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A Trio of Catastrophe and a Septet of Consolation
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The [Midrash] P’sikta records that from B’reishit through 17 Tamuz the Haftarah is matched to
the parashah “like to like.” From thereon in, [the choice] depends on the time and the event: a
trio of catastrophe, a septet of consolation, and a duo of penitence.
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If the new moon of Ab falls on a Sabbath the haftarah is [the passage with the verse] ‘Your new
moons and your appointed seasons my soul hates, they are a burden unto me’ (Isaiah 1).
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O Have compassion on Zion for it is the source of our life, and
save the one grieved in spirit swiftly in our days. Blessed are You,
Lorp, who makes Zion rejoice in her children.

NNRY Grant us joy, LORD our God, through Elijah the prophet
Your servant, and through the kingdom of the house of David Your
anointed — may he soon come and make our hearts glad. May no
stranger sit on his throne, and may others not continue to inherit his
glory, for You promised him by Your holy name that his light would
never be extinguished. Blessed are You, LoRrD, Shield of David.
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Isaiah was prior to Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Then why should not Isaiah be placed first? — Because
the Book of Kings ends with a record of destruction and Jeremiah speaks throughout of
destruction and Ezekiel commences with destruction and ends with consolation and Isaiah is
full of consolation; therefore, we put destruction next to destruction and consolation next to
consolation.
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The people have the custom of reading on the three Sabbaths before the Ninth of Ab, as
lessons from the Prophets, passages of an admonitory character. On the first of these Sabbaths,
the lesson from the Prophets is the section beginning, "The words of Jeremiah" (Jeremiah 1:1-
2:3). On the second Sabbath, that beginning, "The vision of Isaiah" (Isaiah 1:1-20). On the third
Sabbath, that beginning, "How is the faithful city become a harlot" (ibid. 1:21-2:4)."Ashkenazi
custom is to read respectively on these Sabbaths before the Ninth of Ab, Jeremiah 1:1-2:3, 2:4-
28 and Isaigh 1:1-27. On the Sabbath after the Ninth of Ab, the lesson from the Prophets is the
section beginning, "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people" (Isaiah 40:1-26). It is the general
custom in our city to read comforting messages from Isaiah as the lessons from the Prophets on
the Sabbaths after the Ninth of Ab till the New Year. On the Sabbath between the New Year and
the Day of Atonement, the lesson from the Prophets is the section beginning "Return O Israel"
(Hosea 14:2-10).

Professor Ezra Zion Melamed (17217 712577 7779) suggested that the “catastrophic trio” is an
originally Palestinian custom that entered into the Babylonian tradition and replaced the
thematic haftarot of those three parashiyot.
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