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From “Cling” to “Take” to “Family”:  

Before and After the Deluge 

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * October 26th 2021 * Bereshit: The Birthplace of Human Relationships #4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1: An ending? 
Genesis 6:5-8 

(5) The LORD saw how great was man’s 

wickedness on earth, and how every plan 

devised by his mind was nothing but evil 

all the time. (6) And the LORD regretted 

that He had made man on earth, and His 

heart was saddened. (7) The LORD said, 

“I will blot out from the earth the men 

whom I created—men together with 

beasts, creeping things, and birds of the 

sky; for I regret that I made them.” (8) But 

Noah found favor with the LORD. 

 ׳ ח-בראשית ו׳:ה׳
 ַ עַ ֛י רַב   ֥ה כ   ֔רְא יְהוֹ  ֣)ה( וַי  ד  ֥ה ר  א  א  ֖ת ה  רֶץ ֑ם ב  
בֹ  ֙צֶר֙וְכׇל־י   ְ ב  ֣מַחְש  ׇל־הַי ּֽוֹם׃ ֖ק רַ ֥וֹ רַ ֔ת ל  ע כ 
נ    ש   ֔חֶם יְהוֹ  ֣)ו( וַי   ּֽי־ע  ד  ֥ה כ   ּֽא  א  ֖ה אֶת־ה  רֶץ ֑ם ב  
תְעַצ    ֹ ֖וַי   ּֽוֹ׃ )ז( וַי  ב  ה ֨ה אֶמְחֶ ֗אמֶר יְהוֹ  ֣ב אֶל־ל 

ד   א  ר  ֤אֶת־ה  ר־ב   ֶ י ֙ם אֲש  עַל ֙את  נ  ֙מ  ְ י  ֣פ 
מ   ּֽאֲד  ם ֔ה  ד  ּֽא  מ   ֙ה מ  ה  מֶש  וְעַד־֖ה עַד־רֶ ֔עַד־ב ְ

מ  ֣ע חַ ֥י ם כ   ֑וֹף הַש    י כ   ֖י נ  ּֽם׃ )ח(  ֥מְת   ית  י עֲש  
א ח  ֥חַ מ  ֕וְנֹ  ינ ֖צ  ע  ּֽה׃֥ן ב ְ  }פ{ י יְהוֹ 

 

2: ‘Taking’ 
Genesis 6:1-3 

(1) When men began to increase on earth and 

daughters were born to them, (2) the divine 

beings saw how beautiful the daughters of 

men were and took wives from among those 

that pleased them.— (3) The LORD said, 

“My breath shall not abide in man forever, 

since he too is flesh; let the days allowed him 

be one hundred and twenty years.” 

 ׳ ג -בראשית ו׳:א׳
י  ח   ֙)א( וַּֽיְה  ּֽי־ה  ד  ֣כ   ּֽא  רֹ ֔ל ה  נ ֖ם ל  ְ מ  ֣ב עַל־פ  ּֽאֲד  ה  ֑י ה 

נ ד֖ו ב  הֶּֽ֥וֹת ילֻ ְ רְא ו  ל  ים֤ם׃ )ב( וַי   ּֽאֱלהֹ  אֶת־  ֙ו  בְנ י־ה 
נ ד  ֣ב ְ ּֽא  הֶם ֤נ  ה וַי  קְח֑ת ה  ֖י טבֹֹ ֥ם כ   ֔וֹת ה  ים ֔נ ש    ֙ו  ל 
 ֹ כ  ֶ ֖מ  ֹ ֥ל אֲש  ּֽרו ׃ )ג( וַי  ח  וֹן ֨ה לֹּֽא־י ד ֗אמֶר יְהוֹ  ֣ר ב  
ם ֤רו ח   ד  ּֽא  ג ַ ֔לְעלֹ   ֙י ב  ַ ש  ש   ֣ם ה ֖ם ב ְ י ֑ו א ב  יו ֔ו  י מ  ֣ר וְה 
א   ר  ה וְעֶ ֥מ  נ ּֽה֖ש ְ  ים ש  

Rashi on Genesis 6:2 

 for when they were ,טבת THAT THEY WERE FAIR — Rabbi Judan said, “It is written here כי טבת הנה

being made to appear “good” by being decked out to be taken beneath the marriage canopy one of the 

lords would come and violate her first (Genesis Rabbah 26:5). 

 

Bereshit Rabbah 26:5 

כְנַס ו בוֹעֲל   י ה ג דוֹל נ  ה  ה  ה לְבַעֲל  ש    ין א  יב  יו  מְט  ה  ֶ ש   יב, מ  ת  ן טבֹתֹ כ ְ י יו ד  מַר רַב   נ  ה, א  י טבֹתֹ ה  י  כ   יב כ   כְת  א הו א ד  ה, הֲד  ל   ח  ה  ת ְ
תו לוֹת, )בראשית ו,  ו  הַב ְ ל  נ  ה, א  רו , זֶה ז כ ר  טבֹתֹ ה  ח  ר ב   ֶ לֹ אֲש  כ  ים. מ  י אֲנ ש   ו  נְש   ל  רו , א  ח  ר ב   ֶ לֹ אֲש  כ  ים מ  הֶם נ ש   ב(: וַי  קְחו  ל 

י וֹת לְ  וֹמְס  מ  תְבו  ג   כ   ֶ עוֹל ם עַד ש  ן ה  וֹחו  מ  מ  ו ל לאֹ נ  ב  ַ וֹר הַמ  מַר ד  י א  ם רַב   ש   י הו נ א ב ְ ה. רַב   מ  ה. ו בְה  מ  בְה  ר וְל  אי  ז כ  מְל  י ש   מַר רַב   א 
י עֲזַרְי ה וְ  ים. רַב   ע  ים וְר  ם וְהוֹרֶגֶת טוֹב  עוֹל  ה ל  א  רוֹלוֹמו סְי א ב   א זְנו ת, אַנְד ְ ה מוֹצ  אַת   ֶ קוֹם ש  ל מ  כ  ם  ב ְ ש   ימוֹן ב ְ י ס  ר רַב   ה ב ַ י יְהו ד  רַב  

רו ךְ  דוֹש  ב   לֹ הַק   מַר עַל הַכ  י א  ו  ן ל  ֶ עַ ב  ֻ י יְהוֹש  נו ת רַב   ן הַז ְ וֹ חו ץ מ  יךְ אַפ   .  הו א מַאֲר 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.5-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.5-8
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.1-4
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.6.1-4
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3. The Soddomite variation   
Genesis 19:4-13 

(4) They had not yet lain down, when the 

townspeople, the men of Sodom, young and 

old—all the people to the last man—

gathered about the house. (5) And they 

shouted to Lot and said to him, “Where are 

the men who came to you tonight? Bring 

them out to us, that we may be intimate with 

them.” (6) So Lot went out to them to the 

entrance, shut the door behind him, (7) and 

said, “I beg you, my friends, do not commit 

such a wrong. (8) Look, I have two 

daughters who have not known a man. Let 

me bring them out to you, and you may do 

to them as you please; but do not do 

anything to these men, since they have come 

under the shelter of my roof.” (9) But they 

said, “Stand back! The fellow,” they said, 

“came here as an alien, and already he acts 

the ruler! Now we will deal worse with you 

than with them.” And they pressed hard 

against the person of Lot, and moved 

forward to break the door...(13) For we are 

about to destroy this place; because the 

outcry against them before the LORD has 

become so great that the LORD has sent us 

to destroy it.” 

 י״ג-בראשית י״ט:ד׳

כ    ֮רֶם ֘)ד( טֶ  ְ ע  ֨וְאַנְש    ֒בו  ֒י ש  י ֤יר אַנְש   ֜י ה 
ו  עַל־הַב ַ ֣נ סַ  ֙סְדםֹ  ן ֑עַר וְעַד־ז ק  נ֖ ַ י ת מ  ֔ב 

ע   ׇל־ה  קְרְא ֖כ  צֶּֽה׃ )ה( וַי   ק    ֙ו  אֶל־לוֹט֤ם מ 
 ֹ אֲנ ש   ֧וֹ אַי   ֔אמְרו  ל ֣וַי  ר־ב   ֛ה ה  ֶ או  ֥ים אֲש 
לֶ  יא  ֑יך  הַל   ֖א  ה הוֹצ  ל  ֣יְל  ה ֖ינו  וְנ דְע  ֔ם א 

ּֽם׃ )ו( וַי  צ   הֶ ֧אתֹ  ה  ֑וֹט הַפ ֶ ֖ם ל ֛א אֲל  תְח 
גַ ֖וְהַד ֶ  ּֽיו֥לֶת ס  א ֥ר אַל־נ ֑׃ )ז( וַי אֹמַ ר אַחֲר 
נ  ה־נ  ֖אַחַ  ּֽעו ׃ )ח( ה  ר  ת   ֜א ל  ֨י ת   ְ נ֣י ש  וֹת  ֗י ב 
 ֶ ה־נ   א֔   ֙ר לֹּֽא־י דְעו  ֤אֲש  ּֽיא   ֙א אֶתְהֶן ֤יש  אוֹצ 
יכֶ  הֶ ֣ם וַעֲש  ֔אֲל  ט  ֔ו  ל  ַ ינ יכֶ ֖ן כ  ע  ק ֠ם רַ ֑וֹב ב ְ
ּֽאֲנ ש    ל ֤ל  א  עֲש   ֙ים ה  ַ ב  ֣אַל־ת  ּֽי־עַל־ ֔ו  ד  ר כ  

צ  ֖ן ב   כ֥    ּֽי׃ )ט( וַי אֹמְר ֥או  ב ְ ת  ־  ׀ ו  ֣ל קרֹ  ג ֶש 
ֹּֽאמְרו  ֗ה   ה וַי  אֶח   ֙לְא  גו ר ֤ה  ּֽא־ל  ֹ  ֙ד ב   פ  ְ ט ֣וַי  ש 
פ הֶ  ֖ע לְך  ֥ה נ רַ ֕וֹט עַת   ֔ש   פְצְר ֑מ  ו  ֨ם וַי  
א   לוֹט֤ב  ש  ֔מְאֹ  ֙יש  ב ְ ג ְ ֹ ֖ד וַּֽי   ב  ְ ש  ר ֥ו  ל 

ת   ח  ְ ּֽי־מַש  ּֽלֶת...)יג( כ   אֶת־ חְנו  ֔ים אֲנַ ֣הַד  
ק  ּֽי־ג דְל  ֑וֹם הַז ֶ֖הַמ   ם ֤ה כ   ת  נ   ֙ה צַעֲק  ְ י ֣אֶת־פ 
ח  ֔יְהוֹ   ל ְ ַ ׃ ֖נו  יְהוֹ  ֥ה וַיְש  ּֽה  חֲת  ַ  ה לְש 

 
Genesis 19:31-32 

(31) And the older one said to the 

younger, “Our father is old, and there is 

not a man on earth to consort with us in 

the way of all the world. (32) Come, let us 

make our father drink wine, and let us lie 

with him, that we may maintain life 

through our father.” 

 ל״ב- בראשית י״ט:ל״א 

 ֹ יר  ֧)לא( וַת  כ  יר  ֛אמֶר הַב ְ ע  ה  ֖ה אֶל־הַצ ְ
ב   א  ֤יש  א  ֨ן וְא  ֑ינו  ז ק  ֣א  ב ֙רֶץ֙ין ב   ל  ֣ל  ינו  ֔וֹא ע 
דֶ  ּֽרֶץ׃ )לב( לְכ  ֖כ ְ א  ׇל־ה  קֶ ֨רֶךְ כ  ְ ה אֶת־ ֧ה נַש 
ב   ב  ֖ינו  יַ֛א  כ ְ ְ ש  ן וְנ  מ  ֣י  ֶ ֑ה ע  ב  ֥וֹ ו נְחַי  א  ינו   ֖ה מ 
 ז ּֽרַע׃

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.4-13
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.4-13
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.31-32
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.31-32
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4: The expansion of Rapaciousness 
Genesis 34:2-29 

(2) Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, chief 

of the country, saw her, and took her and lay 

with her by force. (3) Being strongly drawn 

to Dinah daughter of Jacob, and in love with 

the maiden, he spoke to the maiden 

tenderly. (4) So Shechem said to his father 

Hamor, “Get me this girl as a wife.”... 

(21) “These people are our friends; let them 

settle in the land and move about in it, for 

the land is large enough for them; we will 

take their daughters to ourselves as wives 

and give our daughters to them. (22) But 

only on this condition will the men agree 

with us to dwell among us and be as one 

kindred: that all our males become 

circumcised as they are circumcised. (23) 

Their cattle and substance and all their 

beasts will be ours, if we only agree to their 

terms, so that they will settle among us.”... 

(25) On the third day, when they were in 

pain, Simeon and Levi, two of Jacob’s sons, 

brothers of Dinah, took each his sword, 

came upon the city unmolested, and slew all 

the males. (26) They put Hamor and his son 

Shechem to the sword, took Dinah out of 

Shechem’s house, and went away. (27) The 

other sons of Jacob came upon the slain and 

plundered the town, because their sister had 

been defiled. (28) They seized their flocks 

and herds and asses, all that was inside the 

town and outside; (29) all their wealth, all 

their children, and their wives, all that was 

in the houses, they took as captives and 

booty. 

 כ״ט-בראשית ל״ד:ב׳

ַ כֶ ֜רְא אתֹ  ֨)ב( וַי  ְ ן־חֲמ֧ה  ש  ֶ ו   ֛ם ב  יא  ֣י נְש   ֖וֹר הַּֽח 
א   ק ַ ֑ה  כ ַ ֛ח אתֹ  ֥רֶץ וַי   ְ ׃ )ג( ֖ב אתֹ  ֥ה  וַי  ש  ֶּֽה  ה  וַיְעַנ 

דְב ַ  ינ  ֔ק נַפְש  ֣וַת   ד  ּֽת־יַעֲקֹ ֖וֹ ב ְ ַ ֶּֽאֱהַבב וַ ֑ה ב  אֶת־ ֙י 
ֹ ֥ר עַל־ל  ֖וַיְדַב    ֔הַּֽנ ַעֲר   ּֽ׃ )ד( וַי  ַעֲר  כֶ ֣ב הַּֽנ  ְ ם ֔אמֶר ש 
ב  ֥אֶל־חֲמ  אמֹ ֖וֹר א  ַלְד   ֛ר קַּֽח־ל  ֑יו ל  ה ֥י אֶת־הַי 

ּֽה... ֖הַז ֹ  ש     את לְא 
אֲנ ש    א  ֨)כא( ה  מ  ֜ים ה  ּֽל  ְ ה ש  ֶ ת   ֣ים ה  ֧ל  ב֗ם א  ְ ו   ֤נו  וְי ש 

א   סְחֲר  ֙רֶץ֙ב  א  ֔ו  אתֹ  ֣וְי  נ  ֛ה  וְה  י ם  ֖ה רַּֽחֲבַת־י דַ ֥רֶץ ה 
פְנ יהֶ  ם֑ל  נתֹ  ּֽח־ל   ֙ם אֶת־ב ְ ק ַ ים וְאֶת־֔נו  לְנ ש   ֣נ 
נתֹ   ת   ֖ב ְ הֶּֽם׃ )כב( אַךְ־ב ְ ֥ינו  נ  ֹ ֠ן ל  נו  ֤תו  ל  ֨את י אֹ ז֠

ים  אֲנ ש   ֶ  ֙ה  ש  ת   ֣ל  הְי֔בֶת א  ד  ֑ם אֶח  ֣וֹת לְעַ ֖נו  ל 
מ   ה  ׇל־ז כ   ֙נו  ֙וֹל ל  ֥ב ְ אֲ ֔כ  ַ ֶ ר כ  ּֽים׃ )כג( ֥ר ה  ש֖  לֹ  מ  ם נ 
קְנ הֶ  נְי נ ם֤מ  הֶמְת    ֙ם וְק  ךְ ֚ם אַ ֑נו  ה  ֖וֹא ל  ֥ם הֲל ֔וְכׇל־ב ְ
הֶ ֣נ א ה ל  ב֔וֹת  ְ ּֽנו ... ֖ם וְי ש  ת    ו  א 

י  יש   ֨בַי   ֩)כה( וַיְה  ל  ְ ּֽהְיוֹת  ֜וֹם הַש   ֹּֽאֲב  ֣י ב   ים ֗ם כ 
נ ּֽי־בְנ י־יַ֣וַי  קְח ְ מְע֠ עֲקֹ ֠ו  ש  ו  ֨ב ש   ינ ה֤י אֲח  ֜וֹן וְל   ֙ י ד 
ע  ֥וֹ וַי  בֹ ֔יש  חַרְב  ֣א   ַּֽהַרְג ֑יר ב ֶ ֖או  עַל־ה  ׇל־ ֖טַח וַי  ו  כ 

ּֽר׃ )כו( וְאֶת־חֲמוֹר כֶ  ֙ז כ  ְ נ֣וְאֶת־ש  רְג֔ם ב ְ ו  ֖וֹ ה 
י־ח   ינ  ֧רֶב וַי  קְח ֑לְפ  ב   ֛ו  אֶת־ד   כֶ ֥ה מ  ְ ּֽאו ׃  ֖ית ש  ם וַי  צ 
נ  ל  ֣או  עַל־הַ ֚ב ב   ֗י יַעֲקֹ ֣)כז( ב ְ ע  ֖ים וַי  בֹ ֔חֲל  יר ֑ז ו  ה 
 ֶ א ֥אֲש  מ ְ ּֽם׃ )כח( אֶת־צאֹנ ֖ר ט  ם וְאֶת־֥ו  אֲחוֹת 
ר   ק  יהֶ ֖ב ְ ע  ֧ם וְא  ֑ם וְאֶת־חֲמרֹ  ר־ב   ֶ יר וְאֶת־֛ת אֲש 
 ֶ דֶ ֥אֲש  ש    ַ יל  ֖ר ב  ׇל־ח  ּֽחו ׃ )כט( וְאֶת־כ  ק  ם וְאֶת־֤ה ל 

ם ׇל־טַפ   יהֶ  ֙כ  ב֔וְאֶת־נְש   ׇל֖ז ו  וְא  ֑ו  וַי  בֹ ֖ם ש   ֶ ת כ  ר  ֥־אֲש 
ּֽי ת׃ ב   ַ  ב 

Rashi on Genesis 34:7 

יעשה וכן לא   AND THUS IT OUGHT NOT TO BE DONE — viz., to do violence to a 

maiden, for even the heathens have trained themselves (literally, have fenced themselves 

round) against unchastity as a consequence of the Flood which had come upon the world 

as a punishment for this sin (Genesis Rabbah 80:6). 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.34.2-29
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.34.2-29
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6: Undoing creation 
Genesis 7:17-23 

(17) The Flood continued forty days on the 

earth, and the waters increased and raised 

the ark so that it rose above the earth. (18) 

The waters swelled and increased greatly 

upon the earth, and the ark drifted upon the 

waters. (19) When the waters had swelled 

much more upon the earth, all the highest 

mountains everywhere under the sky were 

covered. (20) Fifteen cubits higher did the 

waters swell, as the mountains were 

covered. (21) And all flesh that stirred on 

earth perished—birds, cattle, beasts, and all 

the things that swarmed upon the earth, and 

all mankind. (22) All in whose nostrils was 

the merest breath of life, all that was on dry 

land, died. (23) All existence on earth was 

blotted out—man, cattle, creeping things, 

and birds of the sky; they were blotted out 

from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 

those with him in the ark. 

 כ״ג -בראשית ז׳:י״ז

ב  ֧)יז( וַּֽיְה   ַ א  ֖ים י֥ע  ו ל אַרְב   ֛י הַמ  רֶץ ֑וֹם עַל־ה 
רְב   או  ֗ו  הַמ ַ ֣וַי   ב   ֙י ם וַי  ש ְ עַ ֖ה וַת   ֔אֶת־הַת   ל ֥רׇם מ 

ר  גְב ְ ּֽרֶץ׃ )יח( וַי   א  רְב  ֛ו  הַמ ַ ֥ה  ד עַל־֖ו  מְאֹ ֥י ם וַי  
א   ב  ֥רֶץ וַת   ֑ה  נ ֖לֶךְ הַת   ְ ּֽי ם׃ )יט(  ֥ה עַל־פ  י הַמ  
א  ד עַל־֖ד מְאֹ ֥ו  מְאֹ ֛בְר֥י ם ג   ֗וְהַמ ַ  ׇל־ ֗רֶץ וַיְכֻס  ֑ה  ו  כ 

ים  ר  בהֹ   ֙הֶּֽה  ר־ת ַ ֔הַג ְ ֶ ּֽי ם׃ )כ( ֖ים אֲש  מ  ׇל־הַש    חַת כ 
ר  ֨חֲמ   ה ֤ש  עֶש ְ לְמַ  ֙ה אַמ   ה ג  בְר֔מ  י ם ֑ו  הַמ   ֖עְל 
גְוַ ֖וַיְכֻס   ּֽים׃ )כא( וַי   ר  ש   ֞ו  הֶה  ׇל־ב   רמֹ   ׀ ר֣ע כ  ש   ֣ה 

א   ע֗עַל־ה  ה ֤רֶץ ב   מ  ה  ֶ ֔י   חַ ֣ו בַ  ֙וֹף ו בַב ְ רֶץ ֖ה ו בְכׇל־הַש  
רֹ   א  ֣הַש   ֹ ֖רֶץ וְכֹ ֑ץ עַל־ה  ּֽם׃ )כב( כ  ד  א  ר ֡ל ה  ֶ  ֩ל אֲש 

מַת־ר  ְ ש  אַפ   ֜ו חַ חַי   ֨נ  ֹ ֗ים ב ְ כ  ֶ ֛יו מ  ב  ֥ל אֲש  ּֽר  ח  ֶ ה ֖ר ב 
ּֽתו ׃ )כג( וַי    ׇל־הַיְק֜מ  ֶ  ׀ ו ם֣מַח אֶּֽת־כ  עַל־ ׀ ר֣אֲש 

נ  ְ מ  ֣פ  ּֽאֲד  ד  ֗י ה  א  ה ֤ה מ  מ  ה  וְעַד־ ֙מֶש  ֙־רֶ עַד ֙ם עַד־ב ְ
מַ ֣ע ח ֔וֹף הַש    מ   א  ֖י ם וַי   ן־ה  חַ ֛אֶר אַךְ־נֹ ֧רֶץ וַי  ש    ֑ו  מ 

 ֶ ת  ֥וַּֽאֲש  ּֽה׃ ֖ר א  ב  ת   ַ  וֹ ב 

 

5: Society’s collapse 
Christopher Booker, The Seven Basic Plots: 

 

It is the very essence of Tragedy that the hero should become, step by step, separated from other 

people…The point about the heroes and heroines of Tragedy is that they end up utterly alone… 

completely cut off from the rest of society. They have been drawn by some part of themselves into a 

course of action which is fundamentally selfish, putting some egocentric desire above every other 

consideration, isolating them both from     reality and from other people. (177-180) 

 

What stories show us is how it is in the very nature of egotism that it can only see the world in a 

subjective, restricted fashion. Wherever it holds sway it casts around it a shadow which also tends to 

obscure the vision of everyone who is in that shadow. Equally we have seen how it is an inseparable 

part of ‘coming to the light’ that this should bring a clearer vision… ‘Seeing whole’ does not mean 

that they see and know everything. What it does mean is that they can see everyone and everything 

objectively, for what they really are. They have been liberated from the distortions of ego-

consciousness, onto a different level which gives them a clearer understanding.(254) 

 

 
 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.7.17-23
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.7.17-23
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7: ‘Family’ 
Genesis 8:16-19 

(16) “Come out of the ark, together with 

your wife, your sons, and your sons’ wives. 

(17) Bring out with you every living thing 

of all flesh that is with you: birds, animals, 

and everything that creeps on earth; and let 

them swarm on the earth and be fertile and 

increase on earth.” (18) So Noah came out, 

together with his sons, his wife, and his 

sons’ wives. (19) Every animal, every 

creeping thing, and every bird, everything 

that stirs on earth came out of the ark by 

families. 

 י״ט-בראשית ח׳:ט״ז 

ב  ֖)טז( צ   ן־הַת   ך  ֕ה אַת   ֑א מ  ת ְ ְ ש  נֶ ֛ה וְא  ּֽי־ ֥ו ב  יך  ו נְש  
נֶ ׇל־הַחַי   ֖ב  ּֽךְ׃ )יז( כ  ת   ך  ֨יך  א  ת ְ ּֽר־א  ֶ ׇל־  ֜ה אֲש  כ  מ 
ש    ע֗ב   מ  ֧ר ב   ה  רֶ ה ו בְ ֛וֹף ו בַב ְ רמֹ  ֛כׇל־ה  ש  עַל־֥מֶש  ה 
א   ת   ֣רֶץ )הוצא( ]הַיְצ  ֖ה  ּֽרְצ ֑א[ א  א  ֣ךְ וְש   ר֔ו  ב  ו  ֥רֶץ ו פ 
ב ּֽרֶץ׃ )יח( וַי   ֖וְר  א  א־נֹ ֖ו  עַל־ה  נ  ֑צ  ת  ֛חַ ו ב  ְ ש  וֹ ֥יו וְא 

נ   ּֽי־ב  ׇל־הַּֽחַי   ֖ו נְש   ּֽוֹ׃ )יט( כ  ת  רֶ ֗יו א  ׇל־ה   ֙מֶש  ֙ה כ 
ע ֹ ֔וְכׇל־ה  א  ש  עַ ֣ל רוֹמ  ֖וֹף כ  ח  רֶץ ֑ל־ה  ְ פ  ְ  ם֔תֵיה  ֣לְמִש 
ּֽה׃ ֖י צְא  ב  ן־הַת    ו  מ 

 
 

Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Noach 11:1 

Another interpretation (of Gen. 8:1): THEN GOD REMEMBERED NOAH, < ALL THE 

BEASTS, AND ALL THE CATTLE >. If he remembered Noah, why < also > the beasts and 

the cattle? May the name of the Holy One be blessed, who never deprives any creature of its 

reward. If even a mouse has preserved its family and not intermingled with another species, it 

deserves to receive a reward. But all the people from the generation of the flood did mingle 

their families, as stated (in Gen. 6:12): THEN GOD SAW THE WORLD; AND BEHOLD, IT 

WAS CORRUPT. Thus, just as he had exacted retribution from the humans who had sinned, 

so he exacted retribution from the cattle, the beasts, and the fowl.. In order to teach you that 

they also had mingled their families and were having intercourse with species that were not 

their own, each and every species with a species that was not its own. Then the Holy One 

called Noah and said to him: Choose for yourself cattle, beasts, and fowl [from those] who 

have not mingled their families, as stated (in Gen. 7:2): FROM EVERY CLEAN BEAST, < 

those > just as clean as when they were created. Then, when they went out from the ark, the 

Holy One testified concerning them that they had not mingled their families. Thus it is stated 

(in Gen. 8:19): THEY WENT OUT BY THEIR FAMILIES. The Holy One, therefore, 

remembered them along with Noah, as stated (in Gen. 8:1) 

 

Sivan Rahav Meir,The Jewish Status (in Hebrew): 

After humanity was wiped out in the deluge due to moral corruption, infidelity, and the 

ability to commit to any values – it is suddenly written: “by families.” A family. That is 

what was created after the great storm… Speaking in the context of living within a 

family unit, I once heard a wise man make the following statement: “Limiting my 

desires to make room for other people’s desires – that is the only way to be built up.” 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.8.16-19
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.8.16-19
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma_Buber,_Noach.11.1
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8: A new human status 
Genesis 1:24-25 

(24) God said, “Let the earth bring forth every kind of 

living creature: cattle, creeping things, and wild beasts 

of every kind.” And it was so. (25) God made wild 

beasts of every kind and cattle of every kind, and all 

kinds of creeping things of the earth. And God saw 

that this was good. 

 כ״ה -בראשית א׳:כ״ד  

 ֹ וֹצ  ֗אמֶר אֱלהֹ  ֣)כד( וַי  א  ֨ים ת   ֙פֶש  חַי  ה ֤רֶץ נֶ ֜א ה 
ינ  מ  ֔לְמ  ה  ינ ֖מֶש  וְחַּֽיְתוֹ־אֶ ֛ה ו רֶ ֥ה  ב ְ י־ ֑רֶץ לְמ  ה  וַּֽיְה 

ּֽן׃ )כה( וַי ַ  ים ֣כ  א  ֨אֶת־חַי ַ  ֩עַש  אֱלהֹ  ינ ֜ת ה  ה  ֗רֶץ לְמ 
ה וְאֶת־הַ  מ  ה  ינ  ֙ב ְ ׇל־רֶ ֛ה  וְא  ֔לְמ  מ  ֥ת כ  ּֽאֲד  ה ֖מֶש  ה 
ינ   ַ֑לְמ  י־טּֽוֹב׃֖רְא אֱלהֹ  ֥הו  וַי   ים כ  

 

Genesis 1:27 

(27) And God created man in His image, in the image 

of God He created him; male and female He created 

them. 

 בראשית א׳:כ״ז 

ם  ׀ ים֤א אֱלהֹ  ֨)כז( וַי  בְר   ד  ּֽא  צַלְמ  ֙אֶת־ה  צֶ ֔ב ְ לֶם  ֥וֹ ב ְ
ר  ֖אֱלהֹ   ב  ֥וֹ ז כ  ֑א אתֹ ֣ים ב   ר  ֖ר ו נְק  ּֽם׃ ֥ה ב    א אתֹ 

 
Genesis 1:28-30 

(28) God blessed them and God said to them, “Be 

fertile and increase, fill the earth and master it; and rule 

the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and all the 

living things that creep on earth.” (29) God said, “See, I 

give you every seed-bearing plant that is upon all the 

earth, and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit; they 

shall be yours for food. (30) And to all the animals on 

land, to all the birds of the sky, and to everything that 

creeps on earth, in which there is the breath of life, [I 

give] all the green plants for food.” And it was so. 

 ל׳ -בראשית א׳:כ״ח 

ם ֣)כח( וַיְב   ים  ֮רֶךְ אתֹ  ֹ  ֒אֱלהֹ  הֶ ֨וַי  ם  ֜אמֶר ל 
ר ֗אֱלהֹ   ְ לְא֛ו  ו רְב֥ים פ  א  ֥ו  ו מ  ֻ ֖ו  אֶת־ה  בְש  ה  ֑רֶץ וְכ 
דְגַ ֞ו רְד  מַ ֣ו בְע ֙ת הַי  ם ֤ו  ב   ה  ֖י ם ו בְכׇל־חַי   ֔וֹף הַש   
ּֽרמֶֹ  ֹ ֥ה  ּֽרֶץ׃ )כט( וַי  א  ת עַל־ה  ים ֗אמֶר אֱלהֹ  ֣ש ֶ
נ  ה כֶ ֨נ תַ  ֩ה  י ל  ׇל־ע  ֜ת   ב֣ם אֶת־כ  רַע  ֗עַ זֶ֣זרֹ   ׀ ש ֶ
ר  ֶ נ   ֙אֲש  ְ א  ֣עַל־פ  ע  ֔י כׇל־ה  ׇל־ה  ר־ ֛רֶץ וְאֶת־כ  ֶ ץ אֲש 
י־ע  ב֥   כֶ ֑עַ ז ֣ץ זרֹ  ֖וֹ פְר  ּֽהְיֶ ֥רַע ל  ּֽה׃ )ל(  ֖ם י  ה לְאׇכְל 

מַ ֨רֶץ ו לְכׇל־ע ֠א  ֠ת ה  ֣ו ּֽלְכׇל־חַי ַ   ׀ ל֣י ם ו לְכֹ ֜וֹף הַש   
א  ֣רוֹמ   ר־ב  ֗ש  עַל־ה  ֶ ׇל־ ֔פֶש  חַי   ֣נֶ ֙וֹ רֶץ אֲש  ה אֶת־כ 
ב לְאׇכְל  ֖רֶק ע  יֶ֥  ּֽן׃ ֑ש ֶ י־כ   ה וַּֽיְה 

 
Genesis 9:1-7 

(1) God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, 

“Be fertile and increase, and fill the earth. (2) The fear 

and the dread of you shall be upon all the beasts of the 

earth and upon all the birds of the sky—everything with 

which the earth is astir—and upon all the fish of the sea; 

they are given into your hand. (3) Every creature that 

lives shall be yours to eat; as with the green grasses, I 

give you all these. (4) You must not, however, eat flesh 

with its life-blood in it. (5) But for your own life-blood I 

will require a reckoning: I will require it of every beast; 

of man, too, will I require a reckoning for human life, of 

every man for that of his fellow man! (6) Whoever sheds 

the blood of man, By man shall his blood be shed; For in 

His image Did God make man. (7) Be fertile, then, and 

increase; abound on the earth and increase on it.” 

 ז׳ -בראשית ט׳:א׳

נ  ֖ים אֶת־נֹ ֔רֶךְ אֱלהֹ  ֣)א( וַיְב   יו  ֑חַ וְאֶת־ב  
 ֹ הֶ ֧וַי  ר ֛אמֶר ל  ְ לְא֖ו  ו רְב֥ם פ  ּֽרֶץ׃  ֥ו  ו מ  א  ו  אֶת־ה 

כֶם ֤)ב( ו מוֹרַאֲכֶ  ת ְ ּֽהְיֶ  ֙ם וְח  ׇל־חַי ַ ֚ה עַ ֔י  ת ֣ל כ 
א   ׇל־ע ֖רֶץ וְעַ ֔ה  מ  ֣ל כ  כלֹ ֑וֹף הַש    ֶ  ֩י ם ב ְ ר ֨אֲש 
רְמֹ  מ  ֧ת   ּֽאֲד  ג  ה ו ּֽבְכׇל֛ש  ה  ידְֶכֶ ֖י הַי   ֥־ד ְ ם  ֥ם ב ְ

ׇל־רֶ  ּֽנו ׃ )ג( כ  ת   ֶ  ֙מֶש  ֙נ  כֶ ֔ר הו א־חַ ֣אֲש  ם ֥י ל 
הְיֶ  יֶ ֑ה לְאׇכְל  ֖י  ְ ב נ תַ ֔רֶק ע  ֣ה כ  כֶ ֥ש ֶ י ל  ם אֶת־ ֖ת  

ש    ֹּֽל׃ )ד( אַךְ־ב   נַפְש  ֕כ  מ ֥ר ב ְ ּֽלו ׃  ֥וֹ לֹ ֖וֹ ד  א תאֹכ 
מְכֶ ֨)ה( וְאַ  יכֶם ֤ךְ אֶת־ד   ֹּֽת   ש  ֔אֶדְרֹ  ֙ם לְנַפְש 

י ַ ׇל־חַי   ֥מ  ֶ ֖ד כ  י ַ ֑ה אֶדְרְש  ו  ו מ  ד  ֣נ  ּֽא  י ַד ֗ד ה   ֙ ם מ 
ח  א֣   ּֽם׃ )ו(  ֥ש  אֶת־נֶ ֖יו אֶדְרֹ ֔יש  א  ד  ּֽא  פֶש  ה 

ךְ  פֹ  ד  ד֣ ַ  ֙ש  ּֽא  ד  ֔ם ה  ּֽא  מ ֖ם ב   פ  ֣ם ד   י ֚ךְ כ   ֑וֹ י ש   
צֶ  ש   ֔לֶם אֱלהֹ  ֣ב ְ ּֽם׃ )ז( וְאַת ֶ ֖ים ע  ד  א  ם  ֖ה אֶת־ה 
ר ְ רְ ֑ו  ו רְב֣פ  א  צ֥ ו  ש   ׃֖ו  ב  ּֽה           }ס{ רֶץ ו רְבו ־ב 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.24-25
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.24-25
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.28-30
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.28-30
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.9.1-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.9.1-7
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9: ‘Covenant’ 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “The Trace of God” (Noach 5778):  
Genesis 9 is… parallel to Genesis 1. But there are two significant differences. In 

both there is a keyword, repeated seven times, but it is a different word. In Genesis 

1 the word is tov, “good.” In Genesis 9, the word is brit, “covenant.” That is the first 

difference. The second is that they both state that God made the human person in 

His image, but they do so in markedly different ways… Genesis 1 tells me that I am 

in the image of God. Genesis 9 tells me that the other person is in the image of God. 

Genesis 1 speaks about the dominance of Homo sapiens over the rest of creation. 

Genesis 9 speaks about the sanctity of life and the prohibition of murder. The first 

chapter tells us about the potential power of human beings, while the ninth chapter 

tells us about the moral limits of that power. We may not use it to deprive another 

person of life. 

 

This also explains why the keyword, repeated seven times, changes from “good” to 

“covenant.” When we call something good, we are speaking about how it is in 

itself. But when we speak of covenant, we are talking about relationships. A 

covenant is a moral bond between persons. 

 

What differentiates the world after the Flood from the world before is that the terms 

of the human condition have changed. God no longer expects people to be good 

because it is in their nature to be so. To the contrary, God now knows that “every 

inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood” (Gen. 8: 21) – and this 

despite the fact that we were created in God’s image…thinking yourself godlike, if 

you are human, all-too-human, is very dangerous indeed. 

 

That is why, with one simple move, God transformed the terms of the equation. 

After the Flood, He taught Noach and through him all humanity, that we should 

think, not of ourselves but of the human other as in the image of God. That is the 

only way to save ourselves from violence and self-destruction. 

 

This really is a life-changing idea. It means that the greatest religious challenge is: 

Can I see God’s image in one who is not in my image – whose colour, class, culture 

or creed is different from mine?... Can I see a trace of God in the face of a stranger? 

*** 

“When two people relate to each other authentically and humanly, God is the 

electricity that surges between them.” 

― Martin Buber 


