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A. Intro – defining the problem 

 What is the distinction between a “kohen” & a “levi” 

 See Bamidbar 18:2-7; 18:21-24; in light of 1:48-51; 3:5-10 

  Note as well “birkat kohanim” in 6:22-27 

 See Devarim 10:8-9; 17:8-9 

 

B. Concept of ”bechor” in light of Sefer Breishit & Shmot 4:22 

Connection to “kedusha” in light of Shmot 19:5-6 

Dedication of first born to Hashem /Shmot 13:1-3, 11-16  

& Transfer of duties to Levites/ Bamidbar 3: 

 

C.  Discussion – concept of ‘privilege’ vs. ‘responsibility’ 

  Note Bamidbar 16:8-9 

 Relate to underlying purpose of being ‘chosen’ 

 [Logic of need of an eternal group of educators to instruct] 

 

D. Original designation of Shevet Levi, according to Devarim 10:8-9 

עֵת הַהִוא    חי,   שֵבֶט הַלֵוִי, -אֶת ה’ , הִבְדִיל בָּ

שֵאת, אֶת  •  — ה’ - אֲרוֹן בְרִית - לָּ

me job?)ti-(do we need an entire tribe for a one 

רְתוֹ    ה’ עֲמֹד לִפְנֵי  לַ  •  לְשָּ

▪ ?)ce does this refer to(what type of servi 

רֵךְ בִשְמוֹ,   •  .עַד הַיּוֹם הַזֶה    וּלְבָּ

▪ who bless the people?) t that only the kohanim’(isn 

ה-כֵן לאֹ- עַל ט ה לְלֵוִי, חֵלֶק וְנַחֲלָּ יָּ יו:-עִם--הָּ תוֹ, כַאֲשֶר דִבֶר  ה’   אֶחָּ  . אֱלֹהֶיךָ לוֹ  ה’הוּא נַחֲלָּ

 

 Discussion – what does it mean to carry “the ark of the covenant” 

  Relating to purpose of Mishkan & connection to Matan Torah 
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E. The reason for the transfer of responsibilities 

 see Shmot 32:25-30, in the aftermath of chet ha’egel? 

  an ‘after-thought’ or ‘added’ responsibility? 

 

F. Their obligations as teachers and judges - & to inspire 

 see Devarim 33:10 , in Moshe’s blessing  [see also 24:8] 

 see Devarim 14:22-23, teaching the fear of God in Jerusalem 

     note 14:26-27; 12:11-12; 12:17-19 – in contrast to 16:10 & 14 

 see Devarim 17:7-8;12 ;  17:18 & 21:5 – in regard to their authority 

 see Devarim 18:1-8, regarding their compensation  

 see Devarim 19:16-17, regarding their function as judges [ & 16:18-20] 

 see Devarim 27:9-14 & 31:9-13, 24-26 -regarding to their national function 

 see II Divrei Hayamim 17:7-9;  29:1-15;  30:21-27;  35:1-5// 

and Nechemya 8:13-18 

 

G. Who fulfills the function of shevet Levi today? Rambam/Hilchot Shmita 13:12-13 

אֶת ה' לְשָרְתוֹ וּלְהוֹרוֹת   וְלָמָה לאֹ זָכָה לֵוִי בְנַחֲלַת אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל וּבְבִזָתָהּ עִם אֶחָיו מִפְנֵי שֶהֻבְדַל לַעֲבֹד 

 יוֹרוּ מִשְפָטֶיךָ לְיַעֲקֹב וְתוֹרָתְךָ לְיִשְרָאֵל". " דְרָכָיו הַיְשָרִים וּמִשְפָטָיו הַצַדִיקִים לָרַבִים שֶנֶאֱמַר

עוֹרְכִין מִלְחָמָה כִשְאָר יִשְרָאֵל וְלאֹ נוֹחֲלִין וְלאֹ זוֹכִין לְעַצְמָן בְכֹחַ  לְפִיכָךְ הֻבְדְלוּ מִדַרְכֵי הָעוֹלָם לאֹ  

  :"אֲנִי חֶלְקְךָ וְנַחֲלָתְךָ  "זוֹכֶה לָהֶם שֶנֶאֱמַרבָרֵךְ ה' חֵילוֹ". וְהוּא  "גּוּפָן. אֶלָא הֵם חֵיל הַשֵם שֶנֶאֱמַר 

12  Why were the Levites not allotted land in Eretz Yisrael or a share in its booty along with their brethren? Because they were 

singled out to serve the Lord and minister to him, to teach his upright ways and just laws to many people, as it is written: 

"They shall teach thy laws to Jacob, and thy instruction to Israel" (Deuteronomy 33:10). For this reason, they were separated 

from worldly affairs: they fought no battles like the rest of Israel; they inherited no land; they won nothing by means of their 

physical ability. They are indeed the Lord's army, as it is written: "Bless, O Lord, his substance" (11). He, blessed be he, has 

won them for himself, as it is written: "I am your portion and your share" (Numbers 18:20).  

 
 –וְלאֹ שֵבֶט לֵוִי בִלְבַד אֶלָא כָל אִיש וְאִיש מִכָל בָאֵי הָעוֹלָם אֲשֶר נָדְבָה רוּחוֹ אוֹתוֹ 

 רְתוֹ וּלְעָבְדוֹ לְדֵעָה אֶת ה' ו וֶהֱבִינוֹ מַדָעוֹ לְהִבָדֵל לַעֲמֹד לִפְנֵי ה' לְשָ 
  -- וּפָרַק מֵעַל צַוָּארוֹ עַל הַחֶשְבוֹנוֹת הָרַבִים אֲשֶר בִקְשוּ בְנֵי הָאָדָם - הְָלַךְ יָשָר כְמוֹ שֶעֲשָהוּ הָאֱלֹהִים
 מֵי עוֹלָמִים וְיִהְיֶה ה' חֶלְקוֹ וְנַחֲלָתוֹ לְעוֹלָם וּלְעוֹלְ  --הֲרֵי זֶה נִתְקַדֵש קֹדֶש קָדָשִים 

 וְיִזְכֶה לוֹ בָעוֹלָם הַזֶה דָבָר הַמַסְפִיק לוֹ כְמוֹ שֶזָכָה לַכֹהֲנִים לַלְוִיִם.  
  :"ה' מְנָת חֶלְקִי וְכוֹסִי אַתָה תוֹמִיךְ גּוֹרָלִי "תהילים טז ה  הֲרֵי דָוִד עָלָיו הַשָלוֹם אוֹמֵר 

13  Not only the tribe of Levi, but each well-informed thinking person whose spirit moves him to devote 

himself to the service of the Lord, to know the Lord, and has walked uprightly after casting off his neck 

the yoke of many a cunning wile that men contrived, is indeed divinely consecrated, and the Lord will 

forever and ever be his portion. God will provide sufficiently for his needs, as he did for the priests and 

the Levites. David, may he rest in peace, declared: "The Lord is my allotted portion and my cup; thou 

holdest my lot" (Psalm 16:5).  
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