Conflicts Within and Without:

| Samuel 16 — II Samuel 6 and David’s Ascention

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * July 13th 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #7

1: Three failures

| Samuel 16:1

(1) And the LORD said to Samuel, “How
long will you grieve over Saul, since | have
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your
horn with oil and set out; | am sending you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have decided
on one of his sons to be king.”

| Samuel 16:14-17

(14) Now the spirit of the LORD had
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from
the LORD began to terrify him. (15) Saul’s
courtiers said to him, “An evil spirit of God
is terrifying you. (16) Let our lord give the
order [and] the courtiers in attendance on
you will look for someone who is skilled at
playing the lyre; whenever the evil spirit of
God comes over you, he will play it and you
will feel better.” (17) So Saul said to his
courtiers, “Find me someone who can play
well and bring him to me.”

| Samuel 17:4-24

(4) A champion of the Philistine forces
stepped forward; his name was Goliath of
Gath, and he was six cubits and a span
tall...(10) And the Philistine ended, “I
herewith defy the ranks of Israel. Get me a
man and let’s fight it out!” (11) When Saul
and all Israel heard these words of the
Philistine, they were dismayed and terror-
stricken...(16) The Philistine stepped
forward morning and evening and took his
stand for forty days...(24) When the men of
Israel saw the man, they fled in terror.

N0 N PRI

TIANNRTTY PRINYOR MY KN (R)
"2y [omn YNORM *3X1 INYIN AN
TONTITPUN 21 W 1R Ko X
120 72 17322 KRR anpnnea w

179-779:1"0 N PNINY

INNY XY Oy 770 T M (1)
TIAY TIRRT () M NRD 1Ym0
My D728 K730 1N PRY
T273Y TR RITI0R (10) 0YIR
T 11392 1330 ¥ WK Ry T
112 130 1y 077X M 72y nivna
1772Y79K PIRY MR (1) (2) 77 210
ORIN®IT 1237 220°) WK 7 RIMN7
DN

T79-"7:1"0 X PXYRW
D°AW?2 NN 0207 wR K2 (7)
(°)...n0 Nipk WY 1123 nan Y N3

T2 AROPA WK 27RO 2N
TR PR ARY YpUn (R)

X X291 (19)...40% DYIR
TR W71 02 RN ODIN13



https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.16.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.16.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.16.14-17
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.16.14-17
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.17.4-24
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.17.4-24

2. The absent man

| Samuel 16:6-13

(6) When they arrived and he saw Eliab, he
thought: “Surely the LORD’s anointed
stands before Him.”

(7) But the LORD said to Samuel, “Pay no
attention to his appearance or his stature, for
| have rejected him. For not as man sees
[does the LORD see]; man sees only what is
visible, but the LORD sees into the heart.”

(8) Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him
pass before Samuel; but he said, “The
LORD has not chosen this one either.” (9)
Next Jesse presented Shammah; and again
he said, “The LORD has not chosen this one
either.” (10) Thus Jesse presented seven of
his sons before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of
these.”

(11) Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these
all the boys you have?” He replied, “There
is still the youngest; he is tending the flock.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send someone
to bring him, for we will not sit down to eat
until he gets here.”

(12) So they sent and brought him. He was
ruddy-cheeked, bright-eyed, and handsome.
And the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him,
for this is the one.” (13) Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD
gripped David from that day on. Samuel
then set out for Ramah.
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David Wolpe, David: The Divided Heart, 2:
The man who grew unseen by his father will struggle all his life with children.
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3: David’s ambiguities

| Samuel 17:25-29

(25) And the men of Israel were saying [among
themselves], “Do you see that man coming out? He comes
out to defy Israel! The man who kills him will be rewarded
by the king with great riches; he will also give him his
daughter in marriage and grant exemption to his father’s
house in Israel.” (26) David asked the men standing near
him, “What will be done for the man who Kills that
Philistine and removes the disgrace from Israel? Who is
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the living God?” (27) The troops told him in the same
words what would be done for the man who killed him.
(28) When Eliab, his oldest brother, heard him speaking to
the men, Eliab became angry with David and said, “Why
did you come down here, and with whom did you leave
those few sheep in the wilderness? | know your impudence
and your impertinence: you came down to watch the
fighting!” (29) But David replied, “What have I done now?
I was only asking!”

| Samuel 17:32-40

(32) David said to Saul, “Let no man’s courage fail
him. Your servant will go and fight that Philistine!” (33)
But Saul said to David, “You cannot go to that Philistine
and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a
warrior from his youth!” (34) David replied to Saul,
“Your servant has been tending his father’s sheep, and if
a lion or a bear came and carried off an animal from the
flock, (35) I would go after it and fight it and rescue it
from its mouth...and that uncircumcised Philistine shall
end up like one of them, for he has defied the ranks of
the living God. (37) The LORD,” David went on, “who
saved me from lion and bear will also save me from that
Philistine.” “Then go,” Saul said to David, “and may the
LORD be with you!” (38) Saul clothed David in his

own garment; he placed a bronze helmet on his head and
fastened a breastplate on him. (39) David girded his
sword over his garment. Then he tried to walk; but he
was not used to it. And David said to Saul, “I cannot
walk in these, for I am not used to them.” So David took
them off. (40) He took his stick, picked a few smooth
stones from the wadi, put them in the pocket of his
shepherd’s bag and, sling in hand, he went toward the
Philistine.
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4: A royal marriage

| Samuel 18:17-30
(17) Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter, Merab; I
will give her to you in marriage; in return, you be my warrior
and fight the battles of the LORD.” Saul thought: “Let not
my hand strike him; let the hand of the Philistines strike him.”
(18) David replied to Saul, “Who am I and what is my life—
my father’s family in Israel—that | should become Your
Majesty’s son-in-law?”

(19) But at the time that Merab, daughter of Saul, should have
been given to David, she was given in marriage to Adriel the
Meholathite.

(20) Now Michal daughter of Saul had fallen in love with
David; and when this was reported to Saul, he was pleased.
(21) Saul thought: “I will give her to him, and she can serve
as a snare for him, so that the Philistines may kill him.” So
Saul said to David, “You can become my son-in-law even
now through the second one.”

(22) And Saul instructed his courtiers to say to David
privately, “The king is fond of you and all his courtiers like
you. So why not become the king’s son-in-law?” (23) When
the king’s courtiers repeated these words to David, David
replied, “Do you think that becoming the son-in-law of a
king is a small matter, when | am but a poor man of no
consequence?” (24) Saul’s courtiers reported to him, “This is
what David answered.” (25) And Saul said, “Say this to
David: ‘The king desires no other bride-price than the
foreskins of a hundred Philistines, as vengeance on the king’s
enemies.””—Saul intended to bring about David’s death at
the hands of the Philistines.—

(26) When his courtiers told this to David, David was pleased
with the idea of becoming the king’s son-in-law. Before the
time had expired, (27) David went out with his men and
killed two hundred Philistines; David brought their foreskins
and they were counted out for the king, that he might become
the king’s son-in-law. Saul then gave him his daughter
Michal in marriage.

(28) When Saul realized that the LORD was with David and
that Michal daughter of Saul loved him, (29) Saul grew still
more afraid of David; and Saul was David’s enemy ever
after. (30) The Philistine chiefs marched out [to battle]; and
every time they marched out, David was more successful than
all the other officers of Saul. His reputation soared.
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5: Davidian physics
David Wolpe, David: The Divided Heart, 8:
Perhaps he stumbled and fell forward. But it may also be the Tanach’s way of reminding
us that David’s actions evoke contraries: Saul, whom he will usurp, loves him. He will
fraternize with the enemy and neither they nor Israel seem to turn on him as a result. His
adulterous affair will produce a son who grows to be his successor. David does not operate
by the normal physics of human consequences. His stone hits and the stricken fall forward.

6: A telling lament
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7: Two homes

Il Samuel 3:12-21 N”9-979:°% 9 bxﬂnw
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8: The fall and rise

Il Samuel 6:12-23

(12) It was reported to King David: “The LORD
has blessed Obed-edom’s house and all that
belongs to him because of the Ark of God.”
Thereupon David went and brought up the Ark
of God from the house of Obed-edom to the City
of David, amid rejoicing...(14) David whirled
with all his might before the LORD; David was
girt with a linen ephod. (15) Thus David and all
the House of Israel brought up the Ark of the
LORD with shouts and with blasts of the horn.

(16) As the Ark of the LORD entered the City of
David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the
window and saw King David leaping and
whirling before the LORD; and she despised him
for it. (17) They brought in the Ark of the LORD
and set it up in its place inside the tent which
David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed
burnt offerings and offerings of well-being
before the LORD. (18) When David finished
sacrificing the burnt offerings and the offerings
of well-being, he blessed the people in the name
of the LORD of Hosts...

(20) David went home to greet his household.
And Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet
David and said, “Didn’t the king of Israel do
himself honor today—exposing himself today in
the sight of the slavegirls of his subjects, as one
of the riffraff might expose himself!”

(21) David answered Michal, “It was before the
LORD who chose me instead of your father and
all his family and appointed me ruler over the
LORD’s people Israel! I will dance before the
LORD (22) and dishonor myself even more, and
be low in my own esteem; but among the
slavegirls that you speak of I will be honored.”
(23) So to her dying day Michal daughter of Saul
had no children.
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