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1: Fathers and sons 
Genesis 11:26-32 

(26) When Terah had lived 70 years, he begot Abram, 

Nahor, and Haran. (27) Now this is the line of Terah: 

Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran 

begot Lot. (28) Haran died in the lifetime of his father 

Terah, in his native land, Ur of the Chaldeans. (29) 

Abram and Nahor took to themselves wives, the name 

of Abram’s wife being Sarai and that of Nahor’s wife 

Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and 

Iscah. (30) Now Sarai was barren, she had no child.  

 

(31) Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot the 

son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of 

his son Abram, and they set out together from Ur of the 

Chaldeans for the land of Canaan; but when they had 

come as far as Haran, they settled there. (32) The days 

of Terah came to 205 years; and Terah died in Haran. 

 ל״ב -בראשית י״א:כ״ו

ַֽיְחִי־ת   בְעִ ֖)כו( ו  ִ ח ש  נָׁ֣ר  ָׁ י  ֑ים ש  ד ֙ה ו  ת־  ֙וֹל  א 
בְרָׁ  ת־נָׁח ֔א  ַֽן׃ )כז( וְא  ֖ם א  רָׁ ת־הָׁ ה ֙וֹר וְא   ֙ל  
וֹלְדֹ  ח ת   ֔ת ת   ֣ת  ח הוֹלִ ֚ר  בְרָׁ ֣ר  ת־א  ת־ ֔יד א  ם א 
רָׁ ֖נָׁח ת־הָׁ רָׁ ֑וֹר וְא  ת־לַֽוֹט׃ )כח(  ֥ן הוֹלִ ֖ן וְהָׁ יד א 
 ָׁ י  רָׁ ֣ו  נ  ֔מׇת הָׁ ְ ל־פ  בִ ֣י ת   ֖ן ע  ח אָׁ א  ֑ר  דְת  ֥יו ב ְ ץ מוֹל  וֹ ֖ר 
א ק   ֥ב ְ י ִ ַֽים׃ )כט( ו  ד ִ ש ְ בְרָׁ ֨ו ר כ   וֹר ֛ם וְנָׁח ֧ח א 
ה   ִ ֖לָׁ ם֤ים ש   ֑ם נָׁש  בְרָׁ ת־א  ַֽש   רָׁ  ֙ם א  ם ֤י וְש   ֔ש ָׁ

ת־נָׁחוֹר  ַֽש   ָׁ  ֙א  רָׁ ֔מִלְכ  ת־הָׁ ָׁ ֥ה ב   ַֽאֲבִ ֖ן אֲבִַֽי־מִלְכ  י ֥ה ו 
הִ  ַֽה׃ )ל( ו ת ְ ָׁ ר  ֥יִסְכ  רָׁ ֖י ש ָׁ ַֽד׃  ֖ין לָׁ ֥ה א  ֑י עֲקָׁ  ה  וָׁלָׁ

 
י ִק    בְרָׁ ֜ח ת   ֨)לא( ו  ת־א  ח א  נ֣ר  ת־ל ֗ם ב ְ וֹט ֤וֹ וְא 
ן  רָׁ ן־הָׁ נ  ֙ב   ן־ב ְ ת֔ב   ר   ֙וֹ וְא  ָׁת֣ש ָׁ ל  בְרָׁ ֖וֹ א  ֔י כ   ת א  ם  ֣ש  

נ י  צְא֑ב ְ ָׁ ֨וֹ ו  א֜ו  אִת  ד ִ ֣ם מ  ש ְ ל  ֗ו ר כ   ה  ֣א   ֙כ ת ֙ים לָׁ רְצָׁ
נ   ָׁבֹ ֔כ ְ י  ן ו  רָׁ ֥ע  ד־חָׁ י   ֖או  ע  ַֽם׃֥ן ו  ָׁ בו  ש  ְ הְי   ש  י ִ ו  ֣)לב( ו 

י־ת   מ  ֔יְמ  ח חָׁ נִ ֥ר  ָׁ את  ֖ש  ש  נָׁ֣ים ו מָׁ ָׁ ָׁ ֑יִם ש  י  מׇת  ֥ה ו 
ַֽן׃ ת֖    רָׁ חָׁ ח ב ְ  }פ{  ר 

 2: Enter: God 
 

Genesis 12:1-3 

(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your 

native land and from your father’s house to the land that 

I will show you.  

(2) I will make of you a great nation, 

And I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

And you shall be a blessing.  

(3) I will bless those who bless you 

And curse him that curses you; 

And all the families of the earth 

Shall bless themselves by you.” 

 

 ג׳ -בראשית י״ב:א׳

 ֹ י  ר יְהוָֹׁה ֤)א( ו  בְרָׁ  ֙אמ  ל־א  ךְ־֔א  ם ל 
רְצְךָׁ  ֛לְךָׁ  א  ךָׁ  ֥מ  דְת ְ ַֽוֹל  ית ֣ו מִב    ֖ו מִמ 
בִ  אָׁ ֑אָׁ ל־הָׁ ץ אֲש   ֖יךָׁ א  ׃  ֥ר  ָׁ ַֽך  רְא   ר א 

ךָׁ  ש ְ ַֽע  אֲבָׁ ֔וֹי ג ָׁד֣לְג ֙)ב( וְא  כְךָׁ ֣וֹל ו   ֔ר 
לָׁ  ד ְ אֲג  מ  ֖ו  ְ ַֽה׃  ֖ךָׁ ו הְי  ֑ה ש  כָׁ רָׁ  ה ב ְ

ה  ַֽרְכָׁ אֲבָׁ לְךָׁ יךָׁ ֔רְכ  ֣מְבָׁ  ֙)ג( ו  ל    ֖ ו מְק 
אֹ  ֹ  ֔ו  בְךָׁ ֣ר וְנִבְרְכ֑אָׁ חֹ כ֖  ְ פ  ְ ת ֥ל מִש 

ַֽה׃  מָׁ אֲדָׁ  הָׁ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.11.26-32
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.11.26-32
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.1-3
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3. Abram’s companions 
Genesis 12:4-7 

(4) Abram went forth as the LORD had commanded him, 

and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he left Haran. (5) Abram took his wife Sarai and his 

brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that they had 

amassed, and the persons that they had acquired in Haran; 

and they set out for the land of Canaan. When they arrived 

in the land of Canaan, (6) Abram passed through the land 

as far as the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Moreh. 

The Canaanites were then in the land. (7) The LORD 

appeared to Abram and said, “I will assign this land to 

your offspring.” And he built an altar there to the LORD 

who had appeared to him. 

 ז׳ -אשית י״ב:ד׳בר

י    בְרָׁ ֣)ד( ו  ךְ א  אֲש   ֗ל  ב   ֨ם כ   יו ֤ר ד ִ לָׁ ה  ֔יְהוָֹׁ  ֙ר א 
י    ךְ אִת  ֥ו  בְרָׁ ֑וֹ ל ֖ל  מ  ֗וֹט וְא  ן־חָׁ נִים ֤ם ב   ָׁ  ֙ש  ש 

בְעִ  ִ נָׁ֣וְש  ָׁ צ את֔ים ש  ק   ֖ה ב ְ י ִ ַֽן׃ )ה( ו  רָׁ חָׁ ח  ֣וֹ מ 
ם  בְרָׁ ר   ֩א  ת־ש ָׁ ת  ֨א  ְ ת־ל ֜י אִש  חִ ֣וֹ וְא  ן־אָׁ יו ֗וֹט ב  
ת־כ ׇ  ם וְא  ָׁ כָׁ ֣אֲש    ֙ל־רְכו ש  נ   ֔ר רָׁ ת־ה  ו  וְא  ש   ֖ש  פ 

ש   ר־עָׁ רָׁ ֣אֲש   י  צְא ֑ו  בְחָׁ ל  ֗ן ו  נ  א֣   ֙כ ת֙ו  לָׁ ה כ ְ ן  ֔רְצָׁ ע 
ָׁבֹ  י  י  עֲבֹ ֥או  א  ֖ו  ן׃ )ו( ו  נַָֽׁע  ְ ה כ  ם ֤רְצָׁ בְרָׁ אָׁ  ֙ר א  ָׁ ץ ֔ב  ר 
כ  ֣ד מְק ע֚   ְ ל ֖ם ע  ֔וֹם ש  נ עֲנִ ֑וֹן מוֹר  ֣ד א  ַֽכ ְ ז  ֥י אָׁ ֖ה וְה 

ץ׃  ַֽר  אָׁ ָׁ י  רָׁ ב  בְרָׁ  ֙א יְהוָֹׁה ֤)ז( ו  ל־א  ֹ ֔א  י  ר  ֕ם ו  אמ 
ת    ֔רְעֲךָׁ ֨לְז   אָׁ ֖א  ת־הָׁ ז ֹ ֣ן א  ץ ה  י ִ ֑ר  ם ֤את ו  ָׁ ן ש   ֙ב 
יהוָֹׁ ֔מִזְב    רְא  ֖ח  ל  נ ִ ַֽיו׃ ֥ה ה  לָׁ  ה א 

 
 4. Lot’s lot 

Genesis 13:5-13 

(5) Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds 

and tents, (6) so that the land could not support them staying 

together; for their possessions were so great that they could 

not remain together. (7) And there was quarreling between 

the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle and those of Lot’s cattle.—

The Canaanites and Perizzites were then dwelling in the 

land.— (8) Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife 

between you and me, between my herdsmen and yours, for 

we are kinsmen. (9) Is not the whole land before you? Let us 

separate: if you go north, I will go south; and if you go 

south, I will go north.” (10) Lot looked about him and saw 

how well watered was the whole plain of the Jordan, all of 

it—this was before the LORD had destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like the garden of the 

LORD, like the land of Egypt. (11) So Lot chose for himself 

the whole plain of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. 

Thus they parted from each other; (12) Abram remained in 

the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the 

Plain, pitching his tents near Sodom. (13) Now the 

inhabitants of Sodom were very wicked sinners against the 

LORD. 

 י״ג -בראשית י״ג:ה׳ 

הלֹ  ֔ם־לְל ֨)ה( וְג   בְרָׁ ֖וֹט ה  ת־א  יָׁ ֑ךְ א  ה צאֹן־ ֥ם הָׁ
קָׁ  לִַֽים׃ )ו( וְלאֹ־נָׁש ָׁ ֖ו בָׁ אָׁ ֛א אתָֹׁ ֥ר וְאהָֹׁ ץ ֖ם הָׁ ר 
ש    ת י חְד ָׁ ֣לָׁ יָׁ ֑ב  ַֽי־הָׁ ִ ם֤ו כ  ָׁ ו  ֖א יַָֽׁכְל ֥ב וְלֹ רָׁ֔  ֙ה רְכו ש 
ש    ַֽו׃ ) ֥לָׁ ת י חְד ָׁ ַֽיְהִי־רִ ב  י מִקְנ ַֽה־ ֣ין רעֹ  ֚יב ב   ֗ז( ו 
בְרָׁ  נ עֲנִי ֑י מִקְנ ה־ל ֣ין רעֹ  ֖ם ו ב  ֔א  ַֽכ ְ רִז ִ  ֙וֹט וְה  ְ פ  י  ֔וְה 
ֹ ֥ז ישֹ   ֖אָׁ  י  ץ׃ )ח( ו  ַֽר  אָׁ ָׁ בְרָׁ ֨ב ב  ר א  ל־ל ֜אמ  וֹט ֗ם א 

ל־נָׁ ה ֤א תְהִ ֨א  ינִ  ֙י מְרִיבָׁ ינ ֣ב   ין ֣י ו ב  ֖ין רעֹ  ֥ךָׁ ו ב  ֔י ו ב 
ַֽי־אֲנָׁ֑רעֹ   ִ ִ יךָׁ כ  חִ ש֥  א כׇל־ ֤ים אֲנַָֽׁחְנו ׃ )ט( הֲלֹ ֖ים א 
אָׁ  ץ ֙הָׁ נ  ֙ר  ָׁ ֔לְפָׁ ד נָׁ֥יךָׁ הִפ  לָׁ ֖ר  עָׁ מֹ ֑א מ  ְ ש   אל  ֣י אִם־ה 
ימִ  ָׁמִ ֔וְא  י  א־ ֖נָׁה וְאִם־ה  ָׁ י ִש   ה׃ )י( ו  מְאִַֽילָׁ ש ְ ין וְא 
ינָׁ֣ל ת־ע  י  רְא֗וֹט א  כ    ֙יו ו  ׇל־כ ִ ת־כ  י  רְד   ֣א  י ֥ן כ ִ ֔ר ה 
 ָׁ ק  ֖כֻל  ְ ש  ח   ׀ י֣ה לִפְנ ֑ה  מ  ת־סְדםֹ ֗ת יְהוָֹׁ ֣ש    ֙ה א 

ת־עֲמרָֹׁ  ן־יְהוָֹׁה ֔וְא  ג  א   ֙ה כ ְ ץ מִצְר  ֣כ ְ אֲֹכָׁ ֔ר  ה ֖יִם ב 
ר־ל  י ִבְח  ר׃ )יא( ו  כ   ֚וֹט א  ֗וֹ ל֣צַֹֽע  ׇל־כ ִ י  רְד   ֣ת כ  ן ֔ר ה 

י ִס    ָׁ ֑וֹט מִק   ֖ע ל ֥ו  י ִפ  ם ו  ע  ֖ו  אִ ֔רְד֣ד  חִַֽיו׃ )יב(  ֥יש  מ  ל אָׁ
בְרָׁ  ַֽ֣ם יָׁש   ֖א  א  נָׁב ב ְ ץ־כ ְ ן וְל ֑ר  ב֗ע  ר   ֙וֹט יָׁש   עָׁ י ֣ב ְ
 ָׁ כ  כ ִ י  אֱה  ֔ה  נְש   ֖ר ו  ד־סְדַֹֽם׃ )יג( וְא  ם  ֔י סְדֹ ֣ל ע 
עִ  אִ ֖רָׁ ָׁ ט  יהוָֹׁ ֑ים וְח   ה מְאַֹֽד׃ ֖ים ל 

 
Genesis 14:14 

(14) When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, 

he mustered his retainers, born into his household, numbering 

three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 

 בראשית י״ד:י״ד 

מ   ְ י ִש  בְרָׁ ֣)יד( ו  ָׁ ֥ם כ ִ ֔ע א  ב  ְ חִ ֖י נִש  יו ֑ה אָׁ
 ָׁ י  ת־חֲנִיכָׁ ֨ו  ק א  ית֣יו יְלִיד  ֜ר  מנָֹׁ֗י ב  ְ ה ֤וֹ ש 

ר  ש ָׁ לֹ  ֙עָׁ ְ א ֣ו ש  ֹ ֔ש  מ  רְד  י ִ ַֽן׃ ֖וֹת ו  ד־ד ָׁ  ף ע 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.4-7
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.13.5-13
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.13.5-13
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.14.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.14.14
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5: Abraham’s sister/wife 
Genesis 12:11-20 

(11) As he was about to enter Egypt, he 

said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a 

beautiful woman you are. (12) If the 

Egyptians see you, and think, ‘She is his 

wife,’ they will kill me and let you live. 

(13) Please say that you are my sister, that 

it may go well with me because of you, and 

that I may remain alive thanks to you.” (14) 

When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians 

saw how very beautiful the woman was. 

(15) Pharaoh’s courtiers saw her and 

praised her to Pharaoh, and the woman was 

taken into Pharaoh’s palace. (16) And 

because of her, it went well with Abram; he 

acquired sheep, oxen, asses, male and 

female slaves, she-asses, and camels. (17) 

But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his 

household with mighty plagues on account 

of Sarai, the wife of Abram….(20) And 

Pharaoh put men in charge of him, and they 

sent him off with his wife and all that he 

possessed. 

 כ׳- י״ב:י״אבראשית 

יְהִ  אֲש   ֕)יא( ו  ה  ֑וֹא מִצְרָׁ ֣יב לָׁב֖ר הִקְרִ ֥י כ   יְמָׁ
 ֹ י  ר ֙ו  ר   ֙אמ  ל־ש ָׁ ת  ֣א  ְ י כ ִ ֔א יָׁד  ֣וֹ הִנ  ה־נָׁ ֔י אִש  י ֛ עְת ִ
 ָׁ רְא  ֥אִש   ת־מ  יָׁ ֖ה יְפ  ׃ )יב( וְהָׁ ַֽת ְ ַֽי־יִרְא֗ה אָׁ ִ ו  ֤ה כ 
ךְ  צְרִ  ֙אתָֹׁ ִ מ  מְר ֔ה  ת  ֖ים וְאָׁ ְ ֹ ֣ו  אִש  רְג ֑וֹ ז י ֖ו  אתִֹ ֥את וְהָׁ
ַֽו ׃ )יג( אִמְרִי־נָׁ ֥וְאתָֹׁ  י  ן֙ת ְ לְמ  ֑תִי אָׁ ֣א אֲחֹ ֖ךְ יְח   ֙ע 

ב־לִ  עֲבו ר  ֣יִַֽיט  יְתָׁ ֔י ב  ִ ֥ךְ וְחָׁ ַֽךְ׃ )יד(  ֖ה נ פְש  ל  גְלָׁ י ב ִ
יְהִ  ב֕ו  בְרָׁ ֥י כ ְ רְא ֑ם מִצְרָׁ ֖וֹא א  י ִ ה ו  צְרִים֤יְמָׁ ִ מ   ֙ו  ה 

ת־הָׁ  ָׁ ֣א  ַֽי־יָׁפָׁ ֔אִש   ִ י ִרְא֖ה הִ ֥ה כ  ו  ֤וא מְאַֹֽד׃ )טו( ו 
ה   ר   ֙אתָֹׁ רְעֹ ֣ש ָׁ ַֽלְל֔י פ  יְה  רְעֹ ֖ו  אתָֹׁ ֥ה ו  ל־פ   ה ֑ה  א 
ק    ֻ ָׁ ֥ו ת  אִש   בְרָׁ ֥ה ב   ֖ח הָׁ רְעַֹֽה׃ )טז( ו לְא  ם ֥ית פ  
יטִ  עֲבו רָׁ ֖ה  ַֽיְהִי־ל֑יב ב   ר֤ה  ו  קָׁ ים ֔ו חֲמרִֹ  ֙וֹ צאֹן־ו בָׁ

דִים עֲבָׁ חֹ  ֙ו  פָׁ ְ אֲתנֹֹ ֔ו ש  יְנ ג   ֖ת ו  ַֽים׃ )יז( ו  ל ִ ע ֨ת ו גְמ 
רְעֹ   ׀ ה֧וָׁ יְהֹ  ת־פ   דלִֹ ֥ה נְגָׁעִ ֛א  ית֖ים ג ְ ת־ב   וֹ ֑ים וְא 

ב   ל־ד ְ ר  ֥ע  יְצ  ֥י א  ֖ר ש ָׁ ַֽם...)כ( ו  בְרָׁ ת א  לָׁ ֥ש   יו ֛ו עָׁ
רְעֹ  ִ ֖פ   ח֑ה אֲנָׁש  ל ְ ַֽיְש   ת  ֛ו  אתֹ ֥ים ו  ְ ת־אִש  ת־֖וֹ וְא  וֹ וְא 

ר־לַֽוֹ׃ ׇל־אֲש    כ 
 
 
 
 

6: Abraham’s men 
Genesis 14:21-24 

(21) Then the king of Sodom said to Abram, 

“Give me the persons, and take the 

possessions for yourself.” (22) But Abram 

said to the king of Sodom, “I swear to the 

LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven 

and earth: (23) I will not take so much as a 

thread or a sandal strap of what is yours; 

you shall not say, ‘It is I who made Abram 

rich.’ (24) For me, nothing but what my 

servants have used up; as for the share of 

the men who went with me—Aner, Eshkol, 

and Mamre—let them take their share.” 

 כ״ד- בראשית י״ד:כ״א

 ֹ י  ךְ־סְדֹ ֥)כא( ו  ַֽל  ר מ  בְרָׁ ֖אמ  ל־א  ן־לִ ֑ם א  י ֣ם ת  
נ   רְכֻ ֔ה  ש  וְהָׁ ֹ ֖פ  י  ַֽךְ׃ )כב( ו  ַֽח־לָׁ בְרָׁ ֥ש  ק  ר א  ם ֖אמ 

ל־מ   ךְ סְדֹ ֣א  ל־יְהוָֹׁה ֤תִי יָׁדִ ֨ם הֲרִמֹ ֑ל  ל א֣   ֙י א 
לְי מ  ֖וֹן קנֹ ֔ע  ָׁ ץ׃ )כג( אִם־מִחו ט֥ה ש  ַֽר  ד ֣וְע   ֙ יִם וָׁאָׁ

רַֽוֹךְ־נ   ק   ֔ש ְ ל וְאִם־א  ר־לָׁ ֖ע  ׇל־אֲש   א  ֣ךְ וְלֹ ֑ח מִכ 
עֱש   ֖ר אֲנִ ֔תאֹמ   ַֽם׃ )כד(  ֥י ה  בְרָׁ ת־א  י א  רְת ִ
ד   לְעָׁ ַֽכְל֣ק אֲש   ֚י ר  ֗ב ִ רִ ֣ר אָׁ עָׁ נ ְ  ֙ל ק֙ים וְח  ֔ו  ה 
 ִ ַֽאֲנָׁש  לְכ ֥ים אֲש   ֔הָׁ נ ר֑ו  אִת ִ ֖ר הָׁ ֹ  ֙י עָׁ כ  ְ ש  מְר  ֣א  א  ֔ל ו מ 

ַֽם׃֥ם יִקְח ֖ה   לְקָׁ          }ס{ ו  ח 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.11-20
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https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.14.21-24
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7: The handmaiden and the first-born son 
Genesis 16:1-16 

(1) Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had 

an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar. (2) And 

Sarai said to Abram, “Look, the LORD has kept me from 

bearing. Consort with my maid; perhaps I shall have a son 

through her.” And Abram heeded Sarai’s request. (3) So 

Sarai, Abram’s wife, took her maid, Hagar the Egyptian—

after Abram had dwelt in the land of Canaan ten years—and 

gave her to her husband Abram as concubine. (4) He 

cohabited with Hagar and she conceived; and when she saw 

that she had conceived, her mistress was lowered in her 

esteem. (5) And Sarai said to Abram, “The wrong done me is 

your fault! I myself put my maid in your bosom; now that she 

sees that she is pregnant, I am lowered in her esteem. The 

LORD decide between you and me!” (6) Abram said to Sarai, 

“Your maid is in your hands. Deal with her as you think 

right.” Then Sarai treated her harshly, and she ran away from 

her…(15) Hagar bore a son to Abram, and Abram gave the 

son that Hagar bore him the name Ishmael. 

 ט"ו -בראשית ט״ז:א׳

י  ר  בְרָׁ א֣   ֙)א( וְש ָׁ ת א  ה  ֛וֹ וְלָׁ ֑ה ל ֖א יָׁלְדָׁ ֥ם לֹ ֔ש  
פְחָׁ  ִ מָׁ ֖ה מִצְרִ ֥ש  ְ ֹ ֥ית ו ש  ת  גַָֽׁר׃ )ב( ו  ר  ֨ה  הָׁ ר ש ָׁ י ֜אמ 

בְרָׁ  ל־א  ר  ֞ם הִנ  ה־נָׁ֗א  אֹ־נָׁא ֔מִל    ֙נִי יְהוָֹׁה֤א עֲצָׁ ת ב   ֙ד 
תִ  פְחָׁ ִ ל־ש  נ  ֥י או ל  ֔א  ָׁ מ  ֑מִמ    ה֖י אִב  ְ י ִש  בְרָׁ ֥נ ָׁה ו  ם ֖ע א 

ק   ֥לְק  ת ִ ַֽי׃ )ג( ו  רָׁ ר  ֞וֹל ש ָׁ בְרָׁ ֣ח ש ָׁ ת־א  ַֽש   ת־ ֗י א  ם א 
גָׁ  צְרִית ֤הָׁ ִ מ  תָׁ  ֙ר ה  פְחָׁ ִ ץ֔ש  נִ ע֣   ֙ה  מִק   ָׁ ר ש  ים  ֔ש  
בְרָׁ ֥לְש    ת א  א  ֖ב  נָׁ֣ם ב ְ ְ ץ כ  ת   ֑ר  ן ו ת ִ בְרָׁ ֛ן אתָֹׁ ֥ע  ם  ֥ה  לְא 
 ָׁ ָׁ ֥ה  ל֖אִיש  י  ַֽה׃ )ד( ו  ָׁ גָׁ בֹ֥ וֹ לְאִש   ל־הָׁ ת   ֖א א  ר  ֑ר ו  ה 
א֙ו ת    רָׁ כ֣ ִ  ֙ר  ק  ֔י הָׁ ה ו ת   ָׁ ֥תָׁ בִרְת  ׃ )ה(  ֖ל ג ְ ינ ַֽיהָׁ ע  ה  ב ְ
 ֹ ת  ר  ֨ו  ר ש ָׁ ם ֣אמ  בְרָׁ ל־א  סִ  ֮י א  ל  ֣חֲמָׁ נכִֹ  ֒יךָׁ ֒י עָׁ י ֗אָׁ
תִי ֤נָׁת   פְחָׁ ִ י ש  יק   ֙ת ִ ח  ת   ֔ב ְ א֙ךָׁ ו  רָׁ כ֣ ִ  ֙ר  ק  ֔י הָׁ ה וָׁא  ל  ֖תָׁ
ינ   ע  ֹ ֑ב ְ פ  ְ ינִ ֖ט יְהוָֹׁ ֥יהָׁ יִש  ינ ַֽי֥ה ב   ֹ ׄי ו ב  י  ׃ )ו( ו  ר  ֨ךָׁ אמ 
בְרָׁ  ר  ֜א  ל־ש ָׁ ךְ ֤י הִנ   ֗ם א  ת  פְחָׁ ִ יָׁד   ֙ה ש  י־לָׁ ֔ב ְ ה  ֖ךְ עֲש ִ
ט   ינָׁ ֣ה  ע  נ   ֑וֹב ב ְ ע  ת ְ ר  ֣יִךְ ו  בְר  ֔הָׁ ש ָׁ ת ִ ח  ֖י ו 

׃  נ ַֽיהָׁ ָׁ ת   .. מִפ  גָׁ ֧)טו( ו  ד הָׁ בְרָׁ ֛ל  קְרָׁ ֑ם ב   ֖ר לְא  י ִ א ֨ן ו 
בְרָׁ  נ ֧א  ם־ב ְ ר־יָׁלְדָׁ ֛ם ש   גָׁ ֥וֹ אֲש   ַֽאל׃ ֖ה הָׁ ע  מָׁ ְ  ר יִש 

  

 

8: The promise of Isaac 
Genesis 17:5-21 

(5) And you shall no longer be called Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham, for I make you the father of a 

multitude of nations..(15) And God said to Abraham, “As 

for your wife Sarai, you shall not call her Sarai, but her 

name shall be Sarah. (16) I will bless her; indeed, I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she shall give 

rise to nations; rulers of peoples shall issue from her.”  

(17) Abraham threw himself on his face and laughed, as he 

said to himself, “Can a child be born to a man a hundred 

years old, or can Sarah bear a child at ninety?” (18) And 

Abraham said to God, “O that Ishmael might live by Your 

favor!”  

(19) God said, “Nevertheless, Sarah your wife shall bear 

you a son, and you shall name him Isaac; and I will 

maintain My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant 

for his offspring to come. (20) As for Ishmael, I have 

heeded you. I hereby bless him. I will make him fertile and 

exceedingly numerous. He shall be the father of twelve 

chieftains, and I will make of him a great nation.  

(21) But My covenant I will maintain with Isaac, whom 

Sarah shall bear to you at this season next year.” 

 כ״א - ׳הבראשית י״ז:

ר   ָׁ מְךָׁ ֛א ע֥)ה( וְלאֹ־יִק  ִ ת־ש  בְרָׁ  ֖וֹד א  יָׁ ֑א  מְךָׁ ֤ם וְהָׁ ִ  ֙ה ש 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ ב־הֲמ ֛ם כ ִ ֔א  ׃ ֖וֹן ג וֹיִ ֥י א  ַֽיךָׁ ת ִ ...)טו(  ם נְת 

 ֹ י  ר אֱלהִֹים ֤ו  ל־ ֙אמ  הָׁ א  בְרָׁ ר  ֔א  ךָׁ ֣ם ש ָׁ ת ְ ְ לאֹ־  ֔י אִש 
מָׁ ֥תִקְרָׁ  ְ ת־ש  רָׁ ֖א א  רָׁ ֥י כ ִ ֑ה  ש ָׁ ׃ )טז(  ֖י ש ָׁ ַֽה  מָׁ ְ ה ש 

כְת ִ  ר  י מִמ   ֧ם נָׁת  ֨ה  וְג  ֔י אתָֹׁ ֣ו ב  כְת ִ ב֑    ֖נ ָׁה לְךָׁ ֛ת ִ ַֽר   ֙יהָׁ ֙ן ו ב 
ַֽיְתָׁ  לְכ  ֔ה לְגוֹיִ ֣וְהָׁ מ ִ ֥ם מ   נ ָׁה יִהְיַֽו ׃  ֥ים מִמ   ֖י ע 

 ֹ י ִפ  בְרָׁ ֧)יז( ו  נָׁהָׁ֛ ל א  ָׁ ל־פ  צְחָׁ ֖ם ע  י ִ ֹ ֑יו ו  י  לִב  ֣ק ו  ר ב ְ וֹ ֗אמ 
ב   ל ְ נָׁה ֤ה  ָׁ ַֽה־ש  אָׁ רָׁ ֨ד וְאִ ֔יִו ָׁל   ֙ן מ  עִ ֔ם־ש ָׁ ְ ש  ת־ת ִ ים ֥ה הֲב 
נָׁ ָׁ ֹ ֖ש  י  ַֽד׃ )יח( ו  ל  הָׁ ֥ה ת   בְרָׁ ר א  ַֽאֱלהִֹ ֖אמ  ל־הָׁ ים  ֑ם א 
ע  ֥ל מָׁ ְ ׃  ֥אל יִחְי  ֖ו  יִש  נ ַֽיךָׁ  ה לְפָׁ

 ֹ י  ר אֱלהִֹ ֣)יט( ו  ל ֗אמ  ךָׁ רָׁ֣ ש ָׁ  ֙ים אֲבָׁ ת ְ ְ ת ֤ילֹ   ֗ה אִש  ד 
רָׁ ב֔    ֙לְךָׁ  מ ֥ן וְקָׁ ְ ת־ש  הֲקִמתִֹ ֑וֹ יִצְחָׁ ֖אתָׁ א  ת־ ֨ק ו  י א 

רִיתִ  ַֽיו׃ )כ(  ֥ם לְז רְע ֖ית עוֹלָׁ ֥וֹ לִבְרִ ֛י אִת  ֥ב ְ חֲרָׁ וֹ א 
אל  ע  מָׁ ְ עְת ִ  ֮ו ַֽלְיִש  מ  ְ ר   ׀ ה֣הִנ   ֒יךָׁ ֒ש  י אתֹ֣ב   וֹ  ֗כְת ִ
יתִ  יתִ ֛י אתֹ֥וְהִפְר  מְאֹ וֹ ֖י אתֹ֥וֹ וְהִרְב   נ ים־ ֑ד מְאֹ ֣ ב ִ ְ ד ש 

ש ָׁ  יאִם ֤עָׁ ת ִ ֔יוֹלִ  ֙ר נְש ִ  וֹי ג ָׁדַֽוֹל׃ ) ֥יו לְג ֖יד ו נְת 
רִיתִ  ת־ב ְ קִ ֖כא( וְא  ת־יִצְחָׁ ֣י אָׁ ר ֑ים א  ל   ֩ק אֲש   ד  ֨ת  

ה  ֤לְךָׁ  רָׁ וֹע   ֙ש ָׁ מ  ז  ֣ל  נָׁ֔ד ה  ָׁ ש   ת׃ ֖ה ב   ַֽר  ח  א   ה הָׁ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.16.1-6
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.16.1-6
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.17.1-21
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.17.1-21


5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9: One son too many? 
Genesis 21:1-7 

(1) The LORD took note of Sarah as He had 

promised, and the LORD did for Sarah as 

He had spoken. (2) Sarah conceived and 

bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the 

set time of which God had spoken. (3) 

Abraham gave his newborn son, whom 

Sarah had borne him, the name of Isaac. (4) 

And when his son Isaac was eight days old, 

Abraham circumcised him, as God had 

commanded him. (5) Now Abraham was a 

hundred years old when his son Isaac was 

born to him. (6) Sarah said, “God has 

brought me laughter; everyone who hears 

will laugh with me.” (7) And she added, 

“Who would have said to Abraham 

That Sarah would suckle children! 

Yet I have borne a son in his old age.” 

 ז׳ -בראשית כ״א:א׳

ַֽיהוָֹׁ  ק  ֛)א( ו  ָׁ רָׁ ֥ה פ  ת־ש ָׁ אֲש   ֖ד א  מָׁ ֣ה כ   ר ֑ר אָׁ
י   ש  יְהוָֹׁ ֧ו  רָׁ ֛ע  אֲש   ֖ה לְש ָׁ ַֽר׃ )ב( ו ת   ֥ה כ   ב   ר֩ר ד ִ  ֩ ה 
רָׁ ֨ו ת    ד ש ָׁ הָׁ ֧ל  בְרָׁ וֹע  ֑ן לִזְקֻנָׁ ֖ם ב   ֛ה לְא  מ  ד ֕יו ל 

ב    ר־ד ִ קְרָׁ ֖ר אתֹ ֥אֲש   י ִ א  ֨וֹ אֱלהִַֹֽים׃ )ג( ו 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ נ֜א  ם־ב ְ ַֽת־ש   ד־ל וֹ ֧ם א  ַֽוֹל  נ  ר־֛ ה  וֹ אֲש  
ה־ל   רָׁ ֥יָׁלְדָׁ ָׁ ֖וֹ ש ָׁ י  ַֽק׃ )ד( ו  ם ֤ה יִצְחָׁ הָׁ בְרָׁ  ֙מׇל א 
ת־יִצְחָׁ  נ֣א  מנֹ  ֔ק ב ְ ְ ן־ש  אֲש   ֑ת יָׁמִ ֖וֹ ב   ה  ֥ר צִו ָׁ ֛ים כ  

הָׁ ֖אתֹ  בְרָׁ ן־מְא  ֖וֹ אֱלהִַֹֽים׃ )ה( וְא  נָׁ ֣ם ב   ָׁ ה ֑ת ש 
הִו ָׁ  ד ל ֣ב ְ ֹ ֥ת יִצְחָׁ ֖וֹ א  ֔ל  נַֽוֹ׃ )ו( ו ת  ר ֣ק ב ְ רָׁ אמ  ה  ֔ש ָׁ
ה לִ ֥ק עָׁ ֕צְחֹ  מֹ  ֑י אֱלהִֹ ֖ש ָׁ ש   ׇל־ה  ק־֖ים כ  ע  יִַֽצְח 

 ֹ ר מִ ֗לִַֽי׃ )ז( ו ת  הָׁ  ֙י מִל  ל֤אמ  בְרָׁ ינִ ֔לְא  ה  ֥ם ה  יקָׁ
נִ  רָׁ ֖בָׁ ַֽי־יָׁל  ֑ים ש ָׁ ִ י ב  ֥ה כ   ן לִזְקֻנַָֽׁיו׃֖דְת ִ

 
 

Genesis 21:9-14 

(9) Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the 

Egyptian had borne to Abraham playing. (10) 

She said to Abraham, “Cast out that slave-

woman and her son, for the son of that slave 

shall not share in the inheritance with my son 

Isaac.” (11) The matter distressed Abraham 

greatly, for it concerned a son of his. (12) But 

God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed 

over the boy or your slave; whatever Sarah 

tells you, do as she says, for it is through 

Isaac that offspring shall be continued for 

you. (13) As for the son of the slave-woman, 

I will make a nation of him, too, for he is 

your seed.” (14) Early next morning Abraham 

took some bread and a skin of water, and 

gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her 

shoulder, together with the child, and sent her 

away. And she wandered about in the 

wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

 

 י״ד-בראשית כ״א:ט׳

רָׁ ֨)ט( ו ת    א ש ָׁ גָׁ ֜ר  ן־הָׁ ַֽת־ב   צְרִ ֧ה א  ִ מ  ית ֛ר ה 
ר־יָׁלְדָׁ  הָׁ ֥אֲש   בְרָׁ ֹ ֖ה לְא  ַֽק׃ )י( ו ת  ח  ר֙ם מְצ   ֙ אמ 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ מָׁ ֛ם ג ָׁר  ֔לְא  אָׁ ז ֹ ֥ש  הָׁ נָׁ ֖ה ה  ת־ב ְ ה   ֑את וְא 

ש  ֤י לֹ כ֣ ִ  מָׁ  ֙א יִיר  אָׁ ן־הָׁ ז ֹ ֣ב   נִ ֔ה ה  י ֖את עִם־ב ְ
י    ַֽק׃ )יא( ו  בָׁ ֧עִם־יִצְחָׁ ד ָׁ ע ה  ינ ֖מְאֹ ר ֛ר  ע  י ֣ד ב ְ

הָׁ  בְרָׁ ֹ ֥ל אוֹדֹ ֖ם ע  ֑א  י  נַֽוֹ׃ )יב( ו  ר  ֨ת ב ְ אמ 
הָׁ ֜אֱלהִֹ  בְרָׁ ל־א  ל־י ר  ֗ים א  ינ ֤ם א  ע  ל־  ֙יךָׁ ֙ע ב ְ ע 
נ    ת  ֣ה  ל־אֲמָׁ ר וְע  לֹ֔ע  אֹמ  ֨אֲש    ֩ךָׁ כ  ל  ֥ר ת  יךָׁ ֛ר א 
רָׁ  מ  ֖ש ָׁ ְ קלָֹׁ ֣ה ש  ר  ֔י בְיִצְחָׁ ֣ה  כ ִ ֑ע ב ְ ָׁ  ֖א לְךָׁ ֥ק יִק 

ע׃ )יג( וְג   מָׁ ֥זַָֽׁר  אָׁ ן־הָׁ ת־ב   וֹי ֣ה לְג ֖ם א 
ימ   ו  כ ִ ֑אֲש ִ כ    ֖י ז רְעֲךָׁ ֥נ  ְ י  ש  ם ֣הַֽו א׃ )יד( ו 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ ֹ  ׀ ם֣א  ב  ַֽח־ל  ֡ב   ַֽק   י ִ ר ו  ם ֩ק  ת מ  ֨וְח   ֩ח  יִם ֜מ 
ת    י ִ ל־הָׁ ֣ו  כְמָׁ ֧ר ש ָׁ ֠גָׁ ֠ן א  ִ ל־ש  י   ֛ם ע  ת־ה  ד ֖ה  וְא  ל 

ח   ל ְ ַֽיְש   ת   ֣הָׁ ו ת   ֑ו  ךְ ו  מִדְב   ֔ל  ע ב ְ א  ר ֖ת  ע׃֥ב ְ ַֽב  ָׁ  ר ש 
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10: Humanity 
Genesis 18:1-15 

(1) The LORD appeared to him by the terebinths of 

Mamre; he was sitting at the entrance of the tent as 

the day grew hot. (2) Looking up, he saw three men 

standing near him. As soon as he saw them, he ran 

from the entrance of the tent to greet them and, 

bowing to the ground, (3) he said, “My lords, if it 

please you, do not go on past your servant. (4) Let a 

little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline 

under the tree. (5) And let me fetch a morsel of 

bread that you may refresh yourselves; then go on—

seeing that you have come your servant’s way.” 

They replied, “Do as you have said.” (6) Abraham 

hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quick, 

three seahs of choice flour! Knead and make cakes!” 

(7) Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, 

tender and choice, and gave it to a servant-boy, who 

hastened to prepare it. (8) He took curds and milk 

and the calf that had been prepared and set these 

before them; and he waited on them under the tree 

as they ate.  

 ט״ו - בראשית י״ח:א׳

י  רָׁ  יו ֤)א( ו  לָׁ לנֹ  ֔יְהוָֹׁ  ֙א א  א  מְר  ֖ה ב ְ א  ֑י מ 
אֹ ֥ו א ישֹ   ֛וְה ח־הָׁ ַֽת  חֹ ֖ב פ   ל כ ְ י ַֽוֹם׃ )ב(  ֥ה  ם ה 
 ָׁ י ִש   ינָׁיו ֤ו  י   ֙א ע  ָׁ  ֙רְא וְהִנ  ה ֔ו  לשֹ  ְ ִ ֣ש  ים  ֔ה אֲנָׁש 
בִ  לָׁ ֖נִצ ָׁ י  ֑ים עָׁ ָׁ ֗יו ו  י  ם ֤רְא ו  אתָׁ ח  ת  ֣מִפ    ֙רׇץ לִקְרָׁ
אֹ  ת   ֔הָׁ ְ י ִש  ל ו  י אֹמ  ֖ה  ה׃ )ג( ו  ַֽרְצָׁ י ֗ר אֲדנָֹׁ֑חו  אָׁ
צָׁ ֨אִם־נָׁ ן ֤א מָׁ ינ   ֙אתִי ח  ע  ל־נָׁ֔ב ְ עֲבֹ ֥יךָׁ א  ר ֖א ת 
ע   ַֽח־נָׁ֥מ  ׃ )ד( יקֻ   ַֽךָׁ בְד   ט־מ  ֣ל ע  יִם ֔א מְע 

חֲצ  יכ  ֖וְר  גְל  עֲנ ֑ו  ר  ָׁ ַֽץ׃ )ה(  ֥ו  ת   ֖ם וְהִַֽש   ע  ת הָׁ ח 
קְחָׁ  ת־ל  ֨וְא  עֲד ֜ה פ  ם וְס  כ ם ו  ֤ח  ח   ֙לִב ְ ר  ֣א 
עֲבֹ  ל־כ   ֔ת   ַֽי־ע  ִ רְת   ֥רו  כ  כ  ֖ן עֲב  בְד ְ ַֽל־ע  ם  ֑ם ע 
 ֹ י  עֲש   ֥ו  כ   ֔אמְר ֣ו  אֲש   ֖ן ת   ׃ )ו(  ֥ה כ   ָׁ ַֽרְת  ב   ר ד ִ

ה   יְמ  הָׁ ֧ו  בְרָׁ אֹ ֛ר א  רָׁ ֖ם הָׁ ל־ש ָׁ ה א  ה ֑הֱלָׁ
 ֹ י  הֲרִ ֗ו  ר מ  לֹ ֞אמ  ְ ח סֹ ק֣   ֙ש  סְאִים ֤י ש  ת  ֔מ  ל 
עֲש ִ ֖ל י ו  ִ קָׁ י עֻגַֽוֹ ֥ו ש  ָׁ ב  ל־ה  ץ ֣ר רָׁ ֖ת׃ )ז( וְא 

הָׁ  בְרָׁ י ִק   ֑א  קָׁ ֨ם ו  ָׁ ן־ב  י ִת    ֙ךְ וָׁטוֹב֤ר ר  ֜ח ב   ן ֣ו 
נ    ל־ה  ה  ֔א  יְמ  ר ו  עֲש  ֖ע  וֹת אתַֹֽוֹ׃ )ח(  ֥ר ל 
ק    י ִ מְאָׁ ֨ו  לָׁ ֜ח ח  ר ֗ה וְחָׁ קָׁ ָׁ ב  ן־ה  ר ֣אֲש    ֙ב ו ב 
ש ָׁ  י ִת   ֔עָׁ יה  ֧ם וְהַֽו א־עמֹ  ֑ן לִפְנ יה  ֖ה ו  ם ֛ד עֲל 
ע  ת֥    ת הָׁ ַֽלו ׃֖ח  י אֹכ    ץ ו 

 
Genesis 18:17-25 

(17) Now the LORD had said, “Shall I hide from 

Abraham what I am about to do, (18) since Abraham 

is to become a great and populous nation and all the 

nations of the earth are to bless themselves by him? 

(19) For I have singled him out, that he may instruct 

his children and his posterity to keep the way of the 

LORD by doing what is just and right, in order that 

the LORD may bring about for Abraham what He has 

promised him.”…(23) Abraham came forward and 

said, “Will You sweep away the innocent along with 

the guilty? (24) What if there should be fifty innocent 

within the city; will You then wipe out the place and 

not forgive it for the sake of the innocent fifty who are 

in it? (25) Far be it from You to do such a thing, to 

bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so 

that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! 

Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” 

 כ״ה - בראשית י״ח:י״ז

ַֽיהוָֹׁ  מָׁ ֖)יז( ו  ס   ֑ה אָׁ ַֽמְכ   ֙אֲנִי ה֤ר ה 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ ַֽא  ַֽה׃ )יח(  ֥ר אֲנִ ֖ם אֲש   ֔מ  י עשֹ  

הָׁ ֨וְא   י ֔בְרָׁ צ ֖וֹי ג ָׁד ֥ה לְג ֛וֹ יִַֽהְי  ֧ם הָׁ ו ם ֑וֹל וְעָׁ
ֹ ֔בְרְכו ־ב ֨וְנִ  ץ׃ )יט( כ ִ ֥ל ג וֹי  ֖וֹ כ  ַֽר  אָׁ י ֣י הָׁ

עְת ִ  ן ֩יו לְמ  ֗יְד  ו   ֨אֲש    ֩ע  נָׁ ֜ר יְצ  ָׁ ת־ב  יו ֤ה א 
יתוֹ  ת־ב   חֲרָׁ  ֙וְא  ַֽמְרו  ֔א  ָׁ ךְ יְהוָֹׁ ד֣    ֙יו וְש  ה  ֔ר 

עֲש   קָׁ ֥ל  ָׁ ֖וֹת צְדָׁ פ  ְ בִ ֗ט לְמ  ֑ה ו מִש  ן הָׁ יא ֤ע 
הָׁ  ֙יְהוָֹׁה בְרָׁ ל־א  ב   ֥ם א  ֔ע  ר־ד ִ ר ֖ת אֲש  
ַֽיו  לָׁ ג   ...עָׁ י ִ הָׁ ֥)כג( ו  בְרָׁ י אֹמ  ֖ש  א  א  ֑ם ו  ף  ֣ר ה 
סְפ    ד ִ ֔ת ִ ַֽ֖ה צ  ָׁ ש  ש   ֛י י  ֥ע׃ )כד( או ל  יק עִם־רָׁ
יקִ ֥חֲמִש  ִ  ד ִ ת֖ים צ  עִ ֣ם ב ְ א  ֑וֹךְ הָׁ ף ֤יר ה 
ה סְפ   ָׁ  ֙ת ִ ק ֣וְלאֹ־תִש   ָׁ מ  ן  ֛וֹם לְמ  ֔א ל  ע 
יקִ ֥חֲמִש  ִ  ד ִ צ   ׃ )כה(  ֥ם אֲש   ֖ים ה  ַֽה  ָׁ קִרְב  ר ב ְ
לִ  ךָׁ ֨חָׁ ה ל ְ ֹ  ֜לָׁ עֲש  בָׁ  ׀ ת֣מ  ד ָׁ ז  ֣כ   מִ ֗ר ה  ית ֤ה לְהָׁ

יק  ד ִ ָׁ  ֙צ  ש  יָׁ ֔עִם־רָׁ ד ִ ֥ע וְהָׁ צ   ָׁ ֖ה כ  ש  רָׁ ָׁ ע  ֑יק כ 
לִ  ָׁ ֣חָׁ ה ל  ט ֔לָׁ פֹ  אָׁ  ֙ךְ הֲש  ׇל־הָׁ ץ לֹ ֔כ  ה ֖א י עֲש   ֥ר 

ַֽט׃  ָׁ פ  ְ  מִש 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.1-15
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.1-15
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.17-25
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.17-25
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11: God, again 
Genesis 22:1-12 

(1) Some time afterward, God put Abraham to 

the test. He said to him, “Abraham,” and he 

answered, “Here I am.” (2) And He said, 

“Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom 

you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

heights that I will point out to you.”  

 

(3) So early next morning, Abraham saddled his 

ass and took with him two of his servants and 

his son Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt 

offering, and he set out for the place of which 

God had told him….(6) Abraham took the wood 

for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. 

He himself took the firestone and the knife; and 

the two walked off together.  

 

(7) Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, 

“Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” 

And he said, “Here are the firestone and the 

wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt 

offering?” (8) And Abraham said, “God will see 

to the sheep for His burnt offering, my son.” 

And the two of them walked on together.  

 

(9) They arrived at the place of which God had 

told him. Abraham built an altar there; he laid 

out the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. (10) And 

Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son.  

(11) Then an angel of the LORD called to him 

from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And he 

answered, “Here I am.” (12) And he said, “Do 

not raise your hand against the boy, or do 

anything to him. For now I know that you fear 

God, since you have not withheld your son, 

your favored one, from Me.”  

 ב י״-בראשית כ״ב:א׳
יְהִ  ר֗)א( ו  ח  רִ  ֙י א  בָׁ ד ְ א  ֣ה  ה וְהָׁ ֔ים הָׁ ים  ֔אֱלהִֹ ֣ל  

 ָׁ הָׁ ֖נִס  בְרָׁ ת־א  ֹ ֑ה א  י  לָׁ ֣ם ו  ר א  הָׁ ֔אמ  בְרָׁ ם  ֖יו א 
 ֹ י  ר ֥ו  ֹ הִנ  ֵּֽנִיאמ  י  ח־נָׁ ֡׃ )ב( ו  ר ק  נְךָׁ ֠אמ  ת־ב ִ  ֨א א 

ת־יְחִַֽידְךָׁ  ר־אָה   ֤א  ֶׁ ת־יִצְחָׁ   ֙בְת ָ ֙אֲש  ךְ־֨ק וְל  ֔א 
ל־א   ֔לְךָׁ  ָׁ ֖א  רִֹי  מ  ץ ה  עֲל  ה ֑ר  ם֤וְה  ָׁ ה ֔לְעלָֹׁ  ֙הו  ש 
ח  ֚ע   רִ ֣ל א  ַֽהָׁ ׃ ֥ר אמֹ  ֖ים אֲש   ֔ד ה  ַֽיךָׁ ל   ר א 
 

כ    ְ י  ש  הָׁ ֨)ג( ו  בְרָׁ ֹ ֜ם א  ב  ַֽי  חֲבשֹ  ֗ם ב   ר ו  ת־ ֙ק  א 
ק   ֔חֲמרֹ י ִ נ ֞וֹ ו  ְ ת־ש  יו֤ח א  רָׁ ת  ֖וֹ וְא  ֔אִת   ֙י נְעָׁ
נ ֣יִצְחָׁ  ע֑ק ב ְ ק   יְב  ָׁ ֔ י עלָֹׁ ֣עֲצ   ֙וֹ ו  י  י   ֣ה ו  ךְ  ֔קׇם ו  ל 
קא   ָׁ מ  ר־ל֖ל־ה  ַֽמ  ר־אָׁ אֱלהִַֹֽים֥וֹם אֲש   )ו( ...וֹ הָׁ
ק    י ִ הָׁ ֨ו  בְרָׁ ת־עֲצ  ֜ח א  עלָֹׁ ֣ם א  ָׁ ֗י הָׁ י  ם֙ה ו  ל־  ֙ש   ע 
נ ֣יִצְחָׁ  ק   ֔ק ב ְ י ִ יָׁד֣וֹ ו  א  ֔ ח ב ְ ת־הָׁ ת־ ֖וֹ א  ש  וְא 

אֲכ   ַֽמ   י  לְכ ֑ה  ת ו  נ יה  ֥ל  ְ ַֽו׃  ֖ו  ש   ם י חְד ָׁ
 

 ֹ י  ר יִצְחָׁ ֨)ז( ו  הָׁ ֜אמ  בְרָׁ ל־א  בִ ֤ק א  ֹ  ֙יום אָׁ י  ר ֣ ו  אמ 
ֹ  י֔אָבִ  י  ר ֖ ו  ֶׁ אמ  ֵּֽי֣הִנ  ֹ  י֑בְנִ  נ ִ י  ר הִנ  ֗ו  ש  ֤אמ  א   ֙ה הָׁ
צִ ֣וְהָׁ  י   ֔ע  ש    ֥ים וְא  ֹ ֖ה ה  י  ַֽה׃ )ח( ו  ר֙ה לְעלָֹׁ  ֙אמ 

הָׁ  בְרָׁ ה־ל  ֞ם אֱלהִֹ ֔א  ש    ֥ים יִרְא  ה ֖ה לְעלָֹׁ ֛וֹ ה 
נִ  י  לְכ֑ב ְ נ יה  ֥י ו  ְ ֵּֽום ֖ו  ש   ׃  י חְד ָ
 

ָׁבֹ  י  ַֽל־ה  ֗)ט( ו  קוֹםאו  א  ָׁ ר־ל ֣אֲש    ֮מ  ַֽמ  וֹ ֣ר אָׁ
אֱלהִֹים י ִ  ֒הָׁ ָׁ ֨ ו  ן ש  ם֤ב  הָׁ בְרָׁ זְב    ֙ם א  ִ מ  ת־ה  ח   ֔א 

ַֽי  עֲרֹ  צִ ֖ו  ע  ת־הָׁ ַֽי  עֲקדֹ֑ךְ א  ת־יִצְחָׁ  ֙ ים ו  נ ֣א  וֹ  ֔ק ב ְ
 ָׁ י  ם אתֹוֹ ֤ו  זְב    ֙ש   ִ מ  ל־ה  צִַֽים׃ )י(  ֖ח  מִמ   ֔ע  ע  ל לָׁ ע 

ל   ְ י ִש  ם֤ו  הָׁ בְרָׁ ת־יָׁד ֙ח א  ק   ֔ א  י ִ ת־ח א  ֖וֹ ו 
אֲכ   ַֽמ   חֹ ֑ה  ְ ת לִש  נַֽוֹ׃ ֖ל  ת־ב ְ  ט א 

קְרָׁ  י ִ לָׁ ֨)יא( ו  לְא  ֜א א  מ   ֙ךְ יְהוָֹׁה֤יו מ  ָׁ ש   יִם  ֔מִן־ה 
 ֹ י  הָׁ ֖ו  בְרָׁ ר א  הָׁ  ׀ ם֣אמ  בְרָׁ ֹ ֑א  י  ר הִנ  ַֽנִי׃ ֖ם ו  אמ 

 ֹ י  ל  ֗)יב( ו  ְ ש  ל־ת ִ ר א  נ    ֙ח יַָֽׁדְךָׁ ֤אמ  ל־ה  ר  ֔א  ע 
ל־ת    ש  ל֥וְא  ה כ ִ ֑וֹ מְא֖ע  ָׁ  ׀  י֣ו מָׁ ת  י  ֗ה יָׁד  ֣ע  עְת ִ
ַֽי־יְר   ִ ה וְלֹ ֔א   ֙א אֱלהִֹים֤כ  ָׁ ש   ֥ ת  ת־ ֛א חָׁ ָׁ א  כְת 
נְךָׁ  ת־יְחִידְךָׁ  ֥ב ִ י׃  ֖א  ַֽנ ִ  מִמ  

 

 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.22.1-19
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.22.1-19
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12: Consequences 
Genesis 22:14-19 

(14) And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence 

the present saying, “On the mount of the LORD there is 

vision.” (15) The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a 

second time from heaven, (16) and said, “By Myself I 

swear, the LORD declares: Because you have done this 

and have not withheld your son, your favored one, (17) I 

will bestow My blessing upon you and make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the 

sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize 

the gates of their foes. (18) All the nations of the earth 

shall bless themselves by your descendants, because you 

have obeyed My command.”  

 

(19) Abraham then returned to his servants, and they 

departed together for Beer-sheba; and Abraham stayed in 

Beer-sheba. 

 י״ט -י"דבראשית כ״ב: 

י ִקְרָׁ  הָׁ ֧)יד( ו  בְרָׁ ק ֛א א  ָׁ מ  ַֽם־ה  ה ֥ם ש   ו א ֖וֹם ה 
ר ֑יִרְא   ׀ ה֣יְהוָֹׁ  מ   ֙ה אֲש   י  ֣י אָׁ ה  ֔ר ה  ה ֖ר יְהוָֹׁ ֥וֹם ב ְ

קְרָׁ  י ִ ַֽה׃ )טו( ו  א  לְא  ֛י רָׁ ל־ ֖ךְ יְהוָֹׁ ֥א מ  ה א 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ נִ ֑א  ֹ ֖ם ש   י  ַֽיִם׃ )טז( ו  מָׁ ָׁ ש   ר  ֕ית מִן־ה  אמ 

ב   ב֥ ִ  ְ י ֖י נִש  ן אֲש   ֚י י ֗ה כ ִ ֑נְאֻם־יְהוָֹׁ עְת ִ ר ֤ע 
ש ִ  בָׁ  ֙יתָׁ ֙עָׁ ד ָׁ ת־ה  ז  ֣א  ש   ֥ה וְלֹ ֔ר ה  ת־ ֖א חָׁ ָׁ א  כְת 
נְךָׁ  ר   ֥ב ִ ַֽי־בָׁ ִ ׃ )יז( כ  ַֽךָׁ ת־יְחִיד  כְךָׁ ֣א  ר   ֗ ךְ אֲבָׁ
 ָׁ רְב  רְב   ֨וְה  ַֽת־ז רְעֲךָׁ ֤ה א  כוֹכְב   ֙ה א  מ  ֣כ ְ ָׁ ש   יִם ֔י ה 
ח  פ  ֖וֹל אֲש   ֕וְכ  ל־ש ְ ָׁ ֣ר ע  י   ֔ש  ז רְעֲךָׁ ֣ם וְיִר  ֑ת ה 
רְכ ֥ת ש   ֖א   ָׁ ַֽיו׃ )יח( וְהִתְב  ר איְֹבָׁ  ֔ו  בְז רְעֲךָׁ ֣ע 
 ֹ אָׁ ֣ל ג וֹי  כ֖  ץ ע  ֑י הָׁ ב אֲש   ֕ר  מ  ֥ק  ָׁ קלִַֹֽי׃  ֖ר ש  ָׁ ב ְ  עְת 
 

 ָׁ י  ם ֤)יט( ו  הָׁ בְרָׁ ב א  ׇ רָׁ  ֙ש  ל־נְעָׁ ָׁקֻ ֔א  י  מו   ֛יו ו 
י  לְכ  א  ֖ו  י חְד ָׁ ֥ו  ל־ב ְ ָׁ ֣ו א  י   ֑ר ש  ע ו  הָׁ ֥ב  בְרָׁ ב א  ם ֖ש  
בְא   ע׃֥ב ִ ַֽב  ָׁ  }פ{  ר ש 

 
Genesis 23:1-2 

(1) Sarah’s lifetime—the span of Sarah’s life—

came to one hundred and twenty-seven years. (2) 

Sarah died in Kiriath-arba—now Hebron—in the 

land of Canaan; and Abraham proceeded to mourn 

for Sarah and to bewail her. 

 ב׳ - בראשית כ״ג:א׳

הְיו   י ִ י    ֙)א( ו  רָׁ ֣ח  אָׁ ֔י ש ָׁ נָׁ֥ה מ  ָׁ רִ ֛ה ש  ש ְ נָׁ֥ה וְע  ָׁ ה ֖ים ש 
נִ ֣וְש    ָׁ ע ש  נ  ֑ב  ְ י   ֖ים ש  ָׁ ֥י ח  ת  ַֽה׃ )ב( ו  רָׁ רָׁ ֣י ש ָׁ ה  ֗מׇת ש ָׁ

קִרְי   רְב   ֥ב ְ בְר הִ֥  ע֛ת א  א  ֖וא ח  נָׁ֣וֹן ב ְ ְ ץ כ  י ָׁבאֹ ֑ר  ן ו   ֙ע 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ ֹ ֔א  רָׁ ֥ם לִסְפ  ׃ ֖ד לְש ָׁ ַֽה  תָֹׁ  ה וְלִבְכ 

 
Genesis 26:1-5 

(1) There was a famine in the land—aside from the 

previous famine that had occurred in the days of 

Abraham—and Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the 

Philistines, in Gerar. (2) The LORD had appeared to 

him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the 

land which I point out to you. (3) Reside in this land, 

and I will be with you and bless you; I will assign all 

these lands to you and to your heirs, fulfilling the oath 

that I swore to your father Abraham. (4) I will make 

your heirs as numerous as the stars of heaven, and 

assign to your heirs all these lands, so that all the 

nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your 

heirs— (5) inasmuch as Abraham obeyed Me and kept 

My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My 

teachings.” 

 ה׳ -בראשית כ״ו:א׳

יְהִ  ב ֤)א( ו  עָׁ אָׁ  ֙י רָׁ ָׁ ד֔ב  ב  ץ מִל ְ עָׁ  ֙ר  רָׁ רִאש  ֣הָׁ וֹן ֔ב הָׁ
יָׁ ֥אֲש    ימ  ֖ר הָׁ הָׁ ֣ה ב ִ בְרָׁ י   ֑י א  ךְ יִצְחָׁ ֧ם ו  ל־ ֛ל  ק א 

ת ִ ֥אֲבִימ   ְ לִש  ְ ךְ־פ  ַֽל  ךְ מ  י  רָׁ ֖ל  ה׃ )ב( ו  ַֽרָׁ רָׁ א ֤ים ג ְ
יו  לָׁ ֹ ֔יְהוָֹׁ  ֙א  י  ל֖ה ו  ר א  ר  אמ  כֹ ֑ד מִצְרָׁ ֣־ת   ְ ה ש  ן  ֣יְמָׁ
אָׁ  ָׁ ץ אֲש   ֔ב  ׃ )ג( ג ֥ר אמֹ  ֖ר  ַֽיךָׁ ל  אָׁ ֚ר א  ָׁ ץ ֣ו ר ב  ר 
ז ֹ  ַֽהְי  ֔ה  ךָׁ ֥את וְא  ְ רְכ   ֖ה עִמ  אֲבָׁ ַֽי־לְךָׁ ֑ו  ִ ָׁ כ   ֗ו ַֽלְז רְעֲךָׁ  ֣ך 
ן ת   צֹ  ֙א  ַֽאֲרָׁ ׇל־הָׁ ת־כ  א  ֣א  הֲקִַֽמתִֹי ֔ת הָׁ ת־  ֙ל ו  א 

בֻעָׁ  ְ ש   ב   ֥ה אֲש   ֔ה  ְ בְרָׁ ֖ר נִש  י לְא  בִַֽיךָׁ׃ )ד(  הָׁ֥ עְת ִ ם אָׁ
יתִ  ַֽת־ז רְעֲךָׁ ֤וְהִרְב   כוֹכְב   ֙י א  מ  ֣כ ְ ָׁ ש   ת ִ ֔י ה  י ֣יִם וְנָׁת 
צֹ א֥   ֔לְז רְעֲךָׁ  אֲרָׁ ׇל־הָׁ א  ֖ת כ  רְכ ֑ת הָׁ ָׁ ו  ֣ל וְהִתְב 
ֹ  ֔בְז רְעֲךָׁ  ץ׃ )ה( ע  ֥ל ג וֹי  כ֖  ַֽר  אָׁ מ  ֕י הָׁ ָׁ ר־ש  ב אֲש   ע  ֥ק 
הָׁ  בְרָׁ קלִֹ ֖א  מרֹ ֑ם ב ְ ְ י ִש  רְת ִ  ֙י ו  מ  ְ י  ֖מִצְוֺת  י ֔מִש 
וֹת   ַֽי׃ ֥חֻק   י וְתוֹרתָֹׁ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.22.1-19
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.22.1-19
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.23.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.23.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.1-5
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.1-5
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13: The space between us 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, “To Bless the Space Between Us”: 

Abraham was chosen in order to be a father. Indeed Abraham’s original name, Av ram, 
means “mighty father”, and his enlarged name, Avraham, means “father of many nations”. 

No sooner do we notice this than we recall that the first person in history to be given a 
proper name was Chavah, Eve, because, said Adam, “she is the mother of all life.” Note 
that motherhood is drawn attention to in the Torah long before fatherhood…The reason is 
that motherhood is a biological phenomenon… Fatherhood is a cultural phenomenon… 

This emphasis on parenthood..is absolutely central to Jewish spirituality, because what 
Abrahamic monotheism brought into the world was not just a mathematical reduction of the 
number of gods from many to one. The God of Israel is not primarily the God of the 
scientists who set the universe into motion with the Big Bang. It is not the God of the 
philosophers…Nor is it even the God of the mystics, the Ein Sof, the Infinity that frames 
our finitude. The God of Israel is the God who loves us and cares for us as a parent 
loves for and cares for a child.”… 

Thus our relationship with God is deeply connected with our relationship with our parents, 
and our understanding of God is deepened if we have had the blessing of children… 

All of which makes the story of Abraham very hard to understand for two reasons. The 
first is that Abraham was the son told by God to leave his father: “Leave your land, 
your birthplace and your father’s house.” The second is that Abraham was the 
father told by God to sacrifice his son:…How can this make sense? It is hard enough 
to understand God commanding these things of anyone. How much more so given 
that God chose Abraham specifically to become a role model of the parent-child, 
father-son relationship. 

The Torah is teaching us something fundamental and counter-intuitive. There has to be 
separation before there can be connection. We have to have the space to be 
ourselves if we are to be good children to our parents, and we have to allow our 
children the space to be themselves if we are to be good parents.… 

Likewise in the case of the binding of Isaac. I have long argued that the point of the story 
is not that Abraham loved God enough to sacrifice his son, but rather that God was 
teaching Abraham that we do not own our children, however much we love 
them…First separate, then join. First individuate, then relate. That is one of the 
fundamentals of Jewish spirituality. We are not God. God is not us. It is the clarity of 
the boundaries between heaven and earth that allow us to have a healthy 
relationship with God… God loves us as a parent loves a child – but a parent who truly 
loves their child makes space for the child to develop his or her own identity. It is the space 
we create for one another that allows love to be like sunlight to a flower, not like a tree to 
the plants that grow beneath. The role of love, human and Divine, is, in the lovely 
phrase of Irish poet John O’Donohue, “to bless the space between us”. 

 


