ךָּ  אַרְאֶֽ

 
Genesis 12:1 

 said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s יהוה(1)
house to the land that I will show you. 
 

 
 כ״ד:נ״ח בראשית
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קְרְאוּ֤ )נח( ֙ וַיִּ יהָ וַיּאֹמְרוּ֣ לְרִבְקָה  וַתּאֹ֖מֶר הַזֶּה֑ עִם־הָאִי֣שׁ הֲתֵלְכִי֖ אֵלֶ֔
ךְ׃  אֵלֵֽ

 
Genesis 24:58 

(58) They called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And 
she said, “I will.” 
 

 
 כ״ה:כ״ב בראשית

צְצוּ֤ )כב( תְרֹֽ ֙ וַיִּ נִים הּ הַבָּ קִרְבָּ֔ ן וַתּאֹ֣מֶר בְּ ה אִם־כֵּ֔ לֶ֖ךְ אָנֹכִ֑י זֶּה֖ לָמָּ֥  וַתֵּ
 אֶת־יהוה׃ לִדְרשֹׁ֥

 
Genesis 25:22 

(22) But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do I 
exist?” She went to inquire of יהוה, 
 

 
 כ״א:י״ז בראשית

מַע֣ )יז( שְׁ ֒ אֶת־קוֹ֣ל אֱלהִֹים֮ וַיִּ ֩ הַנעַַּ֒ר קְרָא ֙ מַלְאַךְ֨ וַיִּ אֱלהִֹי֤ם ׀ אֶל־הָגָר
ִ מ      ׀     ריִם יֹּ֥אמֶ  אה֖    ךְ֣ ָּ ־ל        מַ֧ע

   ים ִ֛   ל וֹ֥  רַ ע
 
Genesis 21:17 

(17) God heard the cry of the boy, and a messenger of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has 
heeded the cry of the boy where he is. 
 

 
 כ״ה:כ״ג בראשית

 לָהּ֗ יהוה וַיּאֹ֨מֶר )כג(
ניֵ֤ ךְ )גיים(]גוֹיִם֙[ שְׁ בִטְנֵ֔  בְּ
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ניֵ֣ ים ושְּׁ עַיִ֖ךְ לְאֻמִּ֔ דוּ מִמֵּ רֵ֑  יִפָּ
֙ ץ מִלְאםֹ֣ ולְּאםֹ אֱמָ֔  יֶֽ

ב יר׃ יַעֲבדֹ֥ וְרַ֖  צָעִֽ
 
Genesis 25:23 

(23) and יהוה answered her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, 
Two separate peoples shall issue from your body; 
One people shall be mightier than the other, 
And the older shall serve the younger.” 
 

 
 כ״ה:כ״ד-כ״ז בראשית

מְלְאוּ֥ )כד( דֶת יָמֶ֖יהָ וַיִּ הּ׃ תוֹמִ֖ם וְהִנֵּה֥ לָלֶ֑ בִטְנָֽ ֙ וַיֵּצֵא֤ )כה( בְּ  הָרִאשׁוֹן
י וֹ אַדְמוֹנִ֔ לּ֖ רֶ֣ת כֻּ אַדֶּ עָר֑ כְּ קְרְאוּ֥ שֵׂ מ֖וֹ וַיִּ ו׃ שְׁ ן )כו( עֵשָֽׂ חֲרֵי־כֵ֞  אָחִי֗ו יָצָא֣ וְאַֽ

֙ וְיָד֤וֹ עֲקֵב֣ אחֶֹזֶ֙ת ו בַּ קְרָא֥ עֵשָׂ֔ מ֖וֹ וַיִּ י֥ם וְיִצְחָק֛ יַעֲקֹב֑ שְׁ ִ שּׁ ן־שִׁ נָה֖ בֶּ לֶ֥דֶת שָׁ  בְּ
ם׃ ֙ )כז( אתָֹֽ לוּ גְדְּ יִּ ים וַֽ ו֗ וַיְהִי֣ הַנְּעָרִ֔ דֶ֑ה אִי֣שׁ צַיִ֖ד ידֵֹעַ֥ אִי֛שׁ עֵשָׂ ֙ שָׂ  וְיַעֲקֹב
ם אִי֣שׁ ֖ב תָּ֔ ים׃ ישֵֹׁ  אהָֹלִֽ

 
Genesis 25:24-27 

(24) When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 
(25) The first one emerged red, like a hairy mantle all over; so they named him 
Esau. (26) Then his brother emerged, holding on to the heel of Esau; so they 
named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born. (27) When 
the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; but 
Jacob became a mild man, raising livestock. 
 

 
 ל״ח:כ״ז בראשית

עֵת֣ וַיְהִ֖י )כז( הּ֑ בְּ הּ׃ תְאוֹמִ֖ים וְהִנֵּה֥ לִדְתָּ בִטְנָֽ  בְּ
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Genesis 38:27 

(27) When the time came for her to give birth, there were twins in her womb! 
 

 
 כ״ו:כ״ד שמות

הְיוּ֣ )כד( אֲמִם֮ וְיִֽ ֒ תֹֽ ה מַטָּ֒ ו֗ מִלְּ ֙ יִהְיוּ֤ וְיַחְדָּ ים וֹ תַמִּ עַ֖ת עַל־ראֹשׁ֔ בַּ  אֶל־הַטַּ
ן֚ הָאֶחָת֑ ם יִהְיֶה֣ כֵּ ניֵהֶ֔ ניֵ֥ לִשְׁ קְצעֹתֹ֖ לִשְׁ  יִהְיֽוּ׃ הַמִּ

 
Exodus 26:24 

(24) They shall match at the bottom, and terminate alike at the top inside one 
ring; thus shall it be with both of them: they shall form the two corners. 
 

 
 ל״ו:כ״ט שמות
֒ תוֹאֲמִם֮ וְהָיוּ֣ )כט( ה מַטָּ֒ ו֗ מִלְּ ֙ יִהְיוּ֤ וְיַחְדָּ ים וֹ תַמִּ עַ֖ת אֶל־ראֹשׁ֔ בַּ  אֶל־הַטַּ

ן֚ הָאֶחָת֑ ה֣ כֵּ ם עָשָׂ ניֵהֶ֔ ניֵ֖ לִשְׁ ת׃ לִשְׁ קְצעֹֹֽ  הַמִּ
 
Exodus 36:29 

(29) They matched at the bottom, but terminated as one at the top into one 
ring; they did so with both of them at the two corners. 
 

 
 ו׳:ט׳ בראשית

חַ תּוֹלְדתֹ֣ אֵלֶּ֚ה )ט( י֛ק אִי֥שׁ נֹחַ֗ נֹ֔ מִי֥ם צַדִּ רתָֹי֑ו הָיָה֖ תָּ דֹֽ אֱלהִֹ֖ים בְּ  אֶת־הָֽ
חַ׃ ךְ־נֹֽ תְהַלֶּ  הִֽ

 
Genesis 6:9 

(9) This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was blameless in 
his age; Noah walked with God.— 
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 י״ז:א׳ בראשית
ם וַיְהִי֣ )א( עִי֥ם אַבְרָ֔ שְׁ ן־תִּ נָה֖ בֶּ ע שָׁ נִי֑ם וְתֵשַׁ֣  אֶל־אַבְרָם֗ יהוה וַיֵּרָא֨ שָׁ

֙ וַיּאֹ֤מֶר י אֲנִי־אֵל֣ אֵלָיו ֔ דַּ ֥ךְ שַׁ ים׃ וֶהְיֵה֥ לְפָניַ֖ הִתְהַלֵּ  תָמִֽ
 
Genesis 17:1 

(1) When Abram was ninety-nine years old, יהוה appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am El Shaddai. Walk in My ways and be blameless. 
 

 
 כ״ז:י״ט בראשית

֙ אֶל־אָבִי֗ו יַעֲקֹב֜ וַיּאֹ֨מֶר )יט( ו֣ אָנֹכִי ךָ עֵשָׂ כֹרֶ֔ יתִי בְּ ר֥ עָשִׂ֕ אֲשֶׁ רְ֖תָּ כַּ בַּ י דִּ  אֵלָ֑
בָה֗ קֽוּם־נָא֣ ֙ שְׁ י וְאׇכְלָה ידִ֔ עֲבו֖רּ מִצֵּ י בַּ בָרְכַנִּ֥ ךָ׃ תְּ  נַפְשֶֽׁ

 
Genesis 27:19 

(19) Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau, your first-born; I have done as you 
told me. Pray sit up and eat of my game, that you may give me your innermost 
blessing.” 
 

 
 א׳:ט׳ שמות

ניֵ֣ עַם֚ הִנֵּה֗ אֶל־עַמּוֹ֑ וַיּאֹ֖מֶר )ט( ל בְּ רָאֵ֔ נּוּ׃ וְעָצוּ֖ם רַב֥ יִשְׂ  מִמֶּֽ
 
Exodus 1:9 

(9) And he said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much too 
numerous for us. 
 

 
 ט״ז:ה׳-ז׳ יחזקאל

ה אַחַת֥ לָ֛ךְ לַעֲשוֹׂ֥ת עַיִ֗ן עָלַיִ֜ךְ לאֹ־חָסָ֨ה )ה( יִךְ לְחֻמְלָ֣ה מֵאֵלֶּ֖ י עָלָ֑ לְכִ֞ שְׁ תֻּ  וַֽ
ניֵ֤ ֙ אֶל־פְּ דֶה ָ געַֹ֣ל הַשּׂ ךְ בְּ יוֹ֖ם נַפְשֵׁ֔ ֥דֶת בְּ ךְ׃ הֻלֶּ ֙ וָאֶעֱברֹ֤ )ו( אתָֹֽ ךְ עָלַיִ֙ךְ אֶרְאֵ֔  וָֽ
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דָמָיִ֑ךְ מִתְבּוֹסֶ֖סֶת ֙ וָאמַֹ֤ר בְּ דָמַיִ֣ךְ לָךְ י בְּ ךְ וָאמַֹ֥ר חֲיִ֔ דָמַיִ֥ךְ לָ֖ י׃ בְּ  )ז( חֲיִֽ
צֶמַ֤ח רְבָבָה֗ ֙ כְּ דֶה ָ יךְ הַשּׂ ֔ ֙ נְתַתִּ י רְבִּ י וַתִּ לִ֔ גְדְּ תִּ באִֹ֖י וַֽ עֲדִי֣ וַתָּ דַ֤יִם עֲדָיִי֑ם בַּ  שָׁ
֙ עָרֵךְ֣ נָכֹנ֙וּ חַ ושְּׂ ה׃ עֵרםֹ֥ וְאַ֖תְּ צִמֵּ֔  וְעֶרְיָֽ

 
Ezekiel 16:5-7 

(5) No one pitied you enough to do any one of these things for you out of 
compassion for you; on the day you were born, you were left lying, rejected, in 
the open field. (6) When I passed by you and saw you wallowing in your 
blood, I said to you: “Live despite your blood.” Yea, I said to you: “Live despite 
your blood.” (7) I let you grow like the plants of the field; and you continued to 
grow up until you attained to womanhood, until your breasts became firm and 
your hair sprouted. 
You were still naked and bare 
 

 
 כ״ה:כ״ט-ל״ד בראשית

זֶ֥ד )כט( ו֛ וַיָּבאֹ֥ נָזִי֑ד יַעֲקֹב֖ וַיָּ ה עֵשָׂ דֶ֖ ָ ף׃ וְהוּ֥א מִן־הַשּׂ ו֜ וַיּאֹ֨מֶר )ל( עָיֵֽ  עֵשָׂ
ל־יַעֲקֹב֗ ֙ הַלְעִיטֵנִ֤י אֶֽ ֙ מִן־הָאָדֹ֤ם נָא ה הָאָדםֹ י֥ הַזֶּ֔ ן֥ אָנֹכִ֑י עָיֵף֖ כִּ  עַל־כֵּ

מ֖וֹ א־שְׁ כֹרָתְךָ֖ כַיּוֹ֛ם מִכְרָה֥ יַעֲקֹב֑ וַיּאֹ֖מֶר )לא( אֱדֽוֹם׃ קָרָֽ י׃ אֶת־בְּ  )לב( לִֽ
ו וַיּאֹ֣מֶר ךְ אָנֹכִי֥ הִנֵּה֛ עֵשָׂ֔ ה־זֶּה֥ לָמו֑תּ הוֹלֵ֖ י וְלָמָּ ה׃ לִ֖ כֹרָֽ  וַיּאֹ֣מֶר )לג( בְּ
בְ֤עָה יַעֲקֹב֗ ָ ֙ הִשּׁ י וֹם לִּ יּ֔ בַע֖ כַּ ָ שּׁ מְכֹּר֥ ל֑וֹ וַיִּ כֹרָתוֹ֖ וַיִּ ב׃ אֶת־בְּ  )לד( לְיַעֲקֹֽ

ב ו֗ נָתַן֣ וְיַעֲקֹ֞ ים וּנְזִי֣ד לֶ֚חֶם לְעֵשָׂ תְּ וַיּאֹ֣כַל עֲדָשִׁ֔ שְׁ קׇ֖ם וַיֵּ֔ ךְ וַיָּ בֶ֥ז וַיֵּלַ֑ ֖ו וַיִּ  עֵשָׂ
ה׃ כֹרָֽ  }פ{ אֶת־הַבְּ

 
Genesis 25:29-34 

(29) Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the open, 
famished. (30) And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some of that red stuff to gulp 
down, for I am famished”—which is why he was named Edom. (31) Jacob said, 
“First sell me your birthright.” (32) And Esau said, “I am at the point of death, 
so of what use is my birthright to me?” (33) But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” 
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. (34) Jacob then gave Esau 
bread and lentil stew; he ate and drank, and he rose and went away. Thus did 
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Esau spurn the birthright. 
 

 
 ד׳:ט׳ בראשית

יִן יהוה וַיּאֹ֤מֶר )ט( ֙ אָחִי֑ךָ הֶבֶ֣ל אֵ֖י אֶל־הַ֔ י לאֹ֣ וַיּאֹ֙מֶר עְתִּ  אָחִ֖י הֲשׁמֵֹר֥ יָדַ֔
כִי׃  אָנֹֽ

 
Genesis 4:9 

 said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” And he said, “I do not יהוה(9)
know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
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