The Aborted King:

| Samuel 12-31 and King Saul’s Rise and Fall

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * July 5th 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #6

1: Three warnings

| Samuel 4:2-4

(2) The Philistines arrayed themselves against
Israel; and when the battle was fought, Israel was
routed by the Philistines.. (3) When the [Israelite]
troops returned to the camp, the elders of Israel
asked, “Why did the LORD put us to rout today
before the Philistines? Let us fetch the Ark of the
Covenant of the LORD from Shiloh; thus He will
be present among us and will deliver us from the
hands of our enemies.” (4) So the troops sent men
to Shiloh; there Eli’s two sons, Hophni and
Phinehas, were in charge of the Ark of the
Covenant of God, and they brought down from
there the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD of
Hosts Enthroned on the Cherubim.

| Samuel 8:10-18

(10) Samuel reported all the words of the LORD
to the people, who were asking him for a king.
(11) He said, “This will be the practice of the
king who will rule over you...(17) He will take a
tenth part of your flocks, and you shall become
his slaves. (18) The day will come when you cry
out because of the king whom you yourselves
have chosen; and the LORD will not answer you
on that day.”

| Samuel 24:6-25

(24) Above all, you must revere the LORD and
serve Him faithfully with all your heart; and
consider how grandly He has dealt with you.
(25) For if you persist in your wrongdoing, both
you and your king shall be swept away.”

-9 K NI

PRI NXIR? 0NYR 1797 ()
107 2877 1337 RN 2Rl TR
TINRITIN DY XA (). AW9D
T 123 M DKWY AR TION
W 179N MRl D AYYD *197 0N
1127932 K27 MM N127R NN
OYT W (7) 4PN 0 1)
M7 N2 118 NN Own N 1w
2y712 230 O) 072727 3P NINIX
O %380 DPRT N1 7KDY

129-9:1 N PRI
“ON 7 2727722 NX NI KR ()
N (X) (D) 770 1PNR DR WD OV

02729 Tom2 WK 770 vRwR I

0712¥7 127010 DOX) Y2 D2INE (7)
0D2%n7 *30%n NKi7 02’ 0Rpyn (M)
ORNN M 192721 09 ON1A2 WX
N7 072

M”9-7'9:2”7 X PRINY

NN ORT7IY M NN N 13X (7D)
2THTTIWR NX N7 72 023277703 NK3
"D3 ON"D3 WA Y1770 (72) +0ny
©)ha(clgfakkyie



https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.4.2-7
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.4.2-7
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.8.10-18
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.8.10-18
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.12.6-25
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.12.6-25

2. The king-to-be

| Samuel 9:1-14

(1) There was a man of Benjamin whose name
was Kish son of Abiel son of Zeror son of
Becorath son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of
substance. (2) He had a son whose name was Saul,
an excellent young man; no one among the
Israelites was handsomer than he; he was a head
taller than any of the people. (3) Once the asses of
Saul’s father Kish went astray, and Kish said to his
son Saul, “Take along one of the servants and go
out and look for the asses.”...

(5) When they reached the district of Zuph,
Saul said to the servant who was with him, “Let us
turn back, or my father will stop worrying about
the asses and begin to worry about us.” (6) But he
replied, “There is a man of God in that town, and
the man is highly esteemed; everything that he
says comes true. Let us go there; perhaps he will
tell us about the errand on which we set out.” (7)
“But if we go,” Saul said to his servant, “what can
we bring the man? For the food in our bags is all
gone, and there is nothing we can bring to the man
of God as a present. What have we got?” (8) The
servant answered Saul again, “I happen to have a
quarter-shekel of silver. | can give that to the man
of God and he will tell us about our errand.”...(10)
Saul said to his servant, “A good idea; let us go.”
And they went to the town where the man of God
lived.

(11) As they were climbing the ascent to the
town, they met some girls coming out to draw
water, and they asked them, “Is the seer in town?”
(12) “Yes,” they replied. “He is up there ahead of
you. Hurry, for he has just come to the town
because the people have a sacrifice at the shrine
today. (13) As soon as you enter the town, you
will find him before he goes up to the shrine to
eat; the people will not eat until he comes; for he
must first bless the sacrifice and only then will the
guests eat. Go up at once, for you will find him
right away.”

(14) So they went up to the town; and as they
were entering the town, Samuel came out toward
them, on his way up to the shrine.
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3: The aborted scene
David Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative, 60-61:
As an audience familiar with the convention, we might properly expect that he will draw water for the
girls, that they will then run home with the news of the stranger’s arrival, and so forth...
The type scene has been aborted. The hero swings away from the girls at the well to hurry after the
man of god who will launch him on his destiny of disaster... The sense of completion implicit in the
betrothal of the hero is withheld from this protagonist; the deflection of the anticipated type-scene
somehow isolates Saul, sounds a faintly ominous note that begins to prepare us for the story of the
king who loses his kingship, who will not be a conduit for the future rulers of Israel, and who ends
skewered on his own sword.

4: The king
| Samuel 9:17-21 N”9-1"9:1) N DRIDW
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me?”

5: The first rejection

| Samuel 13:1-16 Y- "R R ORIDW
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6: The second rejection

| Samuel 15 10-28

(10) The word of the LORD then came to Samuel: (11) “I
regret that | made Saul king, for he has turned away from Me
and has not carried out My commands.” Samuel was
distressed and he entreated the LORD all night long... (13)
When Samuel came to Saul, Saul said to him, “Blessed are
you of the LORD! I have fulfilled the LORD’s command.”
(14) “Then what,” demanded Samuel, “is this bleating of
sheep in my ears, and the lowing of oxen that I hear?” (15)
Saul answered, “They were brought from the Amalekites, for
the troops spared the choicest of the sheep and oxen for
sacrificing to the LORD your God. And we proscribed the
rest.”...

(17) And Samuel said, “You may look small to yourself,
but you are the head of the tribes of Israel. The LORD
anointed you king over Israel, (18) and the LORD sent you
on a mission, saying, ‘Go and proscribe the sinful
Amalekites; make war on them until you have exterminated
them.” (19) Why did you disobey the LORD and swoop
down on the spoil in defiance of the LORD’s will?”” (20)
Saul said to Samuel, “But | did obey the LORD! |
performed the mission on which the LORD sent me: |
captured King Agag of Amalek, and I proscribed Amalek,
(21) and the troops took from the spoil some sheep and
oxen—the best of what had been proscribed—to sacrifice to
the LORD your God at Gilgal.” (22) But Samuel said: “Does
the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As much
as in obedience to the LORD’s command? Surely, obedience
Is better than sacrifice, Compliance than the fat of rams. (23)
For rebellion is like the sin of divination, Defiance, like the
iniquity of teraphim. Because you rejected the LORD’s
command, He has rejected you as king.” (24) Saul said to
Samuel, “I did wrong to transgress the LORD’s command
and your instructions; but I was afraid of the troops and
| yielded to them. (25) Please, forgive my offense and come
back with me, and I will bow low to the LORD.” (26) But
Samuel said to Saul, “I will not go back with you; for you
have rejected the LORD’s command, and the LORD has
rejected you as king over Israel.”

(27) As Samuel turned to leave, Saul seized the corner of his
robe, and it tore. (28) And Samuel said to him, “The LORD
has this day torn the kingship over Israel away from you and
has given it to another who is worthier than you.

Mn'D-" 1" N N

(N*) N’ 2XMW X M27127 ) )
Y3 77 RGN "RIZRTR AT
2NN D KR 127NN IR
R (37) ..+ 72790722 M2 Py

TIAX 7102 2IRY 12 KN PINTON DXInY
MR () T 2T PIRRE M
730 P1p1 73INa T IREA2IR T Aang
2RI PIRY N (1) YR DI WK
INKT 0nToy ayn Dpn WK oIk
DTN TR M2 A7 7R3
SR hiaklnfy

TPYTIIN LRTON KiPT PXINY 1N (17)
T207 T ATYRN ANK XY PIT TR
MR YT T ATZEN (1) 2Ny
PoRY NN TPROND NN Annnm 72

"X ) (0°) (DR ON19D TY 12 prme
ym Fown-ox vm mm 2ipa nyny
“HX IR 8™ (9){0) 1T "17ya YT
772 X1 M PP Rgny WK iy
PRy T2 1NN NN T YT
9wnn Oy M7 (X3) AT P20y NN
PR M7 TAT? D00 MWK P30 INE
MR YRIT PXINY KR (22) (0} 73733
W 737 I 21pa ypws 0nan niya
2 (30) «D°2°K A2 1WpnY 2T Nam

1¥° 7807 02001 1IX) 17 08 NNV
(T2){0} 1272 A0 T2 12T MK HORR
A2V TNV IRINY IR DINT IR
Oy R NN 2 2T IR TR TIN
"NX K3 R 101 (713) +071P2 YRw)

(19) «MT? MOATKY 2y 221 NRLN

°9 Y AWK K2 PINRY2NOXINY RN
NPT T 0NN M2 127 NX TROND
{o} “oxwr2y A2

12°yn™7102 PIT71 NPY? 2NNy 397 (1)

0N DT T2y X MY nX
SN 3P Y77



https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.15
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.15
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.15
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.15

7. Towards the end
| Samuel 28:3-10
(3) Now Samuel had died and all Israel made lament for
him; and he was buried in his own town of Ramah. And
Saul had forbidden [recourse to] ghosts and familiar
spirits in the land. (4) The Philistines mustered and they
marched to Shunem and encamped; and Saul gathered all
Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. (5) When Saul saw
the Philistine force, his heart trembled with fear. (6) And
Saul inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not answer
him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets...

(7) Then Saul said to his courtiers, “Find me a woman
who consults ghosts, so that | can go to her and inquire
through her.” And his courtiers told him that there was a
woman in En-dor who consulted ghosts. (8) Saul
disguised himself; he put on different clothes and set out
with two men. They came to the woman by night, and he
said, “Please divine for me by a ghost. Bring up for me
the one I shall name to you.” (9) But the woman
answered him, “You know what Saul has done, how he
has banned [the use of] ghosts and familiar spirits in the
land. So why are you laying a trap for me, to get me
killed?”” (10) Saul swore to her by the LORD: “As the
LORD lives, you won’t get into trouble over this.”

| Samuel 22:9-19

(9) Doeg the Edomite, who was standing among the
courtiers of Saul, spoke up: “I saw the son of Jesse come
to Ahimelech son of Ahitub at Nob. (10) He inquired of
the LORD on his behalf and gave him provisions; he also
gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”... (18)
Thereupon the king said to Doeg, “You, Doeg, go and
strike down the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite went
and struck down the priests himself; that day, he killed
eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. (19) He put
Nob, the town of the priests, to the sword: men and
women, children and infants, oxen, asses, and sheep—
[all] to the sword.
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8. The fall
| Samuel 11:4-7
(4) When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and
gave this report in the hearing of the people, all the
people broke into weeping. (5) Saul was just coming
from the field driving the cattle; and Saul asked, “Why
are the people crying?”” And they told him about the
situation of the men of Jabesh. (6) When he heard these
things, the spirit of God gripped Saul and his anger
blazed up. (7) He took a yoke of oxen and cut them into
pieces, which he sent by messengers throughout the
territory of Israel, with the warning, “Thus shall be
done to the cattle of anyone who does not follow Saul
and Samuel into battle!”” Terror from the LORD fell
upon the people, and they came out as one man.

| Samuel 28:15-19
(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me and
brought me up?”

And Saul answered, “l am in great trouble. The
Philistines are attacking me and God has turned away from
me; He no longer answers me, either by prophets or in
dreams. So I have called you to tell me what I am to do.”

(16) Samuel said, “Why do you ask me, seeing that the
LORD has turned away from you and has become your
adversary? (17) The LORD has done for Himself as He
foretold through me: The LORD has torn the kingship out
of your hands and has given it to your fellow, to David,
(18) because you did not obey the LORD and did not
execute His wrath upon the Amalekites. That is why the
LORD has done this to you today. (19) Further, the LORD
will deliver the Israelites who are with you into the hands
of the Philistines. Tomorrow your sons and you will be
with me; and the LORD will also deliver the Israelite
forces into the hands of the Philistines.”

(20) At once Saul flung himself prone on the ground,
terrified by Samuel’s words. Besides, there was no strength
in him, for he had not eaten anything all day and all night.
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