The Story of R. Shimon bar Yohai

Part ll: The Cave

He and his son went and hid in the rabbinic academy.
Each day, his wife would bring him bread and a pitcher of
water, and they ate. When the decree intensified, he said
to his son: “Women are weak-minded. They may torment
her and she will expose us.”

They went and hid in a cave. A miracle occurred: a carob-
tree and a spring were created for them. They would
strip their garments and sit up to their necks in sand. The
whole day they studied [Torah]. When it was time for
prayers they robed, covered themselves, prayed, and
then took off their garments again, so that they should
not wear out. Thus they dwelt twelve years in the cave.

Then Elijah came and stood at the entrance to the cave
and exclaimed, “Who will inform the son of Yohai that
the emperor is dead and his decree annulled?” So they
emerged. Seeing a man plowing and sowing, they
exclaimed, “They forsake eternal life and engage in
temporal life?” Whatever they cast their eyes upon was
immediately incinerated. Thereupon a divine echo came
forth and said: “Have you emerged to destroy My world?
Return to your cave!” So they returned and dwelt there
twelve months. They said: “The wicked are condemned
to twelve months in Gehinnom.” A divine echo then came
forth and said, “Go forth from your cave!”

| Kings 19:9-14

There he went into a cave, and there he spent the night.
Then the word of the Lord came to him. He said to him,
“Why are you here, Elijah?”

He replied, “l am moved by zeal for the Lord, the God of
Hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn
down Your altars, and put Your prophets to the sword. |
alone am left, and they are out to take my life.”

“Come out,” He called, “and stand on the mountain
before the Lord.” And lo, the Lord passed by. There was a
great and mighty wind, splitting mountains and shattering
rocks by the power of the Lord; but the Lord was not in
the wind. After the wind—an earthquake; but the Lord
was not in the earthquake.
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After the earthquake—fire; but the Lord was not in the
fire. And after the fire—a soft murmuring sound.

When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his mantle about his
face and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
Then a voice addressed him: “Why are you here, Elijah?”

He answered, “I am moved by zeal for the Lord, the God
of Hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant,
torn down Your altars, and have put Your prophets to the
sword. | alone am left, and they are out to take my life.”

Mekhilta, Shemot 12:1
Eliyahu claimed the honor of the Father, but not the honor
of the son, viz. "l have been very jealous for the Lord, the G
d of hosts, etc." And what is stated in this regard? (lbid. 15-
16) "And the Lord said to him: Go, return on your way to
the desert of Damascus ... And Yehu the son of Nimshi shall
you anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of
Shafat ... shall you anoint to be a prophet in your place."
What is the intent of this? He does not desire your
prophecy (because you do not claim the honor of Israel).

Pirkei De-Rabbi Eliezer 29:17

God appeared to him and said, “Why are you here, Elijah?”
He said, “l am moved by zeal....” God said to him, “You are
always zealous.... By your life! They will not perform the
circumcision covenant without you seeing it with your own
eyes.”

Berakhot 35a
Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says: It is possible that a person
plows in the plowing season, sows in the sowing season,
harvests in the harvest season, threshes in the threshing
season, and winnows in the windy season, as grain is
separated from the chaff by means of the wind, and is
constantly busy; what will become of Torah? Rather,
when Israel performs God’s will, their work is performed
by others.... When Israel does not perform God’s will,
their work is performed by them themselves, as it is
stated: “And you shall gather your grain.” Moreover,
others’ work will be performed by them...
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