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Rabbi Levi said: This matter is a tradition that we received from our ancestors. Amoz, father of Isaiah,
and Amaziah, king of Judea, were brothers, and it is written: “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz”
(Isaiah 1:1).
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“That the government may be increased [lemarbe] and of peace there be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to establish it and uphold it through justice and through righteousness,
from now and forever; the zeal of the Lord of hosts does perform this” (Isaiah 9:6). Rabbi Tanhum says
that bar Kappara taught in Tzippori: Due to what reason is it that every letter mem in the middle of a
word is open and this mem, of the word lemarbe, is closed? In the Masoretic text, the letter mem in the
word “lemarbe” is written in the form of a mem that appears at the end of a word, closed on all four
sides. This is because the Holy One, Blessed be He, sought to designate King Hezekiah as the Messiah
and to designate Sennacherib and Assyria, respectively, as Gog and Magog, all from the prophecy of
Ezekiel with regard to the end of days (Ezekiel, chapter 38), and the confrontation between them would
culminate in the final redemption. The attribute of justice said before the Holy One, Blessed be He:
Master of the Universe, and if with regard to David, king of Israel, who recited several songs and praises
before You, You did not designate him as the Messiah, then with regard to Hezekiah, for whom You
performed all these miracles, delivering him from Sennacherib and healing his iliness, and he did not
recite praise before You, will You designate him as the Messiah? It is for that reason that the mem was
closed, because there was an opportunity for redemption that was thwarted.

YEVAMOT 49B
N'WY' I 20N NYIN N2 QNDL. D'Y7WUINA *'ONI' NYAN MK NIRRTV 2 [IyaY N

Rabbi Shimon ben Azzai said: | found a scroll recording people’s lineages, in Jerusalem.... And it was
written in it: Manasseh, king of Israel, killed Isaiah the prophet.
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Hezekiah said to him: What is all of this? For what transgression am | being punished? Isaiah said to him:
Because you did not marry and engage in procreation. Hezekiah apologized and said: | had no children
because | envisaged through divine inspiration that the children that emerge from me will not be
virtuous. Hezekiah meant that he had seen that his children were destined to be evil. In fact, his son
Menashe sinned extensively, and he thought it preferable to have no children at all. Isaiah said to him:
Why do you involve yourself with the secrets of the Holy One, Blessed be He? That which you have been
commanded, the mitzva of procreation, you are required to perform, and that which is acceptable in the
eyes of the Holy One, Blessed be He, let Him perform, as He has so decided. Hezekiah said to Isaiah:
Now give me your daughter as my wife; perhaps my merit and your merit will cause virtuous children to
emerge from me. Isaiah said to him: The decree has already been decreed against you and this
judgment cannot be changed. Hezekiah said to him: Son of Amoz, cease your prophecy and leave. As
long as the prophet spoke as God’s emissary, Hezekiah was obligated to listen to him. He was not,
however, obligated to accept Isaiah’s personal opinion that there was no possibility for mercy and
healing. Hezekiah continued: | have received a tradition from the house of my father’s father, from King
David, the founding father of the dynasty of kings of Judea: Even if a sharp sword rests upon a person’s
neck, he should not prevent himself from praying for mercy. One may still hold out hope that his prayers
will be answered, as was David himself when he saw the Angel of Destruction, but nonetheless prayed
for mercy and his prayers were answered.
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| send him against an ungodly nation, | charge him against a people that provokes Me, To take its spoil
and to seize its booty And to make it a thing trampled Like the mire of the streets.
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Does an ax boast over him who hews with it, Or a saw magnify itself above him who wields it? As though
the rod raised him who lifts it, As though the staff lifted the man!
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But a shoot shall grow out of the stump of Jesse, A twig shall sprout from his stock. The spirit of the
LORD shall alight upon him: A spirit of wisdom and insight, A spirit of counsel and valor, A spirit of
devotion and reverence for the LORD. He shall sense the truth by his reverence for the LORD: He shall
not judge by what his eyes behold, Nor decide by what his ears perceive. Thus he shall judge the poor
with equity And decide with justice for the lowly of the land. He shall strike down a land with the rod of
his mouth And slay the wicked with the breath of his lips. Justice shall be the girdle of his loins, And
faithfulness the girdle of his waist. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard lie down with the kid;
The calf, the beast of prey, and the fatling together, With a little boy to herd them. The cow and the
bear shall graze, Their young shall lie down together; And the lion, like the ox, shall eat straw. A babe
shall play Over a viper’s hole, And an infant pass his hand Over an adder’s den. In all of My sacred mount
Nothing evil or vile shall be done; For the land shall be filled with devotion to the LORD As water covers
the sea. In that day, The stock of Jesse that has remained standing Shall become a standard to peoples—
Nations shall seek his counsel And his abode shall be honored.

ISIAIAH 42:6-7
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| the LORD, in My grace, have summoned you, And | have grasped you by the hand. | created you, and
appointed you A covenant people, a light of nations—
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Opening eyes deprived of light, Rescuing prisoners from confinement, From the dungeon those who sit
in darkness.



