Things Fall apart:

Judqges 17-21, Where Story, and Society, Fracture

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * June 15" 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #3

1: The medium is the message
David M. Gunn and Donna Nolan Fewell, Narrative in the Hebrew Bible, 120:

With the final shattering of the pattern that has held together... the component stories in

a larger story, the book comes to a fitting end... Like the plot, the very nation is

shattered.

2: A hopeful beginning

Judges 17:1-6

(1) There was a man in the hill country of
Ephraim whose name was Micah. (2) He said
to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of
silver that were taken from you, so that you
uttered an imprecation which you repeated in
my hearing—I have that silver; | took it.”
“Blessed of the LORD be my son,” said his
mother. (3) He returned the eleven hundred
shekels of silver to his mother; but his mother
said, “I herewith consecrate the silver to the
LORD, transferring it to my son to make a
sculptured image and a molten image. | now
return it to you.” (4) So when he gave the silver
back to his mother, his mother took two
hundred shekels of silver and gave it to a
smith. He made of it a sculptured image and a
molten image, which were kept in the house of
Micah. (5) Now the man Micah had a house of
God; he had made an ephod and teraphim and
he had inducted one of his sons to be his priest.
(6) In those days there was no king in Israel;
every man did as he pleased.
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3. A hidden reprimand

Deuteronomy 12:5-8

(5) but look only to the site that the LORD
your God will choose amidst all your
tribes as His habitation, to establish His
name there. There you are to go, (6) and
there you are to bring your burnt offerings
and other sacrifices...(8) You shall not act
at all as we now act here, every man as he
pleases
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4. Further complication

Judges 17:7-13

(7) There was a young man from Bethlehem
of Judah, from the clan seat of Judah; he was
a Levite and had resided there as a sojourner.
(8) This man had left the town of Bethlehem
of Judah to take up residence wherever he
could find a place. On his way, he came to
the house of Micah in the hill country of
Ephraim. (9) “Where do you come from?”
Micah asked him. He replied, “T am a Levite
from Bethlehem of Judah, and | am traveling
to take up residence wherever | can find a
place.” (10) “Stay with me,” Micah said to
him, “and be a father and a priest to me, and
| will pay you ten shekels of silver a year, an
allowance of clothing, and your food.” The
Levite went. (11) The Levite agreed to stay
with the man, and the youth became like one
of his own sons. (12) Micah inducted the
Levite, and the young man became his priest
and remained in Micah’s shrine. (13) “Now I
know,” Micah told himself, “that the LORD
will prosper me, since the Levite has become
my priest.”
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5: Another hopeful beginning

Judges 18:1-2
(1) In those days there was no king in Israel, and in those

days the tribe of Dan was seeking a territory in which to
settle; for to that day no territory had fallen to their lot
among the tribes of Israel. (2) The Danites sent out five of
their number, from their clan seat at Zorah and Eshtaol—
valiant men—to spy out the land and explore it. “Go,”
they told them, “and explore the land.” When they had
advanced into the hill country of Ephraim as far as the
house of Micah, they stopped there for the night.

Judges 18:8-11

(8) When [the men] came back to their kinsmen at Zorah
and Eshtaol, their kinsmen asked them, “How did you
fare?” (9) They replied, “Let us go at once and attack
them! For we found that the land was very good, and you
are sitting idle! Don’t delay; go and invade the land and
take possession of it, (10) for God has delivered it into
your hand. When you come, you will come to an
unsuspecting people; and the land is spacious and nothing
on earth is lacking there.” (11) They departed from there,
from the clan seat of the Danites, from Zorah and Eshtaol,
six hundred strong, girt with weapons of war.

Judges 18:15-27

(15) So they turned off there and entered the home of the
young Levite at Micah’s house and greeted him. (16) The
six hundred Danite men, girt with their weapons of war,
stood at the entrance of the gate, (17) while the five men
who had gone to spy out the land went inside and took the
sculptured image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten
image. The priest was standing at the entrance of the
gate... (19) But they said to him, “Be quiet; put your hand

on your mouth! Come with us and be our father and priest.

Would you rather be priest to one man’s household or be
priest to a tribe and clan in Israel?”” (20) The priest was
delighted. He took the ephod, the household gods, and the
sculptured image, and he joined the people... (27) taking
the things Micah had made and the priest he had acquired.
They proceeded to Laish, a people tranquil and
unsuspecting, and they put them to the sword and burned
down the town.
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6: A family united?

Judges 19:1-3

(1) In those days, when there was no king in
Israel, a Levite residing at the other end of the
hill country of Ephraim took to himself a
concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. (2)
Once his concubine deserted him, leaving
him for her father’s house in Bethlehem in
Judah; and she stayed there a full four
months. (3) Then her husband set out, with an
attendant and a pair of donkeys, and went
after her to woo her and to win her back. She
admitted him into her father’s house; and
when the girl’s father saw him, he received
him warmly.

Judges 19:25-28

(25) But the men would not listen to him, so
the man seized his concubine and pushed her
out to them. They raped her and abused her
all night long until morning; and they let her
go when dawn broke. (26) Toward morning
the woman came back; and as it was growing
light, she collapsed at the entrance of the
man’s house where her husband was. (27)
When her husband arose in the morning, he
opened the doors of the house and went out to
continue his journey; and there was the
woman, his concubine, lying at the entrance
of the house, with her hands on the threshold.
(28) “Get up,” he said to her, “let us go.” But
there was no reply. So the man placed her on
the donkey and set out for home.

Judges 19:29

(29) When he came home, he picked up a
knife, and took hold of his concubine and cut
her up limb by limb into twelve parts. He sent
them throughout the territory of Israel.
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. A nation united?
Judges 20:11 N*9:°9 DOVDIY

(11) So all the men of Israel, united as : L e il o
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(18) They proceeded to Bethel and \ o RS s
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Judges 21:1-12 990N NS DOV

(1) Now the men of Israel had taken an oath at i NG TR
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now be missing from Israel?”... (6) The YW SR 037 TPE)H'? NGl
Israelites now relented toward their kinsmen i S L

the Benjaminites, and they said, “This day one 1/ 12732728 2K *12m03m (1)... 70K
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from the tribes of Israel who did not go up to I o- oy A
the LORD at Mizpah?” Now no one from N}? A MR AT bN ﬂ’?&? NT? R

Jabesh-gilead had come to the camp, to the “ON 7Y W2 MANRITON WORTN]
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12,000 of the warriors, instructing them as _ , I U S
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gilead to the sword, women and children 170R% Y1 W 2wl NN Onvom
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inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 maidens who T T T
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8. A legacy of violence

Judges 21:16-21

(16) So the elders of the community asked,
“What can we do about wives for those who
are left, since the women of Benjamin have
been killed off?”” (17) For they said, “There
must be a saving remnant for Benjamin, that a
tribe may not be blotted out of Israel; (18) yet
we cannot give them any of our daughters as
wives,” since the Israelites had taken an oath:
“Cursed be anyone who gives a wife to
Benjamin!” (19) They said, “The annual feast
of the LORD is now being held at Shiloh.” (It
lies north of Bethel, east of the highway that
runs from Bethel to Shechem, and south of
Lebonah.) (20) So they instructed the
Benjaminites as follows: “Go and lie in wait in
the vineyards. (21) As soon as you see the girls
of Shiloh coming out to join in the dances,
come out from the vineyards; let each of you
seize a wife from among the girls of Shiloh,
and be off for the land of Benjamin.

Judges 21:25
(25) In those days there was no king in Israel;

everyone did as he pleased.

Judges 18:30-31

(30) The Danites set up the sculptured image for
themselves; and Jonathan son of Gershom son of
Manasseh, and his descendants, served as priests to
the Danite tribe until the land went into exile. (31)
They maintained the sculptured image that Micah
had made throughout the time that the House of

God stood at Shiloh.
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