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On the Cusp of Kingship:  

I Samuel 1-12 and the Beginning of a Union 

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * June 29th 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1: A tale of two families   
I Samuel 1:1-8 

(1) There was a man from Ramathaim of the 

Zuphites, in the hill country of Ephraim, 

whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son 

of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an 

Ephraimite. (2) He had two wives, one named 

Hannah and the other Peninnah; Peninnah had 

children, but Hannah was childless. (3) This 

man used to go up from his town every year to 

worship and to offer sacrifice to the LORD of 

Hosts at Shiloh.—Hophni and Phinehas, the 

two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD 

there. (4) One such day, Elkanah offered a 

sacrifice. He used to give portions to his wife 

Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; (5) 

but to Hannah he would give one portion 

only—though Hannah was his favorite—for 

the LORD had closed her womb. (6) 

Moreover, her rival, to make her miserable, 

would taunt her that the LORD had closed her 

womb. (7) This happened year after year: 

Every time she went up to the House of the 

LORD, the other would taunt her, so that she 

wept and would not eat. (8) Her husband 

Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why are you 

crying and why aren’t you eating? Why are 

you so sad? Am I not more devoted to you 

than ten sons?” 

 ח׳ -שמואל א א׳:א׳

תַ ֜ישׁ אֶח  אִ֨  ֩)א( וַיְהִי  מ  ר  ים  ֖יִם צוֹפִ ֛ד מִן־ה 
מ֑ר אֶפְר  ֣מֵהַ  ן־יְרחֹ  ֠וֹ אֶ ֡יִם ושְּׁ נ ה בֶּ ן־֧לְק  ם בֶּ

ן־תֹּ ֛אֱלִיה  תִִֽי׃ )ב( וְלוֹ ֖חוּ בֶן־צ֥ואּ בֶּ  ֙וףּ אֶפְר 
תֵּ  נִ ֥ה וְשֵׁ ֔חַנּ   ֙ם אַחַת ֤ים שֵׁ ֔י נ שִׁ ֣שְׁ ֵ ית ֖ם הַשּׁ
נִנּ   דִ  ֙י לִפְנִנּ ה ֤ה וַיְהִ ֑פְּ ין ֥ה אֵ ֖ים ולְּחַנּ ֔יְל 

ה  ל  דִִֽים׃ )ג( וְע  אִ  ֩יְל   ֙וּא מִֵֽעִירוֹ ֤ישׁ הַה ֨ה 
חֲו  ֔ים ׀ י מִ ֣מִיּ מִ  תַּ ה לְהִִֽשְׁ ה  ֥חַ לַיהו  ֛ת וְלִזְבֹּ ֧ימ 
א  לֹ ֖צְב  שִׁ נֵ֞ה וְשׁ  ֑וֹת בְּ פְנִי֗י בְנִֵֽי־עֵלִ ֣ם שְׁ  ֙י ח 
ִֽה׃ )ד( וַיְהִ ֖ס כּהֲֹנִ ֔נְח  ֣ופִּ  וֹם ֔י הַיּ ֣ים לַיהו 
זְבַּ  נ  ֖וַיִּ תּ ֣ן לִפְנִנּ  ֞ה וְנ תַ ֑ח אֶלְק  ל־ ֗ה אִשְׁ וֹ וִּֽלְכ 
נֶ נִֽוֹת׃ )ה( ולְּחַנּ ֖בְנוֹתֶ יה  וּ ֛בּ  נ  ֛ה יִתֵּ ֕יה  מ  ה ֥ן מ 
הֵ  ֙י אֶת־חַנּ ה ֤יִם כִּ ֑ת אַפּ  ֖אַחַ  גַ ֖ב וִַֽיהו  ֔א  ר  ֥ה ס 

ִֽהּ׃ )ו( וְכִִֽעֲסַ  הּ ֤רַחְמ  ת  ִֽר  ה צ  עַס  ֔גַּם־כַּ  ֙תּ 
עֲב עִמ  ֖בַּ גַ ֑וּר הַרְּ ִֽי־ס  עַ ֖ר יְהו  ֥הּ כִּ ִֽהּ׃ ֥ה בְּ ד רַחְמ 
נ  ֜ן יַעֲש ֶ ֨)ז( וְכֵ  נ  ֣ה שׁ  הּ ֤ה מִדֵּ ֗ה בְשׁ  בֵ  ֙י עֲלתֹ  ית ֣בְּ
כְעִסֶ ֖ה כֵּ ֔יְהו   בְכֶּ ֑ן תַּ א תאֹכִַֽל׃ )ח( ֥ה וְלֹ ֖נּ ה וַתִּ
 ֹ נ ֜אמֶר ל  ֨וַיּ י ֗מֶה תִבְכִּ ל֣   ֙הּ חַנּ ה ֗ה אִישׁ  ֣הּ אֶלְק 
ֹ  ֙מֶה ֙וְל   בֵ ֣מֶה ירֵַ ֖י וְל  ֔א תִֹֽאכְלִ ל֣ וֹא ֤ךְ הֲל֑ע לְב 

ִֽנכִֹי ר  ֔וֹב ל  ֣ט ֙א  נִִֽים׃ ֖ךְ מֵעֲש    ה בּ 

Narrative Art in the Bible, Shimeon Bar Efrat, 116: 

Eli's two sons are mentioned at the beginning of the narrative of the birth of Samuel, though they 

play no part in the actual narrative…The fact that Eli's two sons are mentioned at this point appears 

to indicate that Samuel, whose birth is recounted in this narrative, will eventually take their place, 

and that it is he, not they, who will inherit Eli's position…It should be emphasized that in general no 

information is included in the exposition which does not have a definite function in the development 

of the action.  
 

https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.1-8
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2. Hannah’s path: 
I Samuel 1:9-17 

(9) After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, 

Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was sitting on the 

seat near the doorpost of the temple of the 

LORD.— (10) In her wretchedness, she prayed to 

the LORD, weeping all the while. (11) And she 

made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if You will 

look upon the suffering of Your maidservant and 

will remember me and not forget Your 

maidservant, and if You will grant Your 

maidservant a male child, I will dedicate him to the 

LORD for all the days of his life; and no razor shall 

ever touch his head.”  

(12) As she kept on praying before the LORD, Eli 

watched her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was praying 

in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice 

could not be heard. So Eli thought she was drunk. 

(14) Eli said to her, “How long will you make a 

drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober up!”  

(15) And Hannah replied, “Oh no, my lord! I am a 

very unhappy woman. I have drunk no wine or 

other strong drink, but I have been pouring out my 

heart to the LORD. (16) Do not take your 

maidservant for a worthless woman; I have only 

been speaking all this time out of my great anguish 

and distress.” (17) “Then go in peace,” said Eli, 

“and may the God of Israel grant you what you 

have asked of Him.”  

 ז י״-שמואל א א׳:ט׳
ם חַנּ  ֣)ט( וַתּ   כְל  ֛ה אַחֲרֵ ֔ ק  לֹ ֥ י א  י  ֣ ה וְאַחֲרֵ ֖ה בְשִׁ
תֹ  ב֗י הַכּהֵֹ ֣ה וְעֵלִ ֑שׁ  סֵּ   ֙ן ישֵֹׁ ת  ֖א עַל־מְזוזַּ ֔עַל־הַכִּ
לֵּ ֑רַת נ  ֣יא מ  ֖ל יְהו ִֽה׃ )י( וְהִ ֥הֵיכַ  תְפַּ ל עַל־֥פֶשׁ וַתִּ
כֹ ֖יְהו   ֹ ֥ה ובּ  דּ ִֽה׃ )יא( וַתִּ ר  ֗ר וַתּאֹמַ דֶ ֜ר נֶ֨ה תִבְכֶּ
א ֨יְהו   אֹ ֜ה צְב  עֳנִ ֣ה תִרְאֶ ֥ וֹת אִם־ר  תֶ ֣ה ׀ בּ  ך   ֗י אֲמ 

כַּ  ֙נִי֙ וזְּכַרְתַּ  תֶ ֣וְלִֹֽא־תִשְׁ ה  ֥ך  וְנ תַתּ  ֔ ח אֶת־אֲמ 
תְך   ל־יְמֵ  ֙יו לִַֽיהו ה ֤ים ונְּתַתִּ ֑רַע אֲנ שִׁ ֣זֶ  ֖לַאֲמ  י ֣ כּ 

 ה עַל־ראֹשִֽׁוֹ׃  ֥ ה לאֹ־יַעֲלֶ ֖יו ומּוֹר  ֔חַיּ  
י  ת  ֣ כִּ  ה֙ )יב( וְה  לֵּ ֔ י הִרְבְּ ה  ֑י יְהו  ֣ ל לִפְנֵ֖ה לְהִתְפַּ

׃ )יג( וְחַנּ  ֥י שׁמֵֹ ֖וְעֵלִ  ִֽיה  רֶת  ֣יא מְדַבֶּ ֚ה הִ ֗ ר אֶת־פִּ
תֶ ֚הּ רַ ֔עַל־לִבּ   פ  מֵ ֣הּ לֹ ֖וֹת וְקוֹל  ֔יה  נּ ע֣ ק ש ְ עַ  ֑א יִשּׁ 
בֶ  ֹ ֖ה  עֵלִ ֥וַיַּחְשְׁ ִֽה׃ )יד( וַיּ כּרֹ  י  ֔עֵלִ  ֙יה  ֙אמֶר אֵלֶ ֤ י לְשִׁ

תַ עַ  רִ ֖ ד־מ  כּ  תַּ שְׁ סִ ֑י תִּ ִֽיִךְ׃  ֖ ירִי אֶת־יֵינֵ֥ין ה  ל   ךְ מֵע 
ֹ  ֙ אמֶר֙ ה וַתֹּ ֤ עַן חַנּ  ֨)טו( וַתַּ  ת־ ֤י אִשּׁ  ֔א אֲדנִֹ ל֣ ה קְשַׁ

נֹ  ֙וחַּ ֙ר כ  ֥כִי וְיַ֔א  תִ ֣ ר לֹ ֖יִן וְשֵׁ פֹּ ֑א שׁ  ךְ אֶת־ ֥ יתִי ו אֶשְׁ
ן֥י לִפְנֵ֖נַפְשִׁ  תֵּ   ֔תְך  ֣ אֶת־אֲמ   ֙י יְהו ִֽה׃ )טז( אַל־תִּ
לִיּ  ֖לִפְנֵ ת־בְּ ִֽי־מֵרֹ ֑י בַּ יחִ ֥עַל כִּ בַּ ֖י וְכַעְסִ ֛ב ש ִ י ֥י דִּ רְתִּ

ֹ ֛ עַן עֵלִ ֧ עַד־הִֵֽנּ ה׃ )יז( וַיַּ ל֣אמֶר לְכִ ֖י וַיּ וֹם ֑י לְשׁ 
אֵ ֣וֵאלהֵֹ  ר  ן֗י יִש ְ תֵ ֣אֶת־שֵׁ  ֙ל יִתֵּ אַ ֥ךְ אֲשֶׁ ֔ל  לְתְּ  ֖ר שׁ 
 מֵעִמִּֽוֹ׃ 

 
Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces: 
The hero is the champion of things becoming, not of things become… He does 
not mistake apparent changelessness in time for the permanence of Being, 
nor is he fearful of the next moment… as destroying the permanent with its 
change. (209) 

 
...the hero goes forward in his adventure until he comes to the “threshold 
guardian” at the entrance to the zone of magnified power. Such custodians 
bound the world… standing for the limits of the hero’s present sphere, or life 
horizon.  (64) 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.9-19
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3: Rise and fall 
I Samuel 2:11-26 

(11) Then Elkanah [and Hannah] went home 

to Ramah; and the boy entered the service of the 

LORD under the priest Eli.  

 

(12) Now Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they paid 

no heed to the LORD. ….(17) The sin of the 

young men against the LORD was very great, 

for the men treated the LORD’s offerings 

impiously.  

 

(18) Samuel was engaged in the service of the 

LORD as an attendant, girded with a linen 

ephod. (19) His mother would also make a little 

robe for him and bring it up to him every year, 

when she made the pilgrimage with her husband 

to offer the annual sacrifice… (21) For the 

LORD took note of Hannah; she conceived and 

bore three sons and two daughters. Young 

Samuel meanwhile grew up in the service of the 

LORD.  

 

(22) Now Eli was very old. When he heard all 

that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how 

they lay with the women who performed tasks 

at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, (23) he 

said to them, “Why do you do such things? I get 

evil reports about you from the people on all 

hands. (24) Don’t, my sons! It is no favorable 

report I hear the people of the LORD spreading 

about. (25) If a man sins against a man, the 

LORD may pardon him; but if a man offends 

against God, who can obtain pardon for him?” 

But they ignored their father’s plea; for the 

LORD was resolved that they should die.  

 

(26) Young Samuel, meanwhile, grew in 

esteem and favor both with God and with men. 

 כ״ו -שמואל א ב׳:י״א 

נ  ֧)יא( וַיֵּ  מ  ֛לֶךְ אֶלְק  ר  ית֖ ה ה  ה עַל־בֵּ עַר ֗וֹ וְהַנַּ ֑ת 
י   רֵת֤ ה  נֵ֔אֶת־יְהו    ֙ה מְשׁ   י הַכּהִֵֹֽן׃  ֥י עֵלִ ֖ה אֶת־פְּ
 

נֵ֖ י עֵלִ ֥)יב( ובְּנֵ וּ אֶת־ ֖א י דְע֥עַל לֹ ֑ י בְלִיּ  ֣ י בְּ
הִ יְהו ִֽה  רִ ֧ י חַטַּ ֨ ... )יז( וַתְּ ע  דוֹל  ֛ את הַנְּ ה  ֥ים גְּ
נֵ֖מְאֹ  ִֽאֲנ שִׁ  ֙י נִִֽאֲצוּ ֤ ה כִּ ֑י יְהו  ֣ ד אֶת־פְּ ת  ֖ים אֵ ֔ה 
 ת יְהו ִֽה׃  חַ֥ מִנְ 
 

מוּאֵ  רֵ ֕יח( ושְּׁ נֵ֖ ל מְשׁ  ג֕ ה נַ ֑י יְהו  ֣ ת אֶת־פְּ ורּ  ֖עַר ח 
ִֽד׃ )יט( ומְּעִ ֥אֵפ טןֹ֤וֹד בּ  ה־לּ  ֙יל ק  עֲש ֶ וֹ ֔וֹ אִמּ ֣תַּ

הּ ֑ים ׀ י מִ ֣ וֹ מִיּ מִ ֖ה ל֥ וְהַעַלְת   ִֽעֲלוֹת  ה בַּ אֶת־   ֙ימ 
ִֽי־ ֥חַ אֶת־זֶ ֖ הּ לִזְבֹּ ֔אִישׁ   בַח הַיּ מִִֽים׃...)כא( כִּ
ִֽה־ ֥הַר וַתֵּ ֛ ה וַתַּ ֔אֶת־חַנּ    ֙ד יְהו ה ֤קַ פ   לשֹׁ  לֶד שְׁ
נִ  תֵּ ֖ב  נ֣ים ושְּׁ גְדַּ ֑י ב  מוּאֵ ֥ל הַנַּ ֛וֹת וַיִּ ל עִם־֖עַר שְׁ

 יְהו ִֽה׃ )ס(  
 

מַ ֑ן מְאֹ ֣י ז קֵ ֖)כב( וְעֵלִ  ל־אֲשֶׁ  ֩ע אֵת֗ד וְשׁ  ר  ֨כּ 
נ יו֤יַעֲש   אֵ  ֙וןּ בּ  ר  ל־יִש ְ בוןּ֤ל וְאֵ ֔ לְכ  כְּ ִֽר־יִשְׁ   ֙ת אֲשֶׁ

ֹ ֔אֶת־הַנּ שִׁ  הֶל מוֹעִֵֽד׃ )כג(  ֥תַח אֹ ֖ וֹת פֶּ ֔בְא ֣ ים הַצּ
 ֹ הֶ ֣וַיּ ה תַעֲש  ֥ם ל  ֔אמֶר ל  רִ ֖מּ  ב  דְּ אֵ ֣וןּ כַּ ה  ֑ים ה  לֶּ
נכִֹ ֨אֲשֶׁ  בְרֵיכֶ  ֙עַ ֙ י שׁמֵֹ ֤ר א  עִ ֣אֶת־דִּ ת  ֖ים מֵאֵ ֔ ם ר 

ע   ל־ה  ה׃ )כד( אַ ֥כּ  נ  ֖ ם אִֵֽלֶּ ה  ֤י לִֽוֹא־טוֹב  ֠ י כִּ ֑ל בּ 
ה  מֻע  ְ נכִֹ ֣אֲשֶׁ   ֙הַשּׁ ים עַם־ ֖עַ מַעֲבִרִ ֔י שׁמֵֹ ֣ ר א 

וֹ  ֣ופִִּֽלְל ֙ישׁ לְאִישׁ ֤א אִ ֨יְהו ִֽה׃ )כה( אִם־יֶחֱט  
א־אִ   ֙ם לִַֽיהו ה ֤ים וְאִ ֔ אֱלהִֹ  ל־ ֖ישׁ מִ ֔ יִֽחֱֶט  לֶּ י יִתְפַּ
מְעוּ ֤וֹ וְלֹ ֑ל פֵ ֔וֹל אֲבִיהֶ ֣לְק ֙א יִשְׁ ִֽי־ח  ה  ֖ץ יְהו  ֥ם כִּ

ִֽם׃    לַהֲמִית 
 

מואֵּ ֣)כו( וְהַנַּ  ם עִם־֚וֹב גַּ ֑ל ו ט ֖ךְ וְג דֵ ֥ל הלֵֹ ֔עַר שְׁ
ִֽים׃ )ס( ֖ה וְגַ ֔יְהו    ם עִם־אֲנ שִׁ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.2.11-26
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4: The consequences of passivity 
I Samuel 2:27-35 

(27) A man of God came to Eli and said to him, 

“Thus said the LORD: Lo, I revealed Myself to 

your father’s house in Egypt when they were 

subject to the House of Pharaoh, (28) and I chose 

them from among all the tribes of Israel to be My 

priests… (29) Why, then, do you maliciously 

trample upon the sacrifices and offerings that I 

have commanded? You have honored your sons 

more than Me, feeding on the first portions of every 

offering of My people Israel. (30) Assuredly—

declares the LORD, the God of Israel—I intended 

for you and your father’s house to remain in My 

service forever. But now—declares the LORD—far 

be it from Me! For I honor those who honor Me, 

but those who spurn Me shall be dishonored. (31) 

A time is coming when I will break your power and 

that of your father’s house, and there shall be no 

elder in your house...(34) And this shall be a sign 

for you: The fate of your two sons Hophni and 

Phinehas—they shall both die on the same day. 

(35) And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, 

who will act in accordance with My wishes and My 

purposes. I will build for him an enduring house, 

and he shall walk before My anointed evermore.  

 ה ל״-שמואל א ב׳:כ״ז
ֹ ֑ים אֶל־עֵלִ ֖א אִישׁ־אֱלהִֹ ֥ )כז( וַיּ בֹ  אמֶר  ֣י וַיּ

מַ ֚ יו כֹּ ֗אֵל   ית  ֣ אֶל־בֵּ  ֙יתִי֙ה נִגְלֵ ֤ה הֲנִגְלֹ ֔ ר יְהו  ֣ה א 
בִ  ִֽהְיוֹת  ֔א  מִצְרַ ֥יך  בִּ רְעִֹֽה׃ )כח(  ֥יִם לְבֵ ֖ם בְּ ית פַּ
חֹ וּ  בְטֵ ֠ר אֹ ֣ב  ל־שִׁ אֵ ֨תוֹ מִכּ  ר    ֙ל לִי֥י יִש ְ

ה תִבְעֲט֣)כט( ל  ...ן֔ לְכהֵֹ  זִבְחִי֗מּ  תִ  ֙וּ בְּ י  ֔ ובְּמִנְח 
ע֖ ר צִוִּ ֥אֲשֶׁ  כַבֵּ ֑יתִי מ  נֶ֤ וֹן וַתְּ י  ֔מִמֶּ  ֙יך  ֙ד אֶת־בּ  נִּ

ל־מִנְחַ ֛ ם מֵרֵאשִׁ ֗לְהַבְרִִֽיאֲכֶ  אֵ ֥ית כּ  ר  ל ֖ת יִש ְ
כֵ  ִֽי׃ )ל( ל  אֵל֣ אֱלהֵֹ  ֮ן נְאֻם־יְהו ה ֗לְעַמִּ ר    ֒י יִש ְ

מ מַ ֣א  ִֽיתְך  ֔וֹר א  י בֵּ בִ ֣ובֵּ  ֙רְתִּ כיך  ֔ית א  ו   ֥יִתְהַל ְ
לִ  ֙ה נְאֻם־יְהו ה ֤וְעַתּ  ם ֑עַד־עוֹל   י֖לְפָנַ  ה לִּ ֣ ח  י  ֔יל 

דַ  ִֽי־מְכַבְּ ִֽלּו׃ּ )לא( הִנֵּה ֥ד ובּזַֹ ֖י אֲכַבֵּ ֥ כִּ   ֙י יֵק 
אִ ֣י מִ  י֔ים בּ  ִֽדַעְתִּ ית ֣עַ בֵּ ֖ וְאֶת־זְרֹ  ֔עֲך  ֣אֶת־זְרֹ   ֙ים וְג 
בִ  ך  ֖וֹת ז קֵ ֥יך  מִִֽהְי֑א  בֵיתִֶֽך ...)לד( וְזֶה־לְּ  ֣ן בְּ
א  נֶ֣נֵאֶל־שְׁ  ֙ר י באֹ ֤וֹת אֲשֶׁ ֗ה  פְנִ ֔י ב  י  ֖ יך  אֶל־ח 

י֑ופִִּֽינְח   נֵיהִֶֽם׃ )לה(  ֥ד י מ֖ וֹם אֶח  ֥ס בְּ וּתוּ שְׁ
אֲשֶׁ ֔ ן נֶאֱמ  ֣ כּהֵֹ  ֙י לִי֥ וַהֲקִימתִֹ  בִ ֛ן כַּ לְב  י  ֥ר בִּ
נִ ֑י יַעֲש ֶ ֖ובְּנַפְשִׁ  ן  ֔ יִת נֶאֱמ  ֣בַּ  ֙יתִי לוֹ ֤ ה ובּ 
יחִ ֥וְהִתְהַל    ִ ל־הַיּ מִִֽים׃   י ֖ךְ לִפְנ ֵֽי־מְש   כּ 

 
I Samuel 4:12-18 

 (12) A Benjaminite ran from the battlefield and 

reached Shiloh the same day.. (13) When he 

arrived, he found Eli sitting on a seat, waiting 

beside the road—his heart trembling for the Ark 

of God. The man entered the city to spread the 

news, and the whole city broke out in a cry… (17) 

The bearer of the news replied, “Israel fled before 

the Philistines and the troops also suffered a great 

slaughter. Your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, 

are dead, and the Ark of God has been captured.” 

(18) When he mentioned the Ark of God, [Eli] 

fell backward off the seat beside the gate, broke 

his neck and died; for he was an old man and 

heavy. He had been a chieftain of Israel for forty 

years. 

 י״ח -"בישמואל א ד׳:

נְי מִן֤ )יב( וַיּ   ץ אִישׁ־בִּ כ  ֣מֵהַמַּ   ֙ר  לֹ ֥ ה וַיּ בֹ ֔ עֲר  ה  ֖א שִׁ
יּ  ב עִַֽל־ ֨לִי ישֵֹׁ ֠עֵ ה  ֣וֹא וְהִנֵּ֗)יג( וַיּ ב..וּא ֑וֹם הַה ֣בַּ

סֵּ  י  ֔מְצַפֶּ   ֙רֶךְ ֙ ד[ דֶּ ֥א יך ]יַ֜הַכִּ ִֽי־ה  רֵ   ֙ה לִבּוֹ ֤ה כִּ ד  ֔ח 
אֱלהִֹ ֣ל אֲר֖עַ  אִ ֑ וֹן ה  עִ ֣א לְהַגִּ ֚ישׁ בּ  ֗ ים וְה  יר  ֔יד בּ 

זְעַ  עִִֽיר֖וַתִּ ל־ה  ֵ ֨)יז( וַיַּ  ...ק כּ  ֹ ֜ עַן הִַֽמְבַש ּ אמֶר  ֗ר וַיּ
אֵל֤נ   ר  תִּ ֣לִפְנֵ ֙ס יִש ְ ה ֖ ה גְדוֹל  ֥ ם מַגֵּפ  ֛ים וְגַ ֔י פְלִשְׁ

יְת   ע  ֣ה  נֵ֑ה ב  נֶ֨ם וְגַם־שְׁ פְנִי֗ יך  מֵ ֜ י ב  ס  ֔ינְח  ֣ ופִּ  ֙תוּ ח 
אֱלהִֹ ֥וַאֲר ה׃ )פ( )יח( וַיְהִ ֖וֹן ה  ִֽח  י  ֞ ים נִלְק 

יר הַזְכִּ אֱלהִֹ ֣וֹ ׀ אֶת־אֲר֣כְּ פֹּ ֗וֹן ה  ל מִֵֽעַל־֣ים וַיִּ
א אֲחֹ הַ֠  סֵּ עַ ֜רַנִּ ֨כִּ ַ ֣ ד ׀ יַ֣ית בְּ בֵ ֗ד הַשּׁ שּׁ  ר  ֤ עַר וַתִּ

ִֽי־ז קֵ ֔וַיּ מֹ  ֙מַפְרַקְתּוֹ  אִ ֥ת כִּ בֵ ֖ ן ה  פַ ֛ד וְה ֑ישׁ וְכ  ט ֥ואּ שׁ 
אֵ אֶת־יִ  ר  עִ ֖ש ְ נ ִֽה׃ ֥ל אַרְבּ   ים שׁ 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.2.27-36
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.2.27-36
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.4.4-18
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.4.4-18


5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Samuel’s brand of leadership 
I Samuel 7:3-13 

(3) And Samuel said to all the House of Israel, 

“If you mean to return to the LORD with all 

your heart, you must remove the alien gods and 

the Ashtaroth from your midst and direct your 

heart to the LORD and serve Him alone. Then 

He will deliver you from the hands of the 

Philistines.” (4) And the Israelites removed the 

Baalim and Ashtaroth and they served the 

LORD alone. (5) Samuel said, “Assemble all 

Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD 

for you.” (6) They assembled at Mizpah, and 

they drew water and poured it out before the 

LORD; they fasted that day, and there they 

confessed that they had sinned against the 

LORD. And Samuel acted as chieftain of the 

Israelites at Mizpah. (7) When the Philistines 

heard that the Israelites had assembled at 

Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines marched 

out against Israel. Hearing of this, the Israelites 

were terrified of the Philistines...(9) Thereupon 

Samuel took a suckling lamb and sacrificed it 

as a whole burnt offering to the LORD; and 

Samuel cried out to the LORD in behalf of 

Israel, and the LORD responded to him. (10) 

For as Samuel was presenting the burnt 

offering and the Philistines advanced to attack 

Israel, the LORD thundered mightily against 

the Philistines that day. He threw them into 

confusion, and they were routed by Israel. (11) 

The men of Israel sallied out of Mizpah and 

pursued the Philistines, striking them down to a 

point below Beth-car. (12) Samuel took a stone 

and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and 

named it Eben-ezer: “For up to now,” he said, 

“the LORD has helped us.” (13) The 

Philistines were humbled and did not invade 

the territory of Israel again; and the hand of the 

LORD was set against the Philistines as long as 

Samuel lived. 

 י״ג-׳ גשמואל א ז׳:

 ֹ מואֵּ ֣)ג( וַיּ ל־בֵּ ֗אמֶר שְׁ אֵל֣ל אֶל־כּ  ר   ֮ית יִש ְ
כ ל־לְבַבְכֶ  ֒לֵאמרֹ  בִים ֤ם אַתֶּ ֗אִם־בְּ אֶל־ ֙ם שׁ 
סִ ֔יְהו   ם ֖ר מִתּוֹכְכֶ ֛י הַנֵּכ  ֧ירוּ אֶת־אֱלהֵֹ ֜ה ה 

ר  תּ  עַשְׁ כִ וֹ ֑וְה  הוּ ֣וְעִבְדֻ  ֙ם אֶל־יְהו ה ֤ינוּ לְבַבְכֶ ֨ת וְה 
ִֽים׃ )ד( וַיּ סִ ֥ם מִיַּ֖ל אֶתְכֶ ֥וֹ וְיַצֵּ ֔לְבַדּ  תִּ לִשְׁ  ֙ירוּ ֙ד פְּ
נֵ אֵ ֣בְּ ר  לִ ֔י יִש ְ ע  רֹ ֖ל אֶת־הַבְּ תּ  עַשְׁ ת ֑ים וְאֶת־ה 

ֹ ֖וּ אֶת־יְהו  ֥וַיּעַַבְד אמֶר  ֣ה לְבַדִּֽוֹ׃ )פ( )ה( וַיּ
מואֵּ  אֵ וּ אֶ ֥ל קִבְצ֔שְׁ ר  ל־יִש ְ צְפּ  ֖ת־כּ  ה ֑ל הַמִּ ת 
לֵּ  עַדְכֶ ֥וְאֶתְפַּ בְצ ֖ל בַּ קּ  ִֽה׃ )ו( וַיִּ וּ ֣ם אֶל־יְהו 

אֲבו־ּמַ ֠הַ  ִֽשְׁ ה וַיִּ ת  צְפּ  כ֜מִּ פְּ שְׁ יִּ ה ֗י יְהו  ֣וּ ׀ לִפְנֵ ֣יִם וִַֽ
יּ  ֙ומּוּ ֙וַיּ צ ֹ ֔וֹם הַה ֣בַּ ט  ֔אמְרוּ שׁ  ֣ואּ וַיּ ה  ֑אנוּ לַיהו  ֖ם ח 
פֹּ  שְׁ מוּ ֧וַיִּ נֵאֵ֛ ט שְׁ אֵ ֥ל אֶת־בְּ ר  ִֽה׃ )ז( ֖י יִש ְ צְפּ  מִּ ל בַּ
מְע שְׁ תִּ ֣וַיִּ צ֗וּ פְלִשְׁ ִֽי־הִתְקַבְּ אֵל֤ים כִּ ר   ֙וּ בְנִֵֽי־יִש ְ
צְפּ   ה וַיּעֲַל֔הַמִּ תִּ ֥ת  אֵ ֖וּ סַרְנִֵֽי־פְלִשְׁ ר  ל  ֑ים אֶל־יִש ְ
מְעוּ  שְׁ נֵ ֙וִַֽיִּ אֵ ֣בְּ ר  ִֽרְא ֔י יִש ְ נֵ֖ל וַיִּ י ֥וּ מִפְּ

ִֽים. תִּ מואֵּ ֣..)ט( וַיִּקַּ פְלִשְׁ ל ב֤ל טְלֵ ֗ח שְׁ ד ֔אֶח   ֙ה ח 
לִ ֛הוּ[ עוֹל  ֧ויעלה ]וַיּעֲַלֵ  זְעַ ֑יל לִַֽיהו  ֖ה כּ  ק ֨ה וַיִּ

מואֵּ  עַ  ֙ל אֶל־יְהו ה ֤שְׁ אֵ ֣בְּ ר  ִֽה׃  ֖ל וִַֽיּעֲַנֵ֔ד יִש ְ הוּ יְהו 
מואֵּל ֤)י( וַיְהִ  עוֹל  ֣מַעֲלֶ  ֙י שְׁ תִּ ֔ה ה  ים ֣ה ופְּלִשְׁ
שׁ  לְח  ֔נִגְּ אֵ מ֖  וּ לַמִּ ר  יִש ְ קוֹל־֣ם יְהו  ֣ל וַיַּרְעֵ ֑ה בְּ ה ׀ בְּ
יּ ֠גּ   ים ֤וֹם הַה ֨דוֹל בַּ תִּ לִשְׁ נּ גְפ֔וַיְהֻמֵּ  ֙ואּ עַל־פְּ וּ ֖ם וַיִּ

אִֵֽל׃ )יא( וַיֵּ ֥לִפְנֵ ר  אֵל ֤וּ אַנְשֵׁ ֜צְא ֨י יִש ְ ר  מִן־ ֙י יִש ְ
צְפּ   פ ֔הַמִּ רְדְּ תִּ ֖ה וִַֽיִּ לִשְׁ וםּ עַד־֕ים וַיּכַּ ֑וּ אֶת־פְּ
קַּ ֥חַת לְבֵ ֖מִתַּ  ִֽר׃ )יב( וַיִּ מואֵּ ֨ית כּ  בֶן ֣ל אֶ ֜ח שְׁ
ה ֤ת וַיּ  ֗אַחַ  צְפּ  ִֽין־הַמִּ ם בֵּ ֵ ֣ובֵּ  ֙ש ֶ קְר  ֔ין הַשּׁ א אֶת־֥ן וַיִּ
מ   ע  ֣הּ אֶ ֖שְׁ ִֽה׃  ֥נּ ה עֲז ר  ֖ר עַד־הֵ ֕זֶר וַיּאֹמַ ֑בֶן ה  נוּ יְהו 

ִֽנְעוּ  כּ  תִּ  ֙)יג( וַיִּ לִשְׁ וֹא ֖בוֹד ל  ֔וּ ע֣ים וְלאֹ־י סְפ ֔הַפְּ
גְב אֵ ֣בִּ ר  הִ ֑ולּ יִש ְ תִּ  ֙י יַד־יְהו ה ֤ל וַתְּ לִשְׁ פְּ ל ֖ים כֹּ ֔בַּ
מואִֵּֽל׃ ֥יְמֵ   י שְׁ
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6. Unity and mobility 
I Samuel 7:15-17 

(15) Samuel judged Israel as long as he 

lived. (16) Each year he made the rounds of 

Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, and acted as 

judge over Israel at all those places. (17) 

Then he would return to Ramah, for his 

home was there, and there too he would 

judge Israel. He built an altar there to the 

LORD. 

 י״ז-שמואל א ז׳:ט״ו

פֹּ  שְׁ מואֵּל ֤)טו( וַיִּ אֵ  ֙ט שְׁ ר  י חַיּ ִֽיו׃  ֥ל יְמֵ ֖ל כֹּ ֔אֶת־יִש ְ
לַ  נ ה ֤ךְ מִדֵּ ֗)טז( וְה  נ   ֙י שׁ  שׁ  בַב֔בְּ ִֽית־אֵ  ֙ה וְס  ל ֔בֵּ
לְגּ   צְפּ  ֖וְהַגִּ פַט֑ל וְהַמִּ אֵ  ֙ה וְשׁ  ר  ל־ ֥ל אֵ ֔אֶת־יִש ְ ת כּ 
קוֹמ  ת֖הַמְּ ב  ה׃ )יז( ותְּשֻׁ אִֵֽלֶּ מ  ֤וֹת ה  ר  ה ֙וֹ ה  ִֽ ֙ת  ם ֣י־שׁ  כִּ
ית פ  ֖וֹ וְשׁ  ֔בֵּ אֵ ֣ם שׁ  ר  ִֽבֶן־שׁ  ֑ט אֶת־יִש ְ חַ ֖ם מִזְבֵּ ֥ל וַיִּ

ִֽה׃ )פ(   לִַֽיהו 

 

 7. A solution…. Or a threat? 
I Samuel 8:4-7 

(4) All the elders of Israel assembled and came to 

Samuel at Ramah, (5) and they said to him, “You 

have grown old, and your sons have not followed 

your ways. Therefore appoint a king for us, to 

govern us like all other nations.” (6) Samuel was 

displeased that they said “Give us a king to 

govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, (7) and 

the LORD replied to Samuel, “Heed the demand 

of the people in everything they say to you. For it 

is not you that they have rejected; it is Me they 

have rejected as their king. 

 ׳ ז-שמואל א ח׳:ד׳
צ ִֽתְקַבְּ אֵ ֣ל זִקְנֵ֖וּ כֹּ ֔)ד( וַיִּ ר  מוּאֵ ֥ ל וַיּ בֹ ֑י יִש ְ ל ֖אוּ אֶל־שְׁ

 ֹ ה׃ )ה( וַיּ ִֽת  מ  ר  נְתּ   ֔ה ז קַ ֣ אַתּ    ֙יו הִנֵּה ֗וּ אֵל  ֣אמְרה 
נֶ לְכ֥ יך  לֹ ֕ובּ  כֶ ֖א ה  דְר  ה־לּ  ֗ יך  עַתּ  ֑ וּ בִּ ִֽימ  לֶךְ ֛נוּ מֶ ֥ה ש ִ

פְטֵ  ל־הַגּוֹיִִֽם׃ )ו( וַיֵּ ֖לְשׁ  כ  ר֤נוּ כְּ ב  עֵינֵ ֙רַע הַדּ  י  ֣בְּ
מואֵּ  אֲשֶׁ ֔שְׁ מְר֣ ל כַּ נ ה־לּ  ֔ר א  פְטֵ ֖נוּ מֶ ֥וּ תְּ נוּ  ֑לֶךְ לְשׁ 

לֵּ וַיִּ  מואֵּ ֥תְפַּ ֹ   ל אֶל־יְהו ִֽה׃ )פ(֖ל שְׁ   ֙יְהו ה  אמֶר֤ )ז( וַיּ
מואֵּ  מַע ל֔אֶל־שְׁ ק  ֙שְׁ ע  וֹ ֣בְּ ר־יאֹמְר ל֥לְכֹ  ם֔ל ה   וּ ֖ אֲשֶׁ

ֹ  י֣כִּ   יך  ֑אֵלֶ  א   ֙אִֹֽתְך    א ל֤ ִֽי־אתִֹ  סוּ ֔ מ  אֲס י֥ כִּ לֹ  וּ ֖מ   ךְ ֥ מִמְּ
 ׃ עֲלֵיהִֶֽם

 

I Samuel 24:6-25 

(24) Above all, you must revere the LORD and 

serve Him faithfully with all your heart; and 

consider how grandly He has dealt with you. (25) 

For if you persist in your wrongdoing, both you 

and your king shall be swept away.” 

 כ״ה-שמואל א י״ב:כ"ד

אֱמֶ ֛ם אתֹ֥ה וַעֲבַדְתֶּ ֗אוּ אֶת־יְהו  ֣ ךְ ׀ יְר֣)כד( אַ  ת ֖ וֹ בֶּ
ל־לְבַבְכֶ  כ  ר־הִגְדִּ ֥ וּ אֵ ֔י רְא ֣ ם כִּ ֑בְּ כִֶֽם׃ ֖ת אֲשֶׁ ל עִמּ 

רֵ  רֵ ֖)כה( וְאִם־ה  ִֽם־מַלְ ֥עוּ גַּם־אַתֶּ ֑ עַ תּ  כֶ ם גַּ ם ֖כְּ
פִֽו׃ּ )פ(  סּ   תִּ

 
Yoram Hazony, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture, 133-135: 
 …biblical ethics proposes to evaluate human action from a completely different point of vantage than 
that of Greek ethics – a point of vantage associated with the life of the nomad, who observes and 
evaluates all that goes on in human life from a perspective that is outside the political state and free 
of any prior commitment to it…Independence of judgement and action, then, depends on an ability to 
resist the creeping advance of justified fears and unjustified commitments to human beings and their 
institutions – which together work to deprive the individual of his freedom to discern what is right and 
to act in its name. A vigilant maintenance of one’s ability to resist these justified fears and unjustified 
commitments is thus basic to the ethics of a shepherd, the ethics of the History of Israel. 
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