On the Cusp of Kingship:

| Samuel 1-12 and the Beginning of a Union

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * June 29t 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #5

1: A tale of two families

| Samuel 1:1-8 _ ONSN N OINIAY
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two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD 10m Yy=12 3w g oW niNay
there. (4) One such day, Elkanah offered a i o1 () s 003 oo
sacrifice. He used to give portions to his wife o S
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would taunt her that the LORD had closed her  .7am9 732 M2 )02 7Y 012y2

womb. (7) This happened year after year: S Dty Sron e we ; fismnas
Every time she went up to the House of the PR3 AN?Y IR MW MY 1wy 1) ()

LORD, the other would taunt her, so that she () *?2RN N21 122/ 730¥20 12 M1
wept and would not eat. (8) Her husband golsly ﬂ@}?\ﬂéﬂ RLV ”QE’??S I—.,ﬂ? alale!

Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, wh . i (e
ana said to her, ‘Hannah, why are you N _L:I:,? Y M1 IRN KSR
crying and why aren’t you eating? Why are I R AN AL
you so sad? Am | not more devoted to you {0202 YR T7 210 72X
than ten sons?”

Narrative Art in the Bible, Shimeon Bar Efrat, 116:

Eli's two sons are mentioned at the beginning of the narrative of the birth of Samuel, though they
play no part in the actual narrative...The fact that Eli's two sons are mentioned at this point appears
to indicate that Samuel, whose birth is recounted in this narrative, will eventually take their place,
and that it is he, not they, who will inherit Eli's position...It should be emphasized that in general no
information is included in the exposition which does not have a definite function in the development
of the action.
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2. Hannah’s path:

| Samuel 1:9-17

(9) After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh,
Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was sitting on the
seat near the doorpost of the temple of the
LORD.— (10) In her wretchedness, she prayed to
the LORD, weeping all the while. (11) And she
made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if You will
look upon the suffering of Your maidservant and
will remember me and not forget Your
maidservant, and if You will grant Your
maidservant a male child, I will dedicate him to the
LORD for all the days of his life; and no razor shall
ever touch his head.”

(12) As she kept on praying before the LORD, Eli
watched her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was praying
in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice
could not be heard. So Eli thought she was drunk.
(14) Eli said to her, “How long will you make a
drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober up!”

(15) And Hannah replied, “Oh no, my lord! I am a
very unhappy woman. | have drunk no wine or
other strong drink, but | have been pouring out my
heart to the LORD. (16) Do not take your
maidservant for a worthless woman; I have only
been speaking all this time out of my great anguish
and distress.” (17) “Then go in peace,” said Eli,
“and may the God of Israel grant you what you
have asked of Him.”
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Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces:
The hero is the champion of things becoming, not of things become... He does
not mistake apparent changelessness in time for the permanence of Being,
nor is he fearful of the next moment... as destroying the permanent with its

change. (209)

...the hero goes forward in his adventure until he comes to the “threshold
guardian” at the entrance to the zone of magnified power. Such custodians
bound the world... standing for the limits of the hero’s present sphere, or life
horizon. (64)
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3: Rise and fall

| Samuel 2:11-26

(11) Then Elkanah [and Hannah] went home
to Ramah; and the boy entered the service of the
LORD under the priest Eli.

(12) Now Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they paid
no heed to the LORD. ....(17) The sin of the
young men against the LORD was very great,
for the men treated the LORD’s offerings
impiously.

(18) Samuel was engaged in the service of the
LORD as an attendant, girded with a linen
ephod. (19) His mother would also make a little
robe for him and bring it up to him every year,
when she made the pilgrimage with her husband
to offer the annual sacrifice... (21) For the
LORD took note of Hannah; she conceived and
bore three sons and two daughters. Young
Samuel meanwhile grew up in the service of the
LORD.

(22) Now Eli was very old. When he heard all
that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how
they lay with the women who performed tasks
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, (23) he
said to them, “Why do you do such things? I get
evil reports about you from the people on all
hands. (24) Don’t, my sons! It is no favorable
report | hear the people of the LORD spreading
about. (25) If a man sins against a man, the
LORD may pardon him; but if a man offends
against God, who can obtain pardon for him?”
But they ignored their father’s plea; for the
LORD was resolved that they should die.

(26) Young Samuel, meanwhile, grew in
esteem and favor both with God and with men.
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4: The consequences of passivity

| Samuel 2:27-35

(27) A man of God came to Eli and said to him,
“Thus said the LORD: Lo, I revealed Myself to
your father’s house in Egypt when they were
subject to the House of Pharaoh, (28) and I chose
them from among all the tribes of Israel to be My
priests... (29) Why, then, do you maliciously
trample upon the sacrifices and offerings that |
have commanded? You have honored your sons
more than Me, feeding on the first portions of every
offering of My people Israel. (30) Assuredly—
declares the LORD, the God of Israel—I intended
for you and your father’s house to remain in My
service forever. But now—declares the LORD—far
be it from Me! For | honor those who honor Me,
but those who spurn Me shall be dishonored. (31)
A time is coming when | will break your power and
that of your father’s house, and there shall be no
elder in your house...(34) And this shall be a sign
for you: The fate of your two sons Hophni and
Phinehas—they shall both die on the same day.

(35) And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest,
who will act in accordance with My wishes and My
purposes. | will build for him an enduring house,
and he shall walk before My anointed evermore.

| Samuel 4:12-18

(12) A Benjaminite ran from the battlefield and
reached Shiloh the same day.. (13) When he
arrived, he found Eli sitting on a seat, waiting
beside the road—his heart trembling for the Ark
of God. The man entered the city to spread the
news, and the whole city broke out inacry... (17)
The bearer of the news replied, “Israel fled before
the Philistines and the troops also suffered a great
slaughter. Your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
are dead, and the Ark of God has been captured.”
(18) When he mentioned the Ark of God, [Eli]
fell backward off the seat beside the gate, broke
his neck and died; for he was an old man and
heavy. He had been a chieftain of Israel for forty
years.
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5. Samuel’s brand of leadership

| Samuel 7:3-13

(3) And Samuel said to all the House of Israel,
“If you mean to return to the LORD with all
your heart, you must remove the alien gods and
the Ashtaroth from your midst and direct your
heart to the LORD and serve Him alone. Then
He will deliver you from the hands of the
Philistines.” (4) And the Israelites removed the
Baalim and Ashtaroth and they served the
LORD alone. (5) Samuel said, “Assemble all
Israel at Mizpah, and | will pray to the LORD
for you.” (6) They assembled at Mizpah, and
they drew water and poured it out before the
LORD; they fasted that day, and there they
confessed that they had sinned against the
LORD. And Samuel acted as chieftain of the
Israelites at Mizpah. (7) When the Philistines
heard that the Israelites had assembled at
Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines marched
out against Israel. Hearing of this, the Israelites
were terrified of the Philistines...(9) Thereupon
Samuel took a suckling lamb and sacrificed it
as a whole burnt offering to the LORD; and
Samuel cried out to the LORD in behalf of
Israel, and the LORD responded to him. (10)
For as Samuel was presenting the burnt
offering and the Philistines advanced to attack
Israel, the LORD thundered mightily against
the Philistines that day. He threw them into
confusion, and they were routed by Israel. (11)
The men of Israel sallied out of Mizpah and
pursued the Philistines, striking them down to a
point below Beth-car. (12) Samuel took a stone
and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and
named it Eben-ezer: “For up to now,” he said,
“the LORD has helped us.” (13) The
Philistines were humbled and did not invade
the territory of Israel again; and the hand of the
LORD was set against the Philistines as long as
Samuel lived.

29231 N PRI

ORI N727927OR ORINY IR (3)
“HN'D°2W ORN 02227772270K NY
0221An 723 *IPN"NK 1170 M
TPV MITT2R 02327 3707 Nnwym
707 (7) (D AWPD T 0NN 27 1127
INWYI IR 09YaT7 0K PX7? 713
MR (1) (2) 1727 TTTON T297)
MNRXMT X227 NN RP AN
1R (1) MoK 0TV 2R

M 237 1108Y) DKW NnoYn
M2 1RV O 1R RITT D1P2 018N
(1) +12¥R3 2872 *127NK FXINY VBY
e g4 R i) aix ol sl viria R )jalg!
ARWTON DAYYD™I0 YN INREnT
390 N PN 232w

TIN'2P1 120 PN Mp7 (V)...0°RY?D
PP IR 970 MRIY DMy Moy
T MY PR TR MITTOR DN
DoAY IV M2yn PXmY 7 ()

D137 ORI 0 ARy NI 02 i)
TR INILY WINR INREY (X) (2K 107
"7y DI D AWPR IR 19777 TRYAT
12N X M7 (2°) :19 N°27 NnAn
"IN NP7 W0 1721 1980072 0 NN
T ALY N307TY TRRM YT 1R A

ORI



https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.7.1-13
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.7.1-13

6. Unity and mobility
| Samuel 7:15-17 199_4709.00 N bxﬁmw

(15) Samuel judged Israel as long as he . ar—— A
lived. (16) Each year he made the rounds of 7077 23 RIWTNN 2RNw BRY? (V)

Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, and acted as PX"N°27220) MW WY 210 T (V)
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Then he would return to Ramabh, for his oot _ _ v
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7. A solution.... Or a threat?

| Samuel 8:4-7 ovmaom N Ay sat
(4) All the elders of Israel assemb.led angl came to LNINEOR INT* OXAW? 2101 93 18007 ()
Samuel at Ramah, (5) and they said to him, “You S S TP

have grown old, and your sons have not followed Dt N ”3? PR IR () ’HDQ_W
your ways. Therefore appoint a king for us, to T2R 3P TRY 177721977 K 3
govern us like all other nations.” (6) Samuel was 219929277 Y7171 (1) 0217202 1100w
displeased that they said “Give us a king to MVOTH 790 112710 NN WK PRI
govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, (7) and ooy —orvioy (1) (5 =m-5ie SN Hoams
the LORD replied to Samuel, “Heed the demand I KR (1) (9) M)T2K 2R 725
of the people in everything they say to you. For it
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is not you that they have rejected; it is Me they T[2rar 1087 2N 10N AR K2 7D TN
have rejected as their king. Saly il
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(24) Above all, you must revere the LORD and AR AR ORTIV TAPIN IR 1R (T0)
serve Him faithfully with all your heart; and ey T memme o wos oo T

consider how grandly He has dealt with you. (25) 'DPRY 2TITIWN NN N7 7P 022277703
For if you persist in your wrongdoing, both you 02271703 OAR™D3 WA Y77OR) (719)
and your king shall be swept away.” (2) 120nR

Yoram Hazony, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture, 133-135:

...biblical ethics proposes to evaluate human action from a completely different point of vantage than
that of Greek ethics — a point of vantage associated with the life of the nomad, who observes and
evaluates all that goes on in human life from a perspective that is outside the political state and free
of any prior commitment to it...Independence of judgement and action, then, depends on an ability to
resist the creeping advance of justified fears and unjustified commitments to human beings and their
institutions — which together work to deprive the individual of his freedom to discern what is right and
to act in its name. A vigilant maintenance of one’s ability to resist these justified fears and unjustified
commitments is thus basic to the ethics of a shepherd, the ethics of the History of Israel.
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