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AN EXERCISE IN
TA AMEI HAMITZVOT

THE AZHAROT OF SE'ADYAH GAON (882-942)




In Shemot 24:12, we read.:

“And the LORD said to
Moshe:

‘Come up to Me on the
mountain

and wait there;

and | will give you the
stone tablets,

with the teachings and
commandments,

which | have inscribed to
instruct them.”
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Rashi

All 613 mitzvot WOV MIRN YW 95

niXn Navy
are contained in the M2TN NIVY HYHoa
ten 0

And Rav Saadiah W99 PTY0 1AM
detailed

in the Azharot he TJOW MAINTRA
composed
for each and every 2T NAT HIH

the mitzvot it 2 NMONN MNn
contains.







Where would you include keriat Shema'? In Anokhi? Lo yih'yeh
lekha? Or, perhaps, in Zakhor?



Where do the following belong: kashrut, yoveil, geneivat nefashot
(kidnapping), terumot u-maasrot, keli gever, or even parah adu-
mah. (Note that according to rationalist Jewish philosophers,
such as Maimonides, even the so-called chukim have rationales,

although we may occasionally be unable to appreciate them.)



1. Anokhi, the firstarticle, can be defined as a public testimony of
faith; a perpetual readiness to acknowledge God. Which other

mitzvot have that goal?



Anokhi (I am the Lord
your God)
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2. Lo yih'yeh lekha is a stern admonition against idolatry or, if we
look at it from another angle, a strenuous reinforcement of

the uniqueness and exclusivity of monotheism. Which other
mitzvot provide that reinforcement?



Lo yihyeh (have no other
deities)
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Lo tissa (sacilege)




Zakhor (remember the
Sabbath)

75




3. Kabeid confirms and secures the rights and prerogatives of
parents, and — by extension — athrms the need to maintain
useful hierarchical social structures (i.e., “authority”). Which

other mitzvot address the just regulation of an ordered society?



Kabbed (honor your

parents)

77




4. Lo tirtzach can be extended from the prohibition against mur-
der to all regulations with the goal of eliminating bloodshed
or preventing unnecessary or unwarranted loss of life. Can
you think of other mitzvot whose objective is to avert such

destruction?



Lo tirtzach (murder)
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s. Lo tinaf forbids not only adultery, but all forms of public and

even private lewdness.



Lo tin'af (adultery)




6. Lo tignov encompasses all the safeguards of private property,
perhaps along with the social and ritual obligations that the
acquisition of private property imposes.



Lo tignov (robbery)
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Lo taaneh (false witness)
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7. Lo tachmod can be extended to all mitzvot that attempt to
impose a discipline upon the senses.



Lo tachmod (coveting)
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