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Variations on a Theme:  

Judges 10-12 and Jephthah’s Tragedy 

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * June 8th 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1: The importance of being repetitive  

David M. Gunn and Donna Nolan Fewell, Narrative in the Hebrew Bible, 148: 

If meaning, as many say, essentially depends on difference, then sorting out similarity 

and difference is a central operation of close reading. Repetition creates rich 

possibilities of variation, and variation creates new meaning. Repetition can first lull the 

reader into false expectations and then, through sudden variance, can introduce an 

element of startling surprise. Repetition and variation can equate and contrast events or 

characters or even whole other texts through association, inviting the reader to consider 

the significance of similarities and dissimilarities. 

 

 
2: Making a point 

Judges 3:5-6 

(5) The Israelites settled among the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 

Hivites, and Jebusites; (6) they took their 

daughters to wife and gave their own 

daughters to their sons, and they 

worshiped their gods. 

 ו׳ - שופטים ג׳:ה׳

רָאֵ ֣)ה( ובְּנֵ ב֔י יִש ְ ְ ק  ֖ל ישָ  נַעֲנִ ֣וּ בְּ ב הַַֽכְּ י  ֤י הַחִתִּ ֑ר 
ִּ  ֙וְהַָֽאֱמרִֹי  רִז וּ ֨י וְהַיְבוסִַּֽי׃ )ו( וַיִּקְח֖י וְהַחִוִּ ֔וְהַפְּ

נוֹתֵיה   ת־בְּ ם ֤א  ִ  ֙ם לָה  נוֹתֵיה  ֔לְנָש  ת־בְּ ם ֖ים וְא 
ַֽם׃ )פ( ֖עַבְדם וַיַּ֑וּ לִבְנֵיה  ֣נָתְנ ת־אֱלהֵֹיה   וּ א 

 

Judges 3:12-14 

(12) the Israelites again did what was 

offensive to the LORD. And because they 

did what was offensive to the LORD, the 

LORD let King Eglon of Moab prevail over 

Israel. (13) [Eglon] brought the Ammonites 

and the Amalekites together under his 

command, and went and defeated Israel and 

occupied the City of Palms. (14) The 

Israelites were subject to King Eglon of 

Moab for eighteen years. 

 י״ד -שופטים ג׳:י״ב

נֵ ֙פוּ ֙)יב( וַיּסִֹ  רָאֵ ֣בְּ עֵינֵ֖וֹת הָרַ ֥ל לַעֲש  ֔י יִש ְ י ֣ע בְּ
ֵּ֑יְהוָ  גְל֜ק יְהוָ ֨ה וַיְחַז ת־ע  ךְ־מוֹאָב֤ה א  ַֽל  עַל־ ֙ וֹן מ 

רָאֵ  ַֽי־עָש  ֛ל עַ ֔יִש ְ ת־הָרַ ֥ל כִּ עֵינֵ֖וּ א  י יְהוַָֽה׃  ֥ע בְּ
נֵ֔ף אֵלָ ֣)יג( וַיּ אֱסֹ  ת־בְּ ךְ ֗ ק וַיֵּ ֑וֹן וַעֲמָלֵ ֖י עַמּ ֥יו א  ל 

רָאֵ  ֙וַיּךְַ  ת־יִש ְ ַֽירְש  ֔א  ת־עִ ֖ל וַיִּ מָרִַֽ֥וּ א  ים׃  יר הַתְּ
רָאֵל ֤)יד( וַיּעַַבְד גְל ֙וּ בְנֵַֽי־יִש ְ ת־ע  ךְ־֣א  ַֽל  וֹן מ 

מוֹנ ֔מוֹאָ  ְ רֵ ֥ב ש  ש ְ נַָֽה׃ )ס( ֖ה ע  ָ  ה ש 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.5-6
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.5-6
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.12-14
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.12-14
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3. A subtle trend 
Judges 3:14-17 

(14) The Israelites were subject to King 

Eglon of Moab for eighteen years. (15) 

Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD, 

and the LORD raised up a champion for 

them: the Benjaminite Ehud son of Gera, a 

left-handed man. It happened that the 

Israelites sent tribute to King Eglon of 

Moab through him. (16) So Ehud made for 

himself a two-edged dagger, a gomed in 

length, which he girded on his right side 

under his cloak. (17) He presented the 

tribute to King Eglon of Moab. Now Eglon 

was a very stout man. 

 י״ז -שופטים ג׳:י״ד

רָאֵל ֤)יד( וַיּעַַבְד גְל ֙וּ בְנֵַֽי־יִש ְ ת־ע  ךְ־מוֹאָ ֣א  ַֽל  ב ֔וֹן מ 
מוֹנ  ְ רֵ ֥ש  ש ְ זְעֲק֖ה ע  נַָֽה׃ )ס( )טו( וַיִּ ָ וּ בְנֵַֽי־֣ה ש 
רָאֵל  ל־יְהוָה  ֮יִש ְ ם ֒א  ִ ֜ה לָה  ֨יְהוָ  ֩וַיּקָ  ת־יעַ ֗ם מוֹש  א 
ן־גֵּרָא֤אֵה  ן־הַיְמִינִ  ֙ודּ בּ  וֹ ֑ר יַד־יְמִינ֖יש  אִטֵּ ֥י אִ ֔בּ 

לְח ְ רָאֵ ֨וַיִּש  ידָוֹ ֤וּ בְנֵי־יִש ְ גְל֔מִנְחָ  ֙ל בְּ ךְ ֥וֹן מ  ֖ה לְע  ל 
ב וְלָ ֗וּד ח  ֜וֹ אֵה ֨ל ֩מוֹאַָֽב׃ )טז( וַיּעַַש   נֵ֛ר  ְ וֹת ֖י פֵי֥הּ ש 

ד אָרְכָּ גֹּ֣  ךְ ֥ל י  ֖ יו עַ ֔חַת לְמַדָּ ֣מִתַּ  ֙ר אוֹתָהּ ֤הּ וַיַּחְגֹּ ֑מ  ר 
נְחָ  ֙יְמִינַֽוֹ׃ )יז( וַיַּקְרֵב  ת־הַמִּ גְל֔א  ךְ ֣וֹן מ  ֖ה לְע  ל 

גְל֑מוֹאָ  רִ ֥וֹן אִ ֕ב וְע   יא מְאַֹֽד׃ ֖יש  בָּ

 

Judges 4:4-7 

(4) Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, was a 

prophetess; she led Israel at that time. (5) She 

used to sit under the Palm of Deborah, 

between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country 

of Ephraim, and the Israelites would come to 

her for decisions. (6) She summoned Barak 

son of Abinoam, of Kedesh in Naphtali, and 

said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, 

has commanded: Go, march up to Mount 

Tabor, and take with you ten thousand men of 

Naphtali and Zebulun. (7) And I will draw 

Sisera, Jabin’s army commander, with his 

chariots and his troops, toward you up to the 

Wadi Kishon; and I will deliver him into your 

hands.” 

 ז׳ - שופטים ד׳:ד׳

ָּ  ֙)ד( ודְּבוֹרָה  יד ֖ה אֵ ֔ה נְבִיאָ ֣אִש  ת לַפִּ וֹת ֑ש  
פְֹטָ ֛הִ  רָאֵ ֥יא ש  ת־יִש ְ עֵ ֖ה א  ת הַהִַֽיא׃ )ה( ֥ל בָּ
ַֽחַת־תֹּ ֨הִיא יוֹש   ֠וְ  ת תַּ בוֹרָ ֜ב  ר דְּ ה  ֛ין הָרָמָ ֧ה בֵּ ֗מ 
ַֽית־אֵ ֥ובֵּ  הַ ֖ין בֵּ פְרָ ֣ל בְּ נֵ֛וּ אֵל  ֥יִם וַיּעֲַל֑ר א  י ֥יהָ בְּ

רָאֵ  ְ ֖יִש ְ ש  לַ ל לַמִּ ְ ש  ַֽט׃ )ו( וַתִּ קְרָא ֗פָּ ק  ֣לְבָרָ  ֙ח וַתִּ
ן־אֲבִינֹ  לִ ֖עַם מִקּ  ֔בּ  ש  נַפְתָּ ר אֵלָ ֨י וַתֹּ ֑ד  יו ֜אמ 

רָאֵ ֣ה ׀ יְהוָ ֣א צִוָּ ֥הֲלֹ  כְתָּ ֤ל לֵ ֗ה אֱלהֵַֹֽי־יִש ְ ַ  ֙ךְ ומַָּֽש 
הַ  ב ֣בְּ ךָ  ֣וֹר וְלָקַחְתָּ ֔ר תָּ ת אֲלָפִים ֤עֲש    ֗עִמְּ  ֙ר 
נֵ ֔אִ  נֵ֖לִ י נַפְתָּ ֥יש  מִבְּ כְתִּ ֥י ומִּבְּ ַ י ֨י זְבֻלַֽוןּ׃ )ז( ומָּש 
ל־נַ ֜אֵל   ת־סִַֽיסְרָא ֗חַל קִיש  ֣יךָ א  ר־צְבָ  ֙וֹן א  א  ֣ש ַ
ת־רִכְבּ ֔יבִָ  ת־הֲמוֹנ֖ין וְא  ַֽךָ׃֖וֹ ונְּתַתִּ ֑וֹ וְא  ידָ   יהוּ בְּ

 

 

Judges 4:14 

(14) Then Deborah said to Barak, “Up! This is the 

day on which the LORD will deliver Sisera into 

your hands: the LORD is marching before you.” 

Barak charged down Mount Tabor, followed by 

the ten thousand men, 

 ׳:י״דשופטים ד

ר  ברָֹ  ֩)יד( וַתּאֹמ  רָ ֨דְּ ל־בָּ ה ֤י ז  ֣וםּ כִּ ֗ק ק ֜ה א 
ר  ֙הַיּוֹם  ת־סִַֽיסְרָא ֤ן יְהוָ ֨נָתַ  ֩אֲש   ידָ   ֙ה א  ךָ  ֔בְּ
רָק ֤יךָ וַיֵּ ֑א לְפָנ  ֣ה יצָָ ֖א יְהוָ ֥הֲלֹ  ד בָּ ר ֣מֵהַ  ֙ר 
ב ת אֲלָפִ ֧וֹר וַעֲש   ֔תָּ  יש  אַחֲרַָֽיו׃ ֖ים אִ ֛ר 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.14-17
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.3.14-17
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.14


3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4: Third time the charm 
Judges 6:11-15 

(11) An angel of the LORD came and sat under the 

terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the 

Abiezrite. His son Gideon was then beating out wheat 

inside a winepress in order to keep it safe from the 

Midianites. (12) The angel of the LORD appeared to 

him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, valiant 

warrior!” (13) Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if 

the LORD is with us, why has all this befallen us? 

Where are all His wondrous deeds about which our 

fathers told us, saying, ‘Truly the LORD brought us up 

from Egypt’? Now the LORD has abandoned us and 

delivered us into the hands of Midian!” (14) The 

LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this strength of 

yours and deliver Israel from the Midianites. I herewith 

make you My messenger.” (15) He said to Him, 

“Please, my lord, how can I deliver Israel? Why, my 

clan is the humblest in Manasseh, and I am the 

youngest in my father’s household.” 

 ט״ו -שופטים ו׳:י״א 

ב֙ה וַיֵּ ֗ךְ יְהוָ ֣א מַלְאַ ֞ )יא( וַיּבָֹ    ֙חַת הַָֽאֵלָה תַּ֤  ֙ש  
עָפְרָ ֣אֲש    זְרִ ֣ ש  אֲבִ ֖ר לְיוֹאָ ֥ה אֲש   ֔ ר בְּ וֹן  ֣י וְגִדְע֑י הַָֽע 
נ ים֤וֹ חבֵֹ ֗בְּ גַּ  ֙ט חִטִּ נֵ֖ ת לְהָנִ ֔ בַּ י מִדְיַָֽן׃ )יב(  ֥יס מִפְּ
אַ ֖א אֵלָ ֥וַיּרֵָ  ֹ ֑ךְ יְהוָ ֣יו מַלְּ ר אֵלָ ֣ה וַיּ ה ֥ יו יְהוָ ֔ אמ 
ךָ  בּ   ֖עִמְּ חַָֽיִל׃ )יג( וַ ֥גִּ ֹ וֹר ה  ר אֵלָ ֨יּ דְעוֹן֤ אמ  י  ֣ בִּ  ֙יו גִּ
ה מְצָאַ ֥נוּ וְלָ ֔עִמָּ  ֙ש  יְהוָה ֤י וְיֵ ֔ אֲדנִֹ  ֹ ֖מָּ ל־ז את ֑תְנוּ כָּ
ר֡ ה כַָֽל־נִפְלְאתָֹ ֣וְאַיֵּ  רו־ּלָ  ֩יו אֲש   ינוּ ֜נוּ אֲבוֹתֵ ֨סִפְּ
צְרַ ֤ ר הֲלֹ ֗ לֵאמֹ  עֱלָ   ֙יִם֙א מִמִּ ה ֔ נוּ יְהוָ ֣ה    ֙ה וְעַתָּ
 ָ כַף־מִדְיַָֽן׃ )יד( וַיִּ ֖נֵה וַַֽיִּתְּ ֔ נוּ יְהוָ ֣נְטָש  ן אֵלָיו֤נוּ בְּ  ֙ פ 
ֹ ֔יְהוָ  ר לֵ ֗ ה וַיּ כחֲֹךָ ֚אמ  עְתָּ ֔ז    ֣ךְ בְּ ַ ת־   ֥ה וְהוֹש  א 

רָאֵ  ַֽיךָ׃ )טו(  ֖ן הֲלֹ ֑ף מִדְיָ ֣ל מִכַּ ֖יִש ְ לַחְתִּ ְ א ש 
 ֹ ר אֵלָיו֤וַיּ מָּ ֔ י אֲדנָֹ ֣בִּ  ֙אמ  ִ ֥י בַּ רָאֵ ֖ה אוֹש  ת־יִש ְ ל ֑יעַ א 
י֤ הִנֵּ ּ  ֣הַדַּ   ֙ה אַלְפִּ מְנַש  עִ ֥ה וְאָנכִֹ ֔ל בִּ בֵ ֖י הַצָּ ית  ֥ יר בְּ

 אָבִַֽי׃ 

 

Judges 7:1-7 

(1) Early next day, Jerubbaal—that is, Gideon—and all 

the troops with him encamped above En-harod, while 

the camp of Midian was in the plain to the north of 

him, at Gibeath-moreh. (2) The LORD said to Gideon, 

“You have too many troops with you for Me to deliver 

Midian into their hands; Israel might claim for 

themselves the glory due to Me, thinking, ‘Our own 

hand has brought us victory.’...(4) “There are still too 

many troops,” the LORD said to Gideon. “Take them 

down to the water and I will sift them for you there. 

Anyone of whom I tell you, ‘This one is to go with 

you,’ that one shall go with you; and anyone of whom I 

tell you, ‘This one is not to go with you,’ that one shall 

not go.” (5) So he took the troops down to the water… 

(6) Now those who “lapped” the water into their 

mouths by hand numbered three hundred; all the rest of 

the troops got down on their knees to drink. (7) Then 

the LORD said to Gideon, “I will deliver you and I will 

put Midian into your hands through the three hundred 

‘lappers’; let the rest of the troops go home.” 

 ׳ ז-שופטים ז׳:א׳

כֵּ  ְ   ר֣אֲש    ֙וְכָל־הָעָם וֹן֗גִדְע וּאה֣  עַל֜ם יְרֻבַּ ֨)א( וַיַּש 
 וֹ ֣הָיהָ־ל ֙מִדְיןָ ה ֤ ומַּחֲנֵ ד ֑חֲרֹ  ין֣עַל־עֵ  וּ ֖וַַֽיַּחֲנ וֹ ֔אִתּ 
פ בְעַ  וֹן֔מִצָּ ק׃  ה ֖ הַמּוֹר   ת֥ מִגִּ עֵַֽמ  ֹ ( ב ) בָּ ר֤ וַיּ   אמ 
דְע  ֙יְהוָה  ל־גִּ תִּ   ךְ ֔אִתָּ  ר֣אֲש    ֙הָעָם  ברַ֗  וֹן֔א    י֥ מִתִּ

ת־מִדְיָ  ידָָ  ן֖ א  אֵ  ם֑בְּ ן־יִתְפָּ רָאֵל י֤ עָלַ  ר֨פּ    ר֔לֵאמֹ  ֙יִש ְ
ִ  י֖ידִָ  ַֽי׃  יעָה ֥הוֹש  ֹ ( ד ...)לִּ ר֨וַיּ דְע ה ֜ יְהוָ   אמ  ל־גִּ   וֹן֗א 
ל־הַמַּ  ֙אוֹתָם  ד֤הוֹרֵ  ֒רָב ם֣הָעָ  ֮עוֹד צְרְפ   יִם֔א   נּוּ֥וְא 
ָ  ֖לְךָ  ר ה ֡וְהָיָ  םש֑    ךְ ֗אִתָּ  ךְ ֣ילֵֵ   ׀ ה ֣ז   יךָ ֜אֵל   ר֨ אמַֹ  ֩אֲש  
ר־אמַֹ  ל֨וְכֹ  ךְ ֔אִתָּ   ךְ ֣א ילֵֵ וּ ה֚  לאֹ־  ה ֚ז   יךָ ֗אֵל    ר֜אֲש  
ֹ  וּא ה֖  ךְ ֔ עִמָּ  ךְ ֣ילֵֵ  ד֥וַיּ ( ה ) ילֵֵַֽךְ׃  א ל֥ ת־הָעָ  וֹר   ם֖א 

ל־הַמָּ  ידָָם ים֤הַַֽמֲלַקְקִ  ר֞ מִסְפַּ   י֗וַיְהִ ( ו) ...יִם֑א   ֙בְּ
יה   ל־פִּ לֹ  ם֔א  ְ רי֣   ֙וְכלֹ יש  אִ֑   וֹת֖מֵא  ש  ֥ש   ם֔הָעָ   ת 
רְע רְכֵיה   וּ ֥כָּ תּ  ם֖עַל־בִּ ְ (  ז( )ס )  מַָֽיִם׃ וֹת֥לִש 
 ֹ ר֨וַיּ ל־גִּ   ה ֜יְהוָ  אמ  לשֹ   וֹן֗דְעא  ְ ש    יש  ֤הָאִ  וֹת֨מֵא  ֩בִּ

ִ  ֙הַַֽמֲלַקְקִים תְכ    יעַ ֣אוֹש  ת־מִדְיָ   י֥וְנָתַתִּ  ם֔ א    ן֖ א 
ידָ    ׃לִמְקמַֹֽוֹ  יש  ֥ אִ  וּ ֖ילְֵכ ם֔וְכָל־הָעָ  ךָ ֑בְּ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.11-15
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.11-15
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.7.1-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.7.1-7
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5: Of geography and leadership 
  

 

 

 

Yael Ziegler, Ruth – from Alienation to Monarchy, 37: 

…as the book progresses, each leader is gradually less powerful than his or her 
predecessor; the scope of the leader’s hegemony narrows alongside the 
leader’s ability to unify the people and guide them toward religious integrity. 
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6. A tale of two abandonments 
Judges 10:10-16 

(10) Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD, 

“We stand guilty before You, for we have forsaken 

our God and served the Baalim.” (11) But the 

LORD said to the Israelites, “[I have rescued you] 

from the Egyptians, from the Amorites, from the 

Ammonites, and from the Philistines… also 

oppressed you; and when you cried out to Me, I 

saved you from them. (13) Yet you have forsaken 

Me and have served other gods. No, I will not 

deliver you again. (14) Go cry to the gods you have 

chosen; let them deliver you in your time of 

distress!” (15) But the Israelites implored the 

LORD: “We stand guilty. Do to us as You see fit; 

only save us this day!” (16) They removed the alien 

gods from among them and served the LORD; and 

He could not bear the miseries of Israel. 

 ט״ז-שופטים י׳:י׳

זְעֲקוּ  נֵ ֙)י( וַַֽיִּ רָאֵ ֣ בְּ ל־יְהוָ ֔י יִש ְ ךְ ֔אנוּ לָ ֣ ר חָטָ ֑ה לֵאמֹ ֖ ל א 
ת־אֱלהֵֹ   ֙בְנוּ ֙י עָזַ ֤וְכִ  עָלִַֽים׃ )פ(  ֖ינוּ וַַֽנַּעֲבֹ ֔ א  ת־הַבְּ ד א 

ר יְהוָ ֥)יא( וַ  נֵ֖יּאֹמ  ל־בְּ רָאֵ ֣ה א  צְרַ ֤ל הֲלֹ ֑י יִש ְ   ֙יִם֙א מִמִּ
נֵ֔ אֱמרִֹ ֣ ומִּן־הָ  ַֽיםוֹן ֖ י עַמּ ֥ י ומִּן־בְּ תִּ ְ לִש  וּ ֖ לָחֲצ...ומִּן־פְּ
תְכ   צְעֲק֑א  ִ ֔וּ אֵלַ ֣ם וַתִּ תְכ  ֥י וָאוֹש  ם מִיּדַָָֽם׃ )יג(  ֖יעָה א 
ם עַבְד֔ם אוֹתִ ֣עֲזַבְתּ   ֙וְאַתּ  ן  ֥ים לָכֵ ֑ ים אֲחֵרִ ֣ וּ אֱלהִֹ ֖י וַתַּ

ִ ֖ לַֹֽא־אוֹסִ  ַֽם׃ )יד( לְ ֥יף לְהוֹש  תְכ  ל־ ֙וּ וְזַַֽעֲקוּ ֗כיעַ א  א 
חַרְתּ  ֥ים אֲש   ֔אֱלהִֹ הָ֣  ִ ֛ם הֵ ֑ם בָּ ֖ר בְּ ה יוֹש  עֵ ֖יעוּ לָכ  ֥מָּ ת  ֥ם בְּ

ַֽם׃ )טו( וַיּאֹמְר רָאֵ ֨צָרַתְכ  ל־יְהוָה ֤וּ בְנֵי־יִש ְ   ֙ל א 
ה־אַתָּ ֔חָטָ  כָל־הַטּ ֔ה לָ ֣ אנוּ עֲש ֵ עֵינ ֖נוּ כְּ ךְ  ֛יךָ אַ ֑וֹב בְּ

ילֵ  ַֽ֥א הַיּ ֖ נוּ נָ ֥הַצִּ  ּ ת־אֱלהֵֹ ֜ ה׃ )טז( וַיּסִָ וֹם הַז י  ֤ירוּ א 
רְבָּ   ֙הַנֵּכָר ת־יְהוָ ֖ם וַיּעַַבְד֔מִקִּ קְצַ ֑וּ א  וֹ ֖ר נַפְש  ֥ה וַתִּ
עֲמַ  רָאֵַֽל׃ )פ( ֥בַּ  ל יִש ְ

 

Judges 11:1-9 

(1) Jephthah the Gileadite was an able warrior, who 

was the son of a prostitute. Jephthah’s father was 

Gilead; (2) but Gilead also had sons by his wife, and 

when the wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah 

out. They said to him, “You shall have no share in 

our father’s property, for you are the son of an 

outsider.” (3) So Jephthah fled from his brothers and 

settled in the Tob country. Men of low character 

gathered about Jephthah and went out raiding with 

him… (5) And when the Ammonites attacked Israel, 

the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah back 

from the Tob country. (6) They said to Jephthah, 

“Come be our chief, so that we can fight the 

Ammonites.” (7) Jephthah replied to the elders of 

Gilead, “You are the very people who rejected me 

and drove me out of my father’s house. How can you 

come to me now when you are in trouble?” (8) The 

elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “Honestly, we 

have now turned back to you. If you come with us 

and fight the Ammonites, you shall be our 

commander over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” (9) 

Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “if you bring 

me back to fight the Ammonites and the LORD 

delivers them to me, I am to be your commander.” 

 ט-שופטים י״א:א׳

לְעָדִ ֣ )א( וְיִפְתָּ  בּ  ֙י הָיָה ֗ח הַגִּ ן־ ֖יִל וְה ֔וֹר חַ ֣גִּ וּא בּ 
 ָ ּ לְעָ ֥ה וַיּ ֑ ה זוֹנָ ֣אִש  ד גִּ ַֽח׃ )ב( וַתֵּ ֖וֹל  ת־יִפְתָּ ד  ֧ד א  ל 

לְעָ  ת־גִּ נִ ֖ד ל֛אֵַֽש   ל֑ וֹ בָּ גְדְּ ָ וּ בְַֽ֨ים וַיִּ ּ וּ ֣ה וַיְגָרְש  ֜ נֵי־הָאִש 
ת־יִפְתָּ  ֹ ֗ א  בֵית־אָבִ ֣לַֹֽא־תִנְחַ  ֙אמְרוּ לוֹ ֤ ח וַיּ י  ֛ינוּ כִּ ֔ ל בְּ
 ָ ּ ן־אִש  בְרַ ֖ ה אַח  ֥ בּ  ה׃ )ג( וַיִּ ת אַָֽתָּ ח ֤ ר  נֵ  ֙ח יִפְתָּ י  ֣מִפְּ
חָ  א  ֖יו וַיֵּ ֔ א  ב בְּ ץ ט֣ ש   ט֑ר  ַֽתְלַקְּ ח ֤וֹב וַיִּ ל־יִפְתָּ   ֙וּ א 
 ִ ר־ ֕)ה( וַיְהִ ... וּ עִמַּֽוֹ׃֖יּצְֵא ים וַ ֔ים רֵיקִ ֣אֲנָש  אֲש   י כַּ
רָאֵ ֖וּ בְנֵַֽי־עַמּ ֥נִלְחֲמ ד ֔ י גִלְעָ ֣זִקְנֵ ֙ל וַיֵַּֽלְכוּ ֑וֹן עִם־יִש ְ
ת־יִפְתָּ ֥לָקַ  ץ טַֽוֹב׃ )ו( וַיּאֹמְר֥ח מֵא  ֖חַת א  ח  ֔וּ לְיִפְתָּ ֣ר 
חֲמָ ֑נוּ לְקָצִ ֖יתָה לָּ ֥ה וְהָיִ ֕לְכָ  בְנֵ֖ין וְנִַֽלָּ י עַמַּֽוֹן׃ )ז( ֥ ה בִּ
 ֹ ח ֤וַיּ ר יִפְתָּ ם֤ד הֲלֹ ֔י גִלְעָ ֣לְזִקְנֵ ֙אמ  נֵאת   ֙א אַתּ  ם ֣ש ְ

גָרְש  ֔אוֹתִ  את  ֜י ומַּדּ ֑ית אָבִ ֣ ונִּי מִבֵּ ֖י וַתְּ   ֙ם אֵלַי֤ועַּ בָּ
אֲש   ֔עַ  ה כַּ ַֽם׃ )ח( וַ ֥ ר צַ ֖ תָּ ד  ֜י גִלְעָ ֨זִקְנֵ ֩יּאֹמְרוּ ר לָכ 

ל־יִפְתָּ  ה  ֙ח לָכֵן֗א  ַ  ֙עַתָּ נוּ ֔ עִמָּ  ֣יךָ וְהָלַכְתָּ ֔בְנוּ אֵל  ֣ ש 
בְנֵ ֖וְנִלְחַמְתָּ  בֵ ֖אש  לְכֹ ֔ לְרֹ  ֙נוּ ֙יתָ לָּ ֤ וֹן וְהָיִ ֑י עַמּ ֣בִּ ְ י  ֥ל ישֹ 

 ֹ ר יִפְתָּ ֨ גִלְעַָֽד׃ )ט( וַיּ ל־זִקְנֵ֜ אמ  ד אִם־ ֗י גִלְעָ ֣ח א 
יבִ  ִ חֵם ֙ם אוֹתִי֤ים אַתּ  ֨מְש  בְנֵ ֙לְהִלָּ ן  ֧וֹן וְנָתַ ֔י עַמּ ֣בִּ
הְי  ֕ י אָנכִֹ ֑ ם לְפָנָ ֖ה אוֹתָ ֛יְהוָ  ׃  ֖ה לָכ  ֥י א   ם לְרַֹֽאש 
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7. Two broken homes 
Judges 11:34-40 

(34) When Jephthah arrived at his home in Mizpah, 

there was his daughter coming out to meet him, 

with timbrel and dance! She was an only child; he 

had no other son or daughter. (35) On seeing her, 

he rent his clothes and said, “Alas, daughter! You 

have brought me low; you have become my 

troubler! For I have uttered a vow to the LORD and 

I cannot retract.” (36) “Father,” she said, “you have 

uttered a vow to the LORD; do to me as you have 

vowed, seeing that the LORD has vindicated you 

against your enemies, the Ammonites… (40) for 

the maidens of Israel to go every year, for four days 

in the year, and chant dirges for the daughter of 

Jephthah the Gileadite. 

 מ׳ -שופטים י״א:ל״ד

ה ֣א יִפְתָּ ֨ )לד( וַיּבָֹ  צְפָּ יתוֹ   ֮ח הַמִּ ל־בֵּ  ֙ה בִתּוֹ ֤ וְהִנֵּ ֒א 
ה  ֔יא יְחִידָ ֣ הִ  ֙וֹת וְרַק֑ים ובִּמְחלֹ֖וֹ בְתֻפִּ ֔את לִקְרָאת֣ יצֵֹ 

הּ  ֜וֹ אוֹתָ ֨כִרְאוֹת  ֩ן אוֹ־בַַֽת׃ )לה( וַיְהִי֖נּוּ בֵּ ֛ וֹ מִמּ  ֥אֵַֽין־ל
קְרַ  גָדָ ֣וַיִּ ת־בְּ ֹ ֗ ע א  ר֙יו וַיּ י  הּ ֤אֲהָ  ֙אמ  תִּ עַ  ֣הַכְרֵ  ֙בִּ

עַֹֽכְרָ ֣ תְּ הָיִ ֖נִי וְאַ ֔הִכְרַעְתִּ  צִ ֗י וְאָנכִֹ ֑ יתְ בְּ ל־  ֙יתִי־פִי֤ י פָּ א 
ַֽובּ׃ )לו( וַתֹּ ֖א אוכַּ ֥ה וְלֹ ֔יְהוָ  ר אֵלָ ֣ל לָש   ֙ יו אָבִי֗אמ 
צִ  ת־פִּ ֤פָּ ל־יְהוָ  ֙יךָ ֙יתָה א  אֲש   ֔ה לִ ֣ה עֲש ֵ ֔א  א ֣ ר יצָָ ֖י כַּ
ה ר ֣י אֲש   ֡יךָ אַחֲרֵ ֑מִפִּ  יךָ  ֖ וֹת מֵאיְֹב  ֛ה נְקָמ֧יְהוָ  ֙לְךָ  ֩ עָש ָ
נֵ לַ ֗ים ׀ ימִָ ֣)מ( מִיּמִָ ... י עַמַּֽוֹן֥ מִבְּ נ ֙כְנָה ֙ימָה תֵּ וֹת ֣בְּ
רָאֵ  לְעָדִ ֖וֹת לְבַת־יִפְתָּ ֕ל לְתַנּ ֔יִש ְ ים  ֖עַת ימִָ ֥ י אַרְבַּ ֑ח הַגִּ

נַָֽה׃ )ס(  ָ ּ ש   בַּ

 

 

Judges 12:1-6 

(1) The men of Ephraim mustered and crossed [the 

Jordan] to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah, “Why did 

you march to fight the Ammonites without calling us to 

go with you? We’ll burn your house down over you!” 

(2) Jephthah answered them, “I and my people were in 

a bitter conflict with the Ammonites; and I summoned 

you, but you did not save me from them. (3) When I 

saw that you were no saviors, I risked my life and 

advanced against the Ammonites; and the LORD 

delivered them into my hands. Why have you come 

here now to fight against me?” (4) And Jephthah 

gathered all the men of Gilead and fought the 

Ephraimites. The men of Gilead defeated the 

Ephraimites; for they had said, “You Gileadites are 

nothing but fugitives from Ephraim—being in 

Manasseh is like being in Ephraim.” (5) The Gileadites 

held the fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. 

And when any fugitive from Ephraim said, “Let me 

cross,” the men of Gilead would ask him, “Are you an 

Ephraimite?”; if he said “No,” (6) they would say to 

him, “Then say shibboleth”; but he would say 

“sibboleth,” not being able to pronounce it correctly. 

Thereupon they would seize him and slay him by the 

fords of the Jordan. Forty-two thousand Ephraimites 

fell at that time. 

 

 ׳ ו- שופטים י״ב:א׳

עֵק צָּ פְרַ אִ֣   ֙)א( וַיִּ וּ ֨וֹנָה וַיּאֹמְר֑ר צָפ֖יִם וַַֽיּעֲַבֹ ֔ יש  א 
חֵ ֣ ועַּ ׀ עָבַ ֣ח מַדּ ֜ לְיִפְתָּ  בְניֵ־עַמּ ֣רְתָּ ׀ לְהִלָּ וֹן  ֗ם בִּ
ֹ  ֙נוּ ֙וְלָ  יתְךָ ֔כ ת עִמָּ ֣לָל   ֙אתָ ֙ א קָרָ ל֤ רֹ  ֕ךְ בֵּ יךָ ֖ף עָל  ֥נִש ְ

 ֹ ׃ )ב( וַיּ אֵַֽש  ח ֤בָּ ר יִפְתָּ יב  ֗יש  רִ ֣ ם אִ ֔אֲלֵיה   ֙אמ 
זְעַ ֑וֹן מְאֹ ֖י ובְּנֵַֽי־עַמּ ֥ י וְעַמִּ ֛ יתִי אֲנִ ֛הָיִ  תְכ  ֣ד וָא  ם ֔ק א 

עְתּ   ַ ַֽי־ ֞ רְא  י מִיָּדַָֽם׃ )ג( וַָֽא  ֖ ם אוֹתִ ֥וְלַֹֽא־הוֹש  ה כִּ
ִ  ֣אֵינְךָ  ִ ֨יע וָאָש ִ ֗מוֹש  י֤ימָה נַפְש  רָה  ֙י בְכַפִּ עְבְּ   ֙וַָֽא 
נֵ ל־בְּ נֵ֔י עַמּ ֣ א  תְּ ידִָ ֖ם יְהוָ ֥וֹן וַיִּ ם  ֥ה עֲלִית  ֞ י וְלָמָ ֑ה בְּ
ּ  ֥י הַיּ ֛אֵלַ  קְבֹּ ֥ה לְהִלָּ ֖וֹם הַז ַֽי׃ )ד( וַיִּ ם בִּ ח ֤ ח    ֙ץ יִפְתָּ

 ֵ ל־אַנְש  ת־כָּ לָּ ֔י גִלְעָ ֣ א  פְרָ ֖ד וַיִּ ת־א  ם א    ֩יִם וַיּכַּוּ ֑ח 
 ֵ פְרַ ֜י גִלְעָ ֨אַנְש  ת־א  לִיטֵ  ֙י אָמְרוּ ֤יִם כִּ ֗ ד א  י  ֤ פְּ
פְרַ  לְעָ ֔אַתּ   ֙יִם֙א  ת֕ם גִּ פְרַ ֥ ד בְּ ת֖וֹךְ א  וֹךְ  ֥יִם בְּ

 ֹ לְכּ ַֽה׃ )ה( וַיִּ  ּ לְעָ ֥מְנַש  ר֛ ד גִּ ַֽת־מַעְבְּ ן  ֖וֹת הַיַּרְדֵּ ֥ד א 
פְרָ  לִיטֵ ֞רי יאֹמְ ֣ הָיָה כִּ ֠יִם וְַֽ֑ לְא  פְרַ ֤וּ פְּ   ֙יִם֙י א 
עֱבֹ  ֹ ֔ א  ַֽי־גִלְעָ ֧אמְרוּ ל֨רָה וַיּ ֵ פְרָתִ ֛וֹ אַנְש  ה  ֖ י אַ ֥ ד הַַֽא  תָּ
 ֹ ֹ ֥וַיּ ַֽר ׀ לַֹֽא׃ )ו( וַיּ בֹּ ֨ אֱמָר־נָ  ֩אמְרוּ לוֹ ֣אמ  ִ ת  ֜א ש  ל 
 ֹ ר סִבֹּ ֣וַיּ ת וְלֹ ֗אמ  וֹ  ֔וּ אוֹת֣ן וַיּאֹחֲז֔ ר כֵּ ֣לְדַבֵּ   ֙א יָכִין֤ל 

חָט ְ רוהּוּ א  ֖וַיִּש  פֹּ ֑ וֹת הַיַּרְדֵּ ֣ל־מַעְבְּ עֵ ֞ן וַיִּ ת  ֤ ל בָּ
פְרַ   ֙הַהִיא  עִ ֔מֵַֽא  נַ ֥ יִם אַרְבָּ ְ ף׃ ֖ים ושּ   יִם אַָֽל 
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