Pesach: Night and Day

Jay Kelman
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Mishnah Megillah 2:5-6

(5) The whole day is a valid time forreading the Megillah; reciting Hallel; for
the blowing of the shofar; for taking up the lulav; for the Musaf prayer; for
Musaf sacrifices; for confession over the oxen; for the confession over the
tithe; for the confession of sins on Yom HaKippurim; for laying on of hands;
for slaughtering [the sacrifices]; for waving [them]; for bringing near [the
vessel with the minhah-offering to the altar]; for taking a handful; for placing
it on the fire; for pinching off [the head of a bird-offering]; for receiving the
blood [in a vessel]; for sprinkling [the blood on the altar]; for making the
sotah drink [the bitter waters]; for breaking the neck of the heifer; and for
purifying the metzora.

(6) The whole night is valid for reaping the Omer and for burning fat and
limbs [on the altar]. This is the general principle: any matter whose
commandment is during the day, is valid all day and any matter whose
commandment is at night is valid all night.
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Genesis 15:12-14

(12) As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a great
dark dread descended upon him. (13) And He said to Abram, “Know well
that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs, and they shall be
enslaved and oppressed four hundred years; (14) but I will execute judgment
on the nation they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great
wealth.
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Genesis 46:2-4
"?

(2) God called to Israel in a vision by night: “Jacob! Jacob!” He answered,
“Here.” (3) And He said, “I am God, the God of your father. Fear not to go
down to Egypt, for I will make you there into a great nation. (4) I Myself will
go down with you to Egypt, and I Myself will also bring you back; and
Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”
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Exodus 12:40-42

(40) The length of time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was four hundred
and thirty years; (41) at the end of the four hundred and thirtieth year, to the
very day, all the ranks of the LORD departed from the land of Egypt. (42)
That was for the LORD a night of vigil to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; that same night is the LORD’s, one of vigil for all the children of
Israel throughout the ages.
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Exodus 13:20-22

(20) They set out from Succoth, and encamped at Etham, at the edge of the
wilderness. (21) The LORD went before them in a pillar of cloud by day, to
guide them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light,
that they might travel day and night. (22) The pillar of cloud by day and the
pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people.
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Exodus 13:3-4

(3) And Moses said to the people, “Remember this day, on which you went
free from Egypt, the house of bondage, how the LORD freed you from it with
a mighty hand: no leavened bread shall be eaten. (4) You go free on this day,
in the month of Abib.
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Deuteronomy 16:1-3

(1) Observe the month of Abib and offer a passover sacrifice to the LORD
your God, for it was in the month of Abib, at night, that the LORD your God
freed you from Egypt. (2) You shall slaughter the passover sacrifice for the
LORD your God, from the flock and the herd, in the place where the LORD
will choose to establish His name. (3) You shall not eat anything leavened
with it; for seven days thereafter you shall eat unleavened bread, bread of
distress—for you departed from the land of Egypt hurriedly—so that you
may remember the day of your departure from the land of Egypt as long as
you live.
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Leviticus 23:4-6

(4) These are the set times of the LORD, the sacred occasions, which you
shall celebrate each at its appointed time: (5) In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, there shall be a passover offering to
the LORD, (6) and on the fifteenth day of that month the LORD’s Feast of
Unleavened Bread. You shall eat unleavened bread for seven days.
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Pesach Haggadah, Nirtzah, And It Happened at Midnight
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