Rivkah and Galadriel's Mirror: Parashat
Toldot

Ruth Shane

Last week Avraham's wife Sarah died. She was his Princess (77%), his General,
his Commander. She was also Yitzchak's mama who loved him fiercely and did
not like his brother Yishmael. Her absence leaves a hole in the souls of both
men. Her absence creates a vacuum in the family and in the saga of Genesis.
Last week we saw a girl step into and fill that void for both Yitzchak and
Avraham. Now we want to know more about this Rivkah.
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Genesis 24:16

(16) The maiden was very beautiful—[and] a virgin, no man having known
her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up.
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Genesis 12:11

(11) As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a
beautiful woman you are.
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Genesis 29:17

(17) Leah had weak eyes; Rachel was shapely and beautiful.
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Genesis 24:67-25:2

(67) Isaac then brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he took
Rebekah as his wife. Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort after his mother’s
death. (1) Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. (2) She bore
him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
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Genesis 12:1

()™M said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s
house to the land that I will show you.
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Genesis 24:58

(58) They called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” And
she said, “I will.”
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Genesis 25:22

(22) But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do I
exist?” She went to inquire of M7,
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Genesis 21:17

(17) God heard the cry of the boy, and a messenger of God called to Hagar from
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has
heeded the cry of the boy where he is.
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Genesis 25:23

(23) and M answered her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

Two separate peoples shall issue from your body;
One people shall be mightier than the other,

And the older shall serve the younger.”
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Genesis 25:24-27

(24) When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.
(25) The first one emerged red, like a hairy mantle all over; so they named him
Esau. (26) Then his brother emerged, holding on to the heel of Esau; so they
named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born. (27) When
the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; but
Jacob became a mild man, raising livestock.
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Genesis 38:27

(27) When the time came for her to give birth, there were twins in her womb!
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Exodus 26:24

(24) They shall match at the bottom, and terminate alike at the top inside one
ring; thus shall it be with both of them: they shall form the two corners.
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Exodus 36:29

(29) They matched at the bottom, but terminated as one at the top into one
ring; they did so with both of them at the two corners.
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Genesis 6:9

(9) This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was blameless in
his age; Noah walked with God.—
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Genesis 17:1

(1) When Abram was ninety-nine years old, Mi7> appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am El Shaddai. Walk in My ways and be blameless.
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Genesis 27:19

(19) Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau, your first-born; I have done as you
told me. Pray sit up and eat of my game, that you may give me your innermost
blessing.”
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Exodus 1:9

(9) And he said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much too
numerous for us.
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Ezekiel 16:5-7

(5) No one pitied you enough to do any one of these things for you out of
compassion for you; on the day you were born, you were left lying, rejected, in
the open field. (6) When I passed by you and saw you wallowing in your
blood, I said to you: “Live despite your blood.” Yea, I said to you: “Live despite
your blood.” (7) 1let you grow like the plants of the field; and you continued to
grow up until you attained to womanhood, until your breasts became firm and
your hair sprouted.

You were still naked and bare

T7H-1073:717D MWK

WY AR (2) 77y R TIWATR DY X3 T8 3py T (02)
1277V 723K 77y 72 I ORI DINTTR NI IV 2pYTON

(2%) % JOTI2TNN 0PI IR APy IR (RY) DTN IDWRR
N7 (17) 172 7 Y1 nine 1‘711 "IN 1137 1Y IR
(79) :2p¥?Y M2 107 i’ YA DIP3 Y Ny 1Y
1wy 117 1’7’1 0”1 AW YR WY T OnY 1YY 1) 2597
{o} ;M2 NN

Genesis 25:29-34

(29) Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the open,
famished. (30) And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some of that red stuff to gulp
down, for I am famished”—which is why he was named Edom. (31) Jacob said,
“First sell me your birthright.” (32) And Esau said, “I am at the point of death,
so of what use is my birthright to me?” (33) But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. (34) Jacob then gave Esau
bread and lentil stew; he ate and drank, and he rose and went away. Thus did
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Esau spurn the birthright.
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Genesis 4:9

(9)M said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” And he said, “I do not
know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Lev Ershler
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