Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #9
The Four Fast Days - Why we mourn the Temple
In light of Zecharya & the theme of Sefer Vayikra

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION
As the 10" of Tevet falls out this week, we dedicate our last shiur of
the ‘winter break’ to discuss how our study of Sefer Vayikra can help us

appreciate the meaning and purpose of the Fast Days.

Review of key points:

The textual and thematic parallels between the Mishkan & Sinai

Hence - visiting the Mishkan - a reminder of covenantal commitment
The Temple served similar purpose as the Mishkan [portable-> permanent]
Temple reminds us of our commitment - also a symbol to other nations of our purpose

When we don’t serve Hashem properly, he takes away that symbol
Our covenant however is eternal, therefore ultimately we can always return

The only Biblical fast day - Yom Kippur

Korbanot on Yom Kippur parallel Yom ha’'Shmini - dedication day of the Mishkan
Also recognition that w/o God's Attributes of Mercy - covenant could not last
Therefore - the fast is on the anniversary of Second Luchot

Background: Second Temple period begins with a second attempt to rebuild the Temple
Return was under Koresh, but 20 years later, another attempt under Darius

The prophets are Chagai & Zecharya

Construction begins in year 2 of Darius [24 Kislev] and finishes in Year 6 [3 Adar]
In the middle of this construction, a letter is sent from the Exile to Jerusalem :
Asking, should we continue ‘fasting’ on the four fast days

The Prophetic setting for Second Temple Period

A] Ezra Chapter 1 — the Cyrus Decree
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1 Iin the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, at
the time of the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Jeremiah —God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia, that he proclaimed:

2 'Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the
kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD, the
God of heaven, given me; He has charged me
to build Him a house in Jerusalem.

3 Whosoever there is among you of all His people--his
God be with him--let him go up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and build the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel, He is the God who is in Jerusalem.
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and with beasts, beside the freewill-offering
for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.'

B] Ezra Chapter 4 — the building freeze
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1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and
Benjamin heard that the children of the
captivity were building a Temple

4 Then the people of the land weakened the
hands of the people of Judah, & harried them
while they were building,

5 and hired counsellors against them, to
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus
king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius
king of Persia.

C] Haggai Chapter 1
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the
6th month, in the first day , came the word of
God by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:

2 'Thus says God: This people say: The time is
not come, the time that the LORD'S house
should be built.' {P}

7 Thus says God: Consider your ways. Go up
to the hill-country, and bring wood, and build
the House...

D] Zechariah Chapter 2 [Haftara for Shabbat Chanuka]
E] Haggai Chapter 2
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1 On the 21% day of the 7th month, came the
word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet,
saying: 3 Who is left among you that saw this
house in its former glory? and how do ye see it
now? is not such a one as nothing in your eyes?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the
LORD:; and be strong, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all ye
people of the land, saith the LORD, and work;
for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts.
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9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than that of the former, saith the LORD of hosts;
and in this place will I give peace, saith the
LORD of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the 2nd
year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by
Haggai the prophet,:

15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day
and forward--before a stone was laid upon a
stone in the Temple of God

18 consider, I pray you, from this day and
forward, from the 24" day of the ninth month,
even from the day that the foundation of the
LORD'S temple was laid, consider it;

19 is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine, and the
fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree hath
not brought forth--from this day will I bless you.'

20 And the word of the LORD came the second
time unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of
the month, saying:

21 'Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah,
saying: [ will shake the heavens and the earth;

22 and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I
will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the
nations; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those
that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall
come down, every one by the sword of his brother.

23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I
take thee, O Zerubbabel, My servant, the son of
Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as
a signet; for [ have chosen thee, saith the LORD
of hosts.'

F] Zechariah Chapter 4 — [Symbol of the state of Israel]

2 And he said unto me: '"What seest thou?' And I
said: 'l have seen, and behold a candlestick all of
gold...6 Then he answered and spoke unto me,
saying "This is the word of the LORD unto
Zerubbabel, saying: Not by might, nor by power, but
by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.
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D] Zechariah — during the same year
KR P14 Mo

DRY...MIT3E MO8 N-02T M YT DAY M3 rnwn wiha R
D2HR 23V NIRIY 1 ORI HR 129 nixaw 1 0K 02 DOYY RIOR 3
T DRI A3 N2 02 0AN7A t}'_?\?’ﬁ"? ’n;lt_ﬁ N nR-"9 129 0

'n-083, TN DIIY) 82230 "2-1P¥-n2 001N T /2 P08
--72ina *R1ow ;0DY % P ,xn0 oPa RS 037 oYz Aoy v

Chapter 2 [Haftara for Shabbat Chanukal]

N2-200 D--11P8-N32 ’F\D'\’)N )7 9% 14 'Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; for, lo,
M -ON) ,‘pjng ,n):\m I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee,
" saith the LORD.

E] Haggai Chapter 2 — breaking ground -24 Kislev
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9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than that of the former, saith the LORD of hosts;
and 1n this place will I give peace, saith the
LORD of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the 2nd
year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by
Haggai the prophet,:

15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day
and forward--before a stone was laid upon a
stone in the Temple of God

18 consider, I pray you, from this day and
forward, from the 24 day of the ninth month,
even from the day that the foundation of the
LORD'S temple was laid, consider it;

19 is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine, and the
fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree hath
not brought forth--from this day will I bless you.'

20 And the word of the LORD came the second
time unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of
the month, saying:
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F] Zechariah Chapter 4 —
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21 'Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah,
saying: [ will shake the heavens and the earth;

22 and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I
will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the
nations; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those
that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall
come down, every one by the sword of his brother.

[Symbol of the state of Israel]

2 And he said unto me: 'What seest thou?' And I
said: 'l have seen, and behold a candlestick all of
gold...6 Then he answered and spoke unto me,
saying "This is the word of the LORD unto

Zerubbabel, saying: Not by might, nor by power, but

NINAY 7N NP2 -ON

by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

G] Zechariah Chapters 7 thru 8 — In year 4 of Darius,
A question is sent from Bavel regarding the fast days
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1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of
king Darius, that the word of the LORD
came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the
ninth month, even in Chislev;

2 When Bethel-sarezer, and Regem-melech
and his men, had sent to entreat the favour of
the LORD,

3 and to speak unto the priests of the house
of the LORD of hosts, and to the prophets,
saying: 'Should I weep in the fifth month,
separating myself, as I have done these so
many years?' {P}

4 Then came the word of the LORD of hosts
unto me, saying:

5 'Speak unto all the people of the land, and
to the priests, saying: When ye fasted and
mourned in the fifth and in the seventh
month, even these seventy years, did ye at all
fast unto Me, even to Me?

6 And when ye eat, and when ye drink, are
ye not they that eat, and they that drink?
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7 Should ye not hearken to the words which
the LORD hath proclaimed by the former
prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and
in prosperity, and the cities thereof round
about her, and the South and the Lowland
were inhabited?' {P}

8 And the word of the LORD came unto
Zechariah, saying:

9 'Thus hath the LORD of hosts spoken,
saying: Execute true judgment, and show
mercy and compassion every man to his
brother;

10 and oppress not the widow, nor the
fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let
none of you devise evil against his brother in
your heart.

11 But they refused to attend, and turned a
stubborn shoulder, and stopped their ears,
that they might not hear.

12 Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant
stone, lest they should hear the law, and the
words which the LORD of hosts had sent by
His spirit by the hand of the former prophets;
therefore came there great wrath from the
LORD of hosts.

13 And it came to pass that, as He called,
and they would not hear; so they shall call,
and I will not hear, said the LORD of hosts;

14 but I will scatter them with a whirlwind
among all the nations whom they have not
known. Thus the land was desolate after
them, so that no man passed through nor
returned; for they laid the pleasant land
desolate.' {P}

1 And the word of the LORD of hosts came,
saying:
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2 'Thus saith the LORD of hosts: I am
jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I
am jealous for her with great fury.

3 Thus saith the LORD: I return unto Zion,
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and
Jerusalem shall be called the city of truth;
and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the
holy mountain. {S}

4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: There shall
yet old men and old women sit in the broad
places of Jerusalem, every man with his staff
in his hand for very age.

5 And the broad places of the city shall be
full of boys and girls playing in the broad
places thereof. {S}

6 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: If it be
marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this
people in those days, should it also be
marvellous in Mine eyes? saith the LORD of
hosts. {P}

7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Behold, I
will save My people from the east country,
and from the west country;

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be
My people, and I will be their God, in truth
and in righteousness. {S}

9 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Let your
hands be strong, ye that hear in these days
these words from the mouth of the prophets
that were in the day that the foundation of
the house of the LORD of hosts was laid,
even the temple, that it might be built.

10 For before those days there was no hire
for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was
there any peace to him that went out or came
in because of the adversary; for I set all men
every one against his neighbour.
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11 But now I will not be unto the remnant of
this people as in the former days, saith the
LORD of hosts.

12 For as the seed of peace, the vine shall
give her fruit, and the ground shall give her
increase, and the heavens shall give their
dew; and I will cause the remnant of this
people to inherit all these things.

13 And it shall come to pass that, as ye were
a curse among the nations, O house of Judah
and house of Israel, so will I save you, and
ye shall be a blessing; fear not, but let your
hands be strong. {S}

14 For thus saith the LORD of host: As I
purposed to do evil unto you, when your
fathers provoked Me, saith the LORD of
hosts, and I repented not;

15 so again do I purpose in these days to do
good unto Jerusalem and to the house of
Judah; fear ye not.

16 These are the things that ye shall do:
Speak ye every man the truth with his
neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and
peace in your gates;

17 and let none of you devise evil in your
hearts against his neighbour; and love no
false oath; for all these are things that I hate,
saith the LORD.' {S}

18 And the word of the LORD of hosts came
unto me, saying:
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19 'Thus saith the LORD of hosts: The fast
of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth,
and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the
tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and
gladness, and cheerful seasons; therefore
love ye truth and peace. {P}

20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: It shall yet
come to pass, that there shall come peoples,
and the inhabitants of many cities;

21 and the inhabitants of one city shall go to
another, saying: Let us go speedily to entreat
the favour of the LORD, and to seek the
LORD of hosts; I will go also.

22 Yea, many peoples and mighty nations
shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favour of the
LORD. {S}

23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: In those
days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall
take hold, out of all the languages of the
nations, shall even take hold of the skirt of
him that is a Jew, saying: We will go with
you, for we have heard that God is with
you." {S}



