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Setting the Stage:  

Judges 1-3 and the Promise of Patterns 

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * June 1st 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1: Expectations in storytelling  

David M. Gunn and Donna Nolan Fewell, Narrative in the Hebrew Bible, 103: 

While they may be structured around real-life experiences, literary plots differ from real 

life. Whereas, in real life, events often seem random, narrative shapes events into 

meaningful patterns… Our lives, even particular episodes in our lives, do not have the 

distinct parameters that we find in literary plots. Nor, for that matter, are they 

commonly accorded obvious meaning. Consequently, while plots must be similar 

enough to real life so that we can understand and relate to them… they must also be 

different in order for us to appreciate them. We see enough disjointedness in everyday 

life. When we read, we expect to see significance. 

 

Peter Brooks, Reading for the Plot, Design and Intention in Narrative, 21: 

Narrative stories depend on meaning delayed, partially filled in, stretched out. 

 

Peter Guber, “The Four Truths of the Storyteller”, HBR: 

Every storyteller is in the expectations-management business. 

 

 

Course description: 
Over the course of three biblical books and three bloody centuries, the ancient Israelites 

transformed from scattered tribes led by temporary saviors into a united nation ruled by a king. This 

course will ask how the Tanach chooses to construct the story of this transformation. How does the 

biblical narrator handle conflict and character arcs, dialogue, and plot? And what can these 

storytelling techniques tell us about the ideas and vision that the texts are trying to impart?  

 

This course will follow the rise of the Israelite kingdom through civil wars and failed relationships, 

and explore the concepts, and the warnings, that the tale conveys. 
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3: Failure 
Judges 1:27 

(27) Manasseh did not dispossess [the 

inhabitants of] Beth-shean and its 

dependencies, or [of] Taanach and its 

dependencies, or the inhabitants of Dor and its 

dependencies, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and 

its dependencies, or the inhabitants of Megiddo 

and its dependencies. The Canaanites persisted 

in dwelling in this region. 

 שופטים א׳:כ״ז 

א  ה ֗ישׁ מְנַשׁ   ֣)כז( וְלאֹ־הוֹר   ית־שְׁ ֵּ ת־ב  ן ֣א 
יה   נוֹת  ת־ב ְ עְנַ  ֮וְא  ַ ת־ת  יה  ֣וְא  נתֹ  ת־ב ְ ת־ ֒ךְ וְא  וְא 
בֵּ  נוֹת  ֜י[ ד ֨ישב ]ישְֹׁ ת־ב ְ בֵּ ֗וֹר וְא  ת־יוֹשְׁ י ֤יה  וְא 
ם בְלְע  נתֹ   ֙י  ת־ב ְ בֵּ ֔וְא  ת־יוֹשְׁ ד  ֥יה  וְא  ת־֖י מְג  וֹ וְא 
נוֹת   ל֙יה  וַי  ֑ב ְ נַעֲנ   ֙וֹא  ְ שׁ  ֔הַַֽכ  א  ֖י ל  ת ב    ץ הַז ַֹֽאת׃ר  ֥ב 

 

2. A new beginning  
 

Judges 1:1-3 

(1) After the death of Joshua, the 

Israelites inquired of the LORD, “Which 

of us shall be the first to go up against the 

Canaanites and attack them?” (2) The 

LORD replied, “Let [the tribe of] Judah 

go up. I now deliver the land into their 

hands.” (3) Judah then said to their 

brother-tribe Simeon, “Come up with us 

to our allotted territory and let us attack 

the Canaanites, and then we will go with 

you to your allotted territory.” So Simeon 

joined them. 

 

 ג׳ -פטים א׳:א׳ שו

י ֗)א( וַיְה   אֲלו  ֔וֹת יְהוֹשׁ  מ֣  ֙י אַחֲרֵּ שְׁ נֵּ ֙עַ וַַֽי   אֵּ ֣ב ְ ר  ל ֔י י ש ְ
יהו   ַ אמֹ ֖ב  ה־ל   ֣ר מ  ֑ה לֵּ נַעֲנ  ֧י יעֲַל  ְ ל־הַַֽכ  ל   ֛נו  א  ח  ת ְ ַ ה  ֖י ב 
ל    ֹ ֥לְה  ַֽוֹ׃ )ב( וַי  ם ב  ר יְהו  ֣ח  ֵּ ֑ה יַעֲל  ֣ה יְהו ד  ֖אמ  נ  ה  ֛ה ה 
י ֥נ תַ  א  ת   ת־ה  ֹ ֖א  י דַֽוֹ׃ )ג( וַי  ץ ב ְ ה ֣ר  ר יְהו ד   ֩אמ 

מְע ח  ֨לְשׁ  ת   ֧יו עֲלֵּ ֜וֹן א  ל  ֣ה א  ה֗י בְגוֹר  חֲמ  ַֽל    ֙ י וְנ 
נַעֲנ   ְ ַֽכ  ַ לַכְת   ֔ב  ך  ֛י גַם־אֲנ  ֧י וְה  ת ְ ל   ֖י א  גוֹר  ֵּ ֑ב ְ ת  ֥ ך  וַי  ךְ א  וֹ ֖ל 
מְעַֽוֹן׃  שׁ 

 

Joshua 1:1-2 

(1) After the death of Moses the servant 

of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua 

son of Nun, Moses’ attendant: (2) “My 

servant Moses is dead. Prepare to cross 

the Jordan, together with all this people, 

into the land that I am giving to the 

Israelites. 

 

 ב׳ -יהושע א׳:א׳

ד יְהו  ֣ה ע  ֖וֹת משֹׁ  ֥י מ ֛י אַחֲרֵּ ֗)א( וַיְה   ֹ ֑ב  ר  ֤ה וַי  אמ 
ל־יְהוֹשׁ   ֙יְהו ה  ן־נ֣א  רֵּ ֔עַ ב   אמַֹֽר׃  ֖ת משֹׁ  ֥ו ן מְשׁ  ה לֵּ
ה֑י מֵּ ֖ה עַבְד   ֥משֹׁ  )ב(  ַרְד ֵּ ֜ו ם עֲבֹ ֨ק ֩ת וְעַת   ת־הַי  ן ֣ר א 
ה ֗הַז    ע   ֙ה אַת   א  ֔ם הַז   ֣וְכ ל־ה  ל־ה  ץ אֲשׁ  ֕ה א  נכֹ  ֧ר  י ֛ר א 
ה  ֥נתֵֹּ  בְנֵּ ֖ן ל  ַֽל׃ ֥ם ל  אֵּ ר   י י ש ְ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.1.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.1.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.1.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.1.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.1.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.1.1-2
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4: God’s interference  
Judges 2:1-3 

(1) An angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to 

Bochim and said, “I brought you up from Egypt 

and I took you into the land which I had promised 

on oath to your fathers. And I said, ‘I will never 

break My covenant with you. (2) And you, for your 

part, must make no covenant with the inhabitants of 

this land; you must tear down their altars.’ But you 

have not obeyed Me—look what you have done! 

(3) Therefore, I have resolved not to drive them out 

before you; they shall become your oppressors, and 

their gods shall be a snare to you.” 

 ג׳ -שופטים ב׳:א׳

ַ לְג   ֛עַל מַלְאַךְ־יְהו  ֧ )א( וַי  ן־הַג   כֹ  ֖ה מ  ל־הַב  ים )פ(  ֑ל א 
ר תְכ  ֨אַעֲל   ֩וַי אֹמ  צְרַ ֜ה א  מ   ב  ֗ם מ  תְכ ם֤ י ם ו א  ל־  ֙יא א  א 
א   ץ אֲשׁ  ֗ ה  ב ַ ֤ר  שְׁ י֙ ר נ  יכ  ֣לַאֲבֹ  ֙עְת   פֵּ ֕ו אמַֹ  ם֔תֵּ ר ֧ ר לַֹֽא־א 

ית   ר  כ  ֛ב ְ ת ְ ַֽם׃ )ב( וְאַת   ֖י א  כְרְת֗ם לְעוֹל  ית֤ם לַֹֽא־ת    ֙ו  בְר 
י בֵּ א   ֙לְיַֽוֹשְׁ ץ הַז ֹ ֣ ה  יה  ֔ר  חוֹתֵּ זְב ְ צֹ֖את מ  ת  ו ן וְלַֹֽא־ ֑ם ת  
מַעְת    קלֹ  ֥שְׁ ַֽם׃ )ג( וְגַ ֥ י מַה־ז ֹ ֖ם ב ְ ית  מַ ֣את עֲש   י  ֔ ם א  רְת  
נֵּיכ  ם  ֖שׁ אוֹת  ֥לַֹֽא־אֲג רֵּ  ְ פ  י֑מ  כ ם֤ם וְה  ד    ֙ו  ל  ים  ֔לְצ 

יה  ֣וֵּאלֹ  הְי֔הֵּ כ  ֥ם י  ַֽשׁ׃֖ו  ל   ם לְמוֹקֵּ

 

5: The pattern-to-come 
Judges 2:10-19 

(10) And all that generation were likewise gathered to 

their fathers. Another generation arose after them, which 

had not experienced the LORD or the deeds that He had 

wrought for Israel. (11) And the Israelites did what was 

offensive to the LORD. They worshiped the Baalim (12) 

and forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who 

had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They 

followed other gods, from among the gods of the 

peoples around them, and bowed down to them; they 

provoked the LORD… (14) Then the LORD was 

incensed at Israel, and He handed them over to foes who 

plundered them. He surrendered them to their enemies 

on all sides, and they could no longer hold their own 

against their enemies. (15) In all their campaigns, the 

hand of the LORD was against them to their undoing, as 

the LORD had declared and as the LORD had sworn to 

them; and they were in great distress. (16) Then the 

LORD raised up chieftains who delivered them from 

those who plundered them… (18) When the LORD 

raised up chieftains for them, the LORD would be with 

the chieftain and would save them from their enemies 

during the chieftain’s lifetime; for the LORD would be 

moved to pity by their moanings because of those who 

oppressed and crushed them. (19) But when the 

chieftain died, they would again act basely, even more 

than the preceding generation—following other gods, 

worshiping them, and bowing down to them; they 

omitted none of their practices and stubborn ways. 

 י״ט -שופטים ב׳:י׳

ל־הַד   ֙ם)י( וְגַ  סְפ֔וֹר הַה ֣כ   ל־אֲבוֹת  ֖ו א נ א  יו  ֑ו  א 
ם  יה  ֜ וֹר אַחֵּ ֨ד   ֩וַי  ק  ת־  ֙ר לאֹ־י ָֽדְעו  ֤אֲש   ם ֗ ר אַחֲרֵּ א 
עֲש    ֙וְגַם ה֔יְהו   ַ ת־הַַֽמ  ש   ֥ה אֲשׁ  ֔ א  ַֽל׃ ֖ ר ע  אֵּ ר  ה לְי ש ְ

אֵּ ֧)ס( )יא( וַי עֲַש   ר  רַ ֛ו  בְנֵַּֽי־י ש ְ ת־ה  ינֵּ֖ ל א  עֵּ י  ֣ע ב ְ
ַעַבְדה ֑יְהו   ַעַזְב֖וַי  ַֽים׃ )יב( וַי  ל  ע  ת־הַב ְ ת־ ֞ו  א  ו  א 
וֹצ  ֗י אֲבוֹת  ֣ה ׀ אֱלהֵֹּ ֣יְהו   ם֣ם הַמ  א   ֮יא אוֹת  ץ  ֣מֵּ ר 

צְרַי ם ֵּלְכ ֒מ  ר  ֣י ׀ אֱלהֹ  ֣ו  אַחֲרֵּ ֞וַי  אֱלהֵֹּ ֗ ים אֲחֵּ י ֤ ים מֵּ
ים ַֽעַמ   ר ֙ה  יב ֙אֲשׁ  יה  ֣סְב  חֲו֔וֹתֵּ ַ ת  ַֽשְׁ ה  ֖ם וַי   ם  ֑ו  ל 
ַֽחַר־אַ ֖וַי כְַע   ת־יְהו ַֽה...)יד( וַי     ֙ף יְהו ה ֤סו  א 

אֵּ  ר  י ש ְ נֵּם֔ב ְ יַד־שׁסֹ   ֙ל וַַֽי  ת ְ ֹ ֔ב ְ ו  אוֹת  ֖ים וַי  שׁ ם  ֑ס 
רֵּ  מְכ ְ יַ֞וַַֽי   ם֤ם ב ְ יה  ב    ֙ד אַֽוֹיְבֵּ ס   וֹד ֔ו  ע֣יב וְלַֹֽא־י כְל֔ מ 
פְנֵּ֖לַעֲמֹ  כֹ ֥ ד ל  ַֽם׃ )טו( ב ְ יה    ו  ֗ר י צְא ֣ל ׀ אֲשׁ  ֣י אוֹיְבֵּ

ה־ב    ֙יַד־יְהו ה  יְת  ע  ֣ה  ר֔ם לְר  ַֽאֲשׁ  ַ ב    ֙ה כ  ה ֔ ר יְהו  ֣ד  
ב ַ ֛וְכַאֲשׁ   שְׁ ה  ֖ע יְהו  ֥ר נ  ֵּ ֑ ה ל  ה  ֥ם וַי  ר ל  ם מְאַֹֽד׃  ֖צ 
ם יְהו  ֥)טז( וַי    ַֹֽפְט  ֖ק  יע֣ים וַי  ֑ ה שׁ ַ֔וֹשׁ  י  ד ֖ו ם מ 

ק   ַֽי־הֵּ ַֽם… )יח( וְכ  יה  ם֥ים יְהו  ֨שׁסֵֹּ ה  ים ֮ה ׀ ל  ַֹֽפְט   ֒שׁ
י   פֵֹּ  ֙ה יְהו ה ֤וְה  ם־הַשׁ  ם֔ע  יע  ַ ֙ט וְהַֽוֹשׁ  י  יה  ֣מ  ם ֔ד אַֹֽיְבֵּ
 ֹ וֹפֵּ ֣ ל יְמֵּ כ֖  נ  חֵּ ֑י הַשׁ  ַֽי־י  ת   ֙ם יְהו ה ֤ ט כ   ַַֽאֲק  נ  נֵּ֔מ  ְ פ  י ֥ם מ 

יה   י  ֖לחֲֹצֵּ ַֽם׃ )יט( וְה  יה  מ֣ ם וְדחֲֹקֵּ וֹפֵּ ֣ה ׀ ב ְ ט ֗ וֹת הַשׁ 
ח   ֙בו  ֙י שׁ   שְׁ ַֽאֲבוֹת  ֣וְה  ל  ֔ יתו  מֵּ י֗ם ל  ים ֣ אֱלהֹ    ֙כ ת אַַֽחֲרֵּ
ר   בְד  ֔אֲחֵּ חֲו  ֖ים לְע  ַ ת  שְׁ ה  ֣ם ו לְה  פ   ֤ם לֹ ֑ת ל   ֙ילו  ֙א ה 
מ ַ  יה  ֣ מ  רְכ   ֔עַלְלֵּ ד ַ ַֽה׃֖ם ו מ  שׁ   ם הַק  

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.10-19
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.10-19
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6: Narrower stories 
  

Michael Waltzer, In God’s Shadow: Politics in the Hebrew Bible, 

51: 

 

Then the focus shifts again, back to family history. This time the 

families are dynasties or would-be dynasties, but the conflicts are the 

same as before... The people fade into the distance... Our attention is 

focused in both cases on the household.  
 

7: An alarming precedent  
Exodus 1:6-8 

(6) Joseph died, and all his brothers, and 

all that generation. (7) But the Israelites 

were fertile and prolific; they multiplied 

and increased very greatly, so that the 

land was filled with them. (8) A new king 

arose over Egypt who did not know 

Joseph. 

 ח׳ -שמות א׳:ו׳

ף֤)ו( וַי    ת יוֹסֵּ ח   ֙מ  וֹר הַהַֽו א׃ )ז(  ֥ל הַד  ֖יו וְכֹ ֔וְכ ל־א 
אֵּ י ֣ו בְנֵּ ר  ר ֗י ש ְ רְצ ֧ל פ   שְׁ רְב  ֛ו  וַַֽי   ַַֽעַצְמ֥ו  וַי   מְאֹ ֖ו  וַי  ד ֣ו  ב  
לֵּ ֑מְאֹ  מ   א  ֥ד וַת   ַֽם׃ )פ( )ח( וַי   ֖א ה  ץ אתֹ  ם ֥ר  ק 

ד   ךְ־ח  ַֽל  צְר  ֖מ  ָֹֽא־י ד  ֥אֲש   י ם ֑שׁ עַל־מ  ת־ ע֖ר ל א 
ַֽף׃  יוֹסֵּ

 

8: And so it starts 
Judges 3:7-8 

(7) The Israelites did what was offensive to 

the LORD; they ignored the LORD their 

God and worshiped the Baalim and the 

Asheroth. (8) The LORD became incensed 

at Israel and surrendered them to King 

Cushan-rishathaim of Aram-naharaim; and 

the Israelites were subject to Cushan-

rishathaim for eight years. 

 ח׳ -שופטים ג׳:ז׳

אֵּ ֨)ז( וַי עֲַש   ר  רַע ֤ו  בְנֵּי־י ש ְ ת־ה  ינֵּ ֙ל א  עֵּ ה ֔י יְהו  ֣ב ְ
ח כ ְ שְׁ ת־יְהו  ֖וַַֽי   יה  ֣ו  א  ַֹֽהֵּ בְדם ֑ה אֱל י  ע  ת־ ו  ֥ו  א 
ל   ע  ַֽחַר־אַ ֖הַב ְ רַֽוֹת׃ )ח( וַי   אֲשֵּׁ ת־ה   ֙ף יְהו ה ֤ים וְא 
אֵּ  ר  י ש ְ רֵּ ֔ב ְ מְכ ְ יַד֗ל וַַֽי   ו שַׁ  ֙ם ב ְ תַ ֣כ  ע  שְׁ ךְ ֖י ם מ  ֔ן ר  ל 

בְדי ם ֑ם נַהֲר  ֣אֲרַ  י  ע  אֵּ  ו  ֧ו  ר  ו שַׁ ֛בְנֵַּֽי־י ש ְ ת־כ  ן ֥ל א 
תַ  ע  שְׁ מנֹ  ֖ר  ַֽים׃ ֥י ם שְׁ נ   ה שׁ 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.1.6-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.1.6-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.7-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.7-8

