The Four Children
Jay Kelman
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Exodus 12:25-27

(25) And when you enter the land that the LORD will give you, as He has
promised, you shall observe this rite. (26) And when your children ask you, ‘What
do you mean by this rite?” (27) you shall say, ‘It is the passover sacrifice to the
LORD, because He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when He
smote the Egyptians, but saved our houses.”” The people then bowed low in
homage.
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Exodus 13:2-8

(2) “Consecrate to Me every first-born; man and beast, the first issue of every
womb among the Israelites is Mine.” (8) And you shall explain to your son on that
day, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me when I went free from Egypt.’
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Exodus 13:11-16
(11) “And when the LORD has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, as He
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swore to you and to your fathers, and has given it to you, (12) you shall set apart
for the LORD every first issue of the womb: every male firstling that your cattle
drop shall be the LORD’s. (13) But every firstling ass you shall redeem with a
sheep; if you do not redeem it, you must break its neck. And you must redeem
every first-born male among your children. (14) And when, in time to come, your
son asks you, saying, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘It was with a
mighty hand that the LORD brought us out from Egypt, the house of bondage. (15)
When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD slew every first-born in
the land of Egypt, the first-born of both man and beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the
LORD every first male issue of the womb, but redeem every first-born among my
sons.” (16) “And so it shall be as a sign upon your hand and as a symbol on your
forehead that with a mighty hand the LORD freed us from Egypt.”
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Deuteronomy 6:20-22

(20) When, in time to come, your children ask you, “What mean the decrees, laws,
and rules that the LORD our God has enjoined upon you?” (21) you shall say to
your children, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and the LORD freed us from
Egypt with a mighty hand. (22) The LORD wrought before our eyes marvelous and
destructive signs and portents in Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his household;
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Pesach Haggadah, Magid, Rabban Gamliel's Three Things 1-2

Rabban Gamliel was accustomed to say, Anyone who has not said these three
things on Pesach has not fulfilled his obligation, and these are them: the Pesach
sacrifice, matsa and marror.
The Pesach [passover] sacrifice that our ancestors were accustomed to eating when
the Temple existed, for the sake of what [was it]? For the sake [to commemorate]
that the Holy One, blessed be He, passed over the homes of our ancestors in Egypt,
as it is stated (Exodus 12:27); "And you shall say: 'It is the passover sacrifice to the
Lord, for that He passed over the homes of the Children of Israel in Egypt, when
He smote the Egyptians, and our homes he saved.” And the people bowed the head
and bowed."
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