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1: Jacob’s aloneness 
Aviva Gottlieb Zornberg, The Murmuring Deep, 268-269: 
The shape of Jacob’s history… suggests a powerful paradox. Much married and father of many 
children, he lives many years single, palpably alone. His narrative conveys a sense of solitude and 
inwardness. More than anyone before him, he lives in a large register or turbulence, or error and 
reevaluation. He, alone of all the patriarchs, leaves the holy land for an extended period of time… 
And even when he returns, heavy with family and possessions, he is pointedly described as levado – 
alone: though he is married – to four wives – he has reverted to the condition of Adam before God 
creates his helpmate. In this condition, he struggles with a man-angel who changes his name. Then, 
strangely, his wives disappear from the narrative… Alone, he endures the anguish of Joseph’s loss, 
unpartnered, he brings his children down to Egypt; and alone, he blesses them on his deathbed… 
Jacob’ essential aloneness is palliated for a relatively brief segment of his life.  
 

2: The first glimpse 
Genesis 29:1-9 

(1) Jacob resumed his journey and came to the land of the 

Easterners. (2) There before his eyes was a well in the 

open. Three flocks of sheep were lying there beside it, for 

the flocks were watered from that well. The stone on the 

mouth of the well was large. (3) When all the flocks were 

gathered there, the stone would be rolled from the mouth 

of the well and the sheep watered; then the stone would be 

put back in its place on the mouth of the well. (4) Jacob 

said to them, “My friends, where are you from?” And they 

said, “We are from Haran.” (5) He said to them, “Do you 

know Laban the son of Nahor?” And they said, “Yes, we 

do.” (6) He continued, “Is he well?” They answered, “Yes, 

he is; and there is his daughter Rachel, coming with the 

flock.” (7) He said, “It is still broad daylight, too early to 

round up the animals; water the flock and take them to 

pasture.” (8) But they said, “We cannot, until all the flocks 

are rounded up; then the stone is rolled off the mouth of 

the well and we water the sheep.” (9) While he was still 

speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s flock; 

for she was a shepherdess. 

 ט׳ -בראשית כ״ט:א׳

ה בְנ י־קֶֶֽדֶם׃  ֥לֶךְ אַ ֖יו וַי   ֑ב רַגְל  ֖א יַעֲק  ֥)א( וַי ִּש     רְצ 
נ   ֞)ב( וַי ַ דֶ ֣ה בְא  ֧רְא וְהִּ ש    נ  ה־ש   ֗ר ב ַ ל ש   ֞ה וְהִּ ְ ה ֤ם ש 

י־צ אן  לֶ ֣ר בְצִּ  ֙עֶדְר  א  י ֚יה  כ ִּ ֔ים ע  ן־הַב ְ וא ֔ר הַהִּ ֣מִּ
ק  ְ רִּ ֖יַש  עֲד  אֶ ֑ו  ה  ד ל  ֥ים וְה  ִּ ֖בֶן ג ְ ֶֽר׃ )ג(  ֥ה עַל־פ  א  י הַב ְ

רִּ ֣וְנֶאֶסְפו ־ש    עֲד  ל־ה  ה כ  אֶ ֤ים וְג לֲל ֗מ    ֙בֶן֙ו  אֶת־ה 
עַל  ִּ  ֙מ  א  פ֣  ק ֔י הַב ְ ְ ש  ִּ ֑ו  אֶת־הַצ   ֖ר וְהִּ ש  יבו  אֶת־ ֧אן וְה 
אֶ  ִּ ֛ה  א  ֥בֶן עַל־פ  ֶֽה  ֖י הַב ְ מְק מ  הֶם ֤׃ )ד( וַי   ר לִּ  ֙אמֶר ל 
אַ ֖ב אַחַ ֔יַעֲק   ן אַת ֶ ֣י מ  ר  ֔אמְר ֣ם וַי   ֑יִּ ח  ן אֲנ ֶֽחְנו ׃  ֖ו  מ 

הֶ ֣)ה( וַי    ב  ֖ם הַיְדַעְת ֶ ֔אמֶר ל  ן־נ ח ֣ם אֶת־ל  ֶ ו ר ֑ן ב 
ֶֽעְנו ׃ )ו( וַי   ֖וַי  אמְר  הֶ ֥ו  י ד  ל ֖אמֶר ל  ו  ֑ו ם ל֣ם הֲש  
ל ֣וַי  אמְר  נ  ה֔ו  ש   ח   ֙ו ם וְהִּ ת  ֣ר  א  ֔ל ב ִּ ם־הַצ  ֶֽאן׃  ֖ו  ב   ה עִּ
ס  ֖ו ל ל א־ע  ֔ו ם ג  ד ֣הַי   ֙ן עו ד ֥אמֶר ה  ֗)ז( וַי    א  ף  ֣ת ה 
קְנֶ  ִּ ק ֑הַמ  ְ א ל֣   ֮ו  רְעֶֽו ׃ )ח( וַי  אמְרו  ֥אן ו לְכ ֖ו  הַצ   ֥ה הַש 
ֶ ֣עַ  ֒נו כַל  ֶֽסְפו  ֤ד אֲש  ל־ה   ֙ר י א  רִּ ֣כ   ֶֽלֲלו  ֔עֲד  אֶת־ ֙ים וְג 
אֶ  עַ ֔ה  ִּ ֖בֶן מ  א  ֣ל פ  קִּ ֑י הַב ְ ְ ש  ינו  הַצ  ֶֽאן׃ )ט(  ֖ר וְהִּ
ו  מְדַב   ֖עו דֶ  מ   ֣נ  ח  ֑ר עִּ ם־הַצ  אן ֗ל ׀ ב   ֣ם וְר  ה עִּ ֶ  ֙א  ר  ֣אֲש 
בִּ  ֶֽוא׃ ֖י ר ע  ֥יה  כ ִּ ֔לְא   ה הִּ
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4. Rachel’s silence 
Genesis 24:15-29 

(15) He had scarcely finished speaking, when Rebekah, 

who was born to Bethuel, the son of Milcah the wife of 

Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out with her jar on her 

shoulder. (16) The maiden was very beautiful, a virgin 

whom no man had known. She went down to the spring, 

filled her jar, and came up.  

(17) The servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let 

me sip a little water from your jar.” (18) “Drink, my 

lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her 

hand and let him drink. (19) When she had let him drink 

his fill, she said, “I will also draw for your camels, until 

they finish drinking.” (20) Quickly emptying her jar into 

the trough, she ran back to the well to draw, and she 

drew for all his camels. … 

(23) “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose daughter are you? 

Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the 

night?” (24) She replied, “I am the daughter of Bethuel 

the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” (25) And 

she went on, “There is plenty of straw and feed at home, 

and also room to spend the night.”… 

(28) The maiden ran and told all this to her mother’s 

household. (29) Now Rebekah had a brother whose 

name was Laban. Laban ran out to the man at the 

spring— 

 כ״ט -בראשית כ״ד:ט״ו 
י־ה )טו( וֶַֽיְ  ל    ֮ו א טֶרֶם ֗הִּ ר ֣כ ִּ נ   ֒ה לְדַב   בְק  ֧וְהִּ ה ֣ה רִּ

ֶ ֗י צ   ה ֤את אֲש  ד  בְתו א   ֙ר יֻל ְ לְכ   ֣לִּ ן־מִּ ֶ ת  ֥ה א  ֔ל ב  ֶ ש 
ה  ֣ו ר אֲחִּ ֖נ ח ׃ )טז(  ֖ם וְכַד   ֑י אַבְר  ֶֽה  כְמ  ִּ ה  עַל־ש 

תו ל  ֔מְא   ֙ת מַרְאֶה ֤ט בַ  ֗וְהֶַֽנ ַעֲר   א ֣יש  ל  ֖ה וְאִּ ֕ד ב ְ
ע   עַ ֣וַת   ה  ֑יְד  מַל   ֔רֶד ה  ֶֽעַל׃  ֖א כַד   ֥יְנ ה וַת ְ  ה  וַת  

עֶ ֥)יז( וַי    ץ ה  את  ֖ר  קְר  יאִּ ֕ה  וַי   ֑בֶד לִּ י נ ֥אמֶר הַגְמִּ א ֛ינִּ
ֶֽךְ׃ )יח( וַת   ֖מְעַט־מַ  ד   ַ כ  ת  ֖יִּם מִּ ְ י  ֑ה אֲד נִּ ֣אמֶר ש 
מַה   ד   ֧ר וַת   ֗וַת ְ ַ ֶֽהו ׃ )יט(  ֖ה  עַל־י ד  ֛רֶד כ  ק  ְ ש  ַ ה  וַת 
כַ  ק ת ֖וַת ְ ְ גְמַל ֶ ֤אמֶר ג ַ ֗ו  וַת   ֑ל לְהַש  א   ֙יך  ֙ם לִּ ְ ד ֥ב עַ ֔אֶש 

ל   ם־כ ִּ מַה  ֖אִּ ת  ֶֽת׃ )כ( וַת ְ ְ ש  עַ ֗ו  לִּ ה  ֤ר וַת ְ ד   ַ אֶל־  ֙ר כ 
ץ ע ֥קֶת וַת   ֔הַש     א  ֛ר  א  ֖ו ד אֶֶֽל־הַב ְ ְ ש  אַ ֑ר לִּ ְ ש  ב ֖ב וַת ִּ

ֶֽיו׃...  מַל   ל־ג ְ  לְכ 
ת־מִּ  ֙אמֶר ֙)כג( וַי    י נ ֥הַג ִּ  ת ְ ֔י אַ ֣ב ַ ית־ ֧י הֲי  ֑א לִּ ֖ידִּ ש  ב  
בִּ  ק ֛א  ֶֽין׃ )כד( וַת   ֖ו ם ל  ֥יךְ מ  לִּ ל  ֣נו  ל  ת־֔אמֶר א  יו ב ַ

תו א   נ  ֖ב ְ לְכ   ֑ל א  ן־מִּ ֶ י ב  ֶ ֕כִּ ה לְנ חֶֽו ר׃  ֖ר י לְד  ֥ה אֲש 
ל  ֣)כה( וַת    סְפ  ֥יו ג ַם־ת ֶ ֔אמֶר א  ב ֣ו א רַ ֖בֶן ג ַם־מִּ

מ    ק ֑עִּ לֶֽו ן׃ ... ו ם ֖נו  ג ַם־מ   ל 
ץ֙)כח( וַת    ג    ֔הֶַֽנ ַעֲר   ֙ר  ַ מ   ֣ד לְב  ֖וַת  רִּ ֑ית אִּ ב  ד ְ ַ ים ֖ה  כ 

בְק   ה׃ )כט( ו לְרִּ ֶ ֶֽל  א  מ ֖ה א  ֥ה  ְ ב  ֣ח ו ש  ב  ֨ן וַי   ֑ו  ל  ץ ל  ן ֧ר 
אִּ  ֶֽיִּן׃ ֖יש  הַח ֛אֶל־ה  ע  ה אֶל־ה   ו צ 

 

 

3: Kisses and tears  
Genesis 29:10-11 

(10) And when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of his 

uncle Laban, and the flock of his uncle Laban, Jacob 

went up and rolled the stone off the mouth of the well, 

and watered the flock of his uncle Laban. (11) Then 

Jacob kissed Rachel, and broke into tears. 

 י״א -בראשית כ״ט:י׳

ר ֡)י( וַיְהִּ  ֶ אֲש  ַ א   ֩י כ  ח  ֜ה יַעֲק  ֨ר  ן ֗ב אֶת־ר  ב  ת־ל  י ֣אֲחִּ  ֙ל ב ַ
מ   ב  ֥ו  וְאֶת־צ  ֔אִּ מ  י ֣ן אֲחִּ ֖אן ל  ג ַ ֑אִּ גֶל אֶת־ ֤ב וַי   ֗ש  יַעֲק  ֣ו  וַי ִּ
אֶ  עַל  ֙בֶן֙ה  ִּ  ֙מ  א  פ֣  קְ אֶת־צ  ֕ר וַי ַ ֔י הַב ְ ְ ב  ֥ש  ֶֽו ׃  ֥ן אֲחִּ ֖אן ל  מ  י אִּ

ח  ֖ק יעֲַק  ֥)יא( וַי ִּש  ַ  ׃ ֖א אֶת־ק ל ֥ל וַי ִּש    ֑ב לְר   ו  וַי  ֶֽבְך ְ
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5: Emotion vs Society 

Bereshit Rabbah 70:12 
Why did he weep? He said, "At the time that Eliezer brought Rebecca, what is 
written about it? 'And the servant took ten camels, etc.' But I did not take a single 
nose-ring, nor a single bracelet." 
Another explanation: Why did he weep? As he saw that she would not be buried 
with him. This is [the meaning of] that which is written that she said [to Leah] 
(Genesis 30:15), "Hence he will lay with you tonight" - it is with you that he will 
die, it is not with me that he will die.  
Another explanation: Why did he weep? As he saw people whispering to one 
another because he kissed her, "Why is this one coming to introduce a new 
matter of licentiousness?" As from the time that the world was struck during the 
generation of the flood, the nations of the world took a stand to forbid 
themselves licentiousness.  
 

Genesis 29:12-20 

(12) Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s 

kinsman, that he was Rebekah’s son; and she ran and 

told her father. (13) On hearing the news of his sister’s 

son Jacob, Laban ran to greet him; he embraced him 

and kissed him, and took him into his house. He told 

Laban all that had happened, (14) and Laban said to 

him, “You are truly my bone and flesh.” When he had 

stayed with him a month’s time, (15) Laban said to 

Jacob, “Just because you are a kinsman, should you 

serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages 

be?” (16) Now Laban had two daughters; the name of 

the older one was Leah, and the name of the younger 

was Rachel. (17) Leah had weak eyes; Rachel was 

shapely and beautiful. (18) Jacob loved Rachel; so he 

answered, “I will serve you seven years for your 

younger daughter Rachel.” (19) Laban said, “Better 

that I give her to you than that I should give her to an 

outsider. Stay with me.” (20) So Jacob served seven 

years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few 

days because of his love for her. 

 כ׳ -בראשית כ״ט:י״ב 
ַג   )יב(  ח  ֜ד יַעֲק  ֨וַי  בִּ ֤י אֲחִּ ֣ל כ ִּ ֗ב לְר  ו א  ֔ה ֙יה  ֙י א 
בְק  ֥וְכִּ  ג   ֖ו א וַת   ֑ה ה֖י בֶן־רִּ ַ ץ וַת  ׃ )יג(  ֥ר  ֶֽיה  בִּ ד לְא 
י מ   ֩וַיְהִּ ְ ש  ב  ֨כִּ ן־אֲח ת֣מַע ׀ יַעֲק  ֣ן אֶת־ש   ֜עַ ל  ֶ ו  ֗ב ב 
אתו  ֤וַי    קְר  ץ לִּ ק־לו   ֙ר  ֶ ק־ל  ֙וַיְחַב  ֶ יא  ֔וַיְנַש   הו  ֖ו  וַיְבִּ
ית אֶ  ב  ֣ו  וַיְסַפ   ֑ל־ב   רִּ ֥ן א  ֔ר לְל  ב  ל־הַד ְ ים ֖ת כ  

ה׃ )יד( וַי    ֶ ֶֽל  א  ב   ֙אמֶר לו  ֤ה  י  ֥ךְ עַצְמִּ ֛ן אַ ֔ל 
רִּ  ה וַי   ֑י א  ֖ו בְש   מ  ֥ת   ב עִּ ֶ ֶֽים׃ )טו(  ֥ו  ח  ֖ש  דֶש  י מִּ
ן ֤וַי    ב  חִּ ֔לְיעֲַק   ֙אמֶר ל  י־א  ה וַעֲבַדְת ַ ֔י אַ ֣ב הֲכִּ י ֖ת   נִּ
נ    ה ל ִּ ֥ם הַג ִּ ֑חִּ ב  ֖יד  ׃ )טז( ו לְל  ֶֽך  ֶ רְת  ֻ כ  ש ְ ַ ן  ֖י מַה־מ 
ת    ְ נ ֣ש  ה ֤ו ת ש   ֑י ב  ד ל  א   ֙ם הַג ְ טַנ  ֥ה וְש   ֔ל  ה ֖ם הַק ְ

ינ   ֶֽל׃ )יז( וְע  ח  א  ֥ר  ל ֑ה רַכ  ֖י ל  ח  ֶֽיְת   ֙ו ת וְר  ה  ֔ה 
יפַ ֖יְפַת־ת    ֶּאֱהַ ת מַרְאֶֶֽה׃ )יח( ֥אַר וִּ ב  ֖יעֲַק   ב֥וַי 
ח   דְך  אמֶר ֗ל וַי   ֑אֶת־ר  עֱב  ֶ  ֙אֶֶֽ נִּ ש֣  ח  ֔בַע ש   ר  ל ֥ים ב ְ
ך   ת ְ טַנ  ֶֽה׃ )יט( וַי    ֖ב ִּ ב  ֣הַק ְ ת ִּ ֚ן ט֗אמֶר ל  י ֣ו ב ת ִּ
ת ִּ ֔ה  ל  ֣א ת   ת ִּ ב  ֑יש  אַח  ֣ה  לְאִּ ֖י א ת  ֥ךְ מִּ ְ ה ֖ר ש 

ֶֽי׃ )כ( וַי עֲַב   דִּ מ   ח  ֛ד יעֲַק  ֧עִּ ר  ֶ ֖ב ב ְ נִּ ֣ל ש  ים  ֑בַע ש  
הְי ינ יו ֤וַי ִּ י מִּ  ֙ו  בְע  דִּ ים ֣כ ְ אַהֲב ת֔אֲח  ׃ ֖ים ב ְ ֶֽה   ו  א ת 
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6: Society strikes back 
Genesis 29:21-30 

(21) Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my 

wife, for my time is fulfilled, that I may cohabit 

with her.” (22) And Laban gathered all the people 

of the place and made a feast. (23) When evening 

came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her 

to him; and he cohabited with her… (25) When 

morning came, there was Leah! So he said to 

Laban, “What is this you have done to me? I was 

in your service for Rachel! Why did you deceive 

me?” (26) Laban said, “It is not the practice in 

our place to marry off the younger before the 

older. (27) Wait until the bridal week of this one 

is over and we will give you that one too, 

provided you serve me another seven years.” (28) 

Jacob did so; he waited out the bridal week of the 

one, and then he gave him his daughter Rachel as 

wife… (30) And Jacob cohabited with Rachel 

also; indeed, he loved Rachel more than Leah. 

And he served him another seven years. 

 ל׳ -בראשית כ״ט:כ״א  
ן֤אמֶר יַעֲק  ֨ )כא( וַי    ב  ב   ֙ב אֶל־ל  ת ִּ ֣ ה  ְ ש  ִּ ֔ה אֶת־אִּ י ֥י כ 
לְא  ב֑ו  י מ  ֖מ  ֶאֱס  ֖י וְא  ׃ )כב( וַי  לֶֶֽיה  ה א  ב  ֥ו א  אֶת־ן ֛ ף ל 

ל־אַנְש    ק֥ כ   ַ֖י הַמ   ֶֽה׃  ֥ו ם וַי  ֶ ת  ְ ש   עַש  מִּ
עֶ ֣ )כג( וַיְהִּ  ח ֔ י ב  ק ַ א    ֙רֶב וַי ִּ ת  ֣אֶת־ל  ה   ֖ א א ת  ֥ו  וַי  ב  ֔ה בִּ

ל   ...  ֖יו וַי  ב  ֑א  לֶֶֽיה   א א 
נ  ה־הִּ ֔י בַב   ֣)כה( וַיְהִּ  א  ֖קֶר וְהִּ ב  ֣ ה וַי   ֑ וא ל  ן  ֗אמֶר אֶל־ל 
ש ִּ  ֙מַה־ז  את ל֤הֲל  י  ֔ית  ל ִּ ֣ ע  ח  בַ  ֙א בְר  מ   ֣ ע  י עִּ ה  ֖ךְ וְל  ֔ דְת ִּ מ  

י׃ )כו( וַי    ֶֽנִּ ית  ִּ מ  ב  ֣ רִּ ש ֶ ֔אמֶר ל  מְקו מ  ֖ה כ  ֥ן ל א־י ע  נו   ֑ן ב ִּ
ת   יר  ֥ל  עִּ פְנ ֖ ת הַצ ְ ֶֽה׃ )כז( מַל   ֥ ה לִּ יר  כִּ בֻ ֖י הַב ְ ְ את  ֑עַ ז  ֣ א ש 
נ   ת ְ ה ֗ג ַם־אֶת־ז   ֜ה לְך  ֨ וְנִּ עֲב ד  ַ ֶ  ֙את ב  עֲב  ֣אֲש  ַ מ   ֣ ר ת  י  ֔דִּ ד עִּ
נִּ ֖ע ֶֽבַע־ש   ֶ ַ֥ו ד ש  רֶֽו ת׃ )כח( וַי  ן ֔ כ    ֙עַש  יַעֲק ב֤ ים אֲח 

בֻ ֖וַיְמַל    ְ ן־ל֑ עַ ז  ֣א ש  ֶ ת  ח  ֛את וַי ִּ ת  ֥ו  אֶת־ר  ו  ֥ו  ל֖ל ב ִּ
ֶֽה... )ל( וַי  ב א  ש    ח  ג֣ ַ   ֙לְאִּ ֶֽם־אֶת־֥ל וַי אֱֶהַ ֔ם אֶל־ר  ב ג ַ

ח   א  ֖ר  ל   מ  ֣ה וַי עֲַב  ֑ ל מִּ נִּ ו ד ֖ו  ע֔ד עִּ ֶֽבַע־ש   ֶ רֶֽו ת׃ ֥ש   ים אֲח 

 

7: Jacob’s rebellious streak 
Yoram Hazoni, the Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture, 137 
What could it possibly mean to say that Jacob has struggled with God and has prevailed?... It is not 
Esau against whom Jacob contends in his dream – if it is a dream – but God himself. And if we think 
about it, we can see that Jacob’s lifelong struggle with his brother Esau is indeed a struggle to 
resist the decrees of God himself: After all, is it not God who put Jacob in the womb with another, 
and who gave Esau the strength to best him so that Jacob was second-born? Is it not God who gave 
Esau the character and the skill he needed to win his father’s favor, so that his position as heir 
should come to be, in Isaacs eyes, a settled matter? To be sure, God promised Rebecca that Jacob 
would defeat his brother when they were yet in the womb, but from that moment on, it was as if he 
had abandoned him. In Hebrew Scripture there is no fate, but only decisions made by men and the 
decrees of the God of Israel. So these things are, in Jacob’s eyes, as in the eyes of the narrative, the 
decrees of God. It is with God that Jacob has been wrestling his entire life… Jacob contends with 
God, and though God punishes him, he will not desist until he has wrung from God that blessing 
which was his aim all along… Jacob has won every blessing, and all this despite what appeared to be 
God’s irreversible decree. 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.29.21-30
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8: Jacob’s dualities 
Genesis 27:18-22 

(18) He went to his father and said, “Father.” And he said, 

“Yes, which of my sons are you?” (19) Jacob said to his 

father, “I am Esau, your first-born; I have done as you 

told me. Pray sit up and eat of my game, that you may 

give me your innermost blessing.” (20) Isaac said to his 

son, “How did you succeed so quickly, my son?” And he 

said, “Because the LORD your God granted me good 

fortune.” (21) Isaac said to Jacob, “Come closer that I 

may feel you, my son—whether you are really my son 

Esau or not.” (22) So Jacob drew close to his father Isaac, 

who felt him and wondered. “The voice is the voice of 

Jacob, yet the hands are the hands of Esau.” 

 כ״ב - בראשית כ״ז:י״ח

בִּ ֥)יח( וַי  ב   בִּ ֣יו וַי   ֖א אֶל־א  ֶ ֣י וַי   ֑אמֶר א  נ  י ֔אמֶר הִּ נ ִּ
ֶֽי׃ )יט( וַי   ֖י אַת   ֥מִּ  נִּ בִּ ֜אמֶר יַעֲק  ֨ה ב ְ יו ֗ב אֶל־א 

י  נ כִּ ש    ֙א  כ רֶ ו ֣ע  ש ִּ ֔ב ְ ֶ ֕ך  ע  אֲש  ַ י כ  ב ַ ֥יתִּ ל  ֖ר ד ִּ י ֑רְת   א 
ב  ֣קֶֽו ם־נ  ְ ה ֗א ש  ידִּ  ֙ה וְאׇכְל  צ   עֲב ֔מִּ רְכַ ֖י ב ַ ב  י ֥ו ר ת ְ נ ִּ

ֶֽך ׃ )כ( וַי    ֶ ק ֤נַפְש  נ  ֙אמֶר יִּצְח  ה ֛ו  מַה־ז ֶ֔אֶל־ב ְ
הַ  מְצ  ֥מִּ נִּ ֖רְת   לִּ קְר  ֥אמֶר כ ִּ ֕י וַי   ֑א ב ְ ה ֥ה יְה ו  ֛י הִּ
ק ֤נ ֶֽי׃ )כא( וַי   יך  לְפ  ֖אֱל הֶ  ב ֔אֶֶֽל־יַעֲק   ֙אמֶר יִּצְח 
ה־נ   ש   ך  ֥ג ְ ְ נִּ  ֖א וַאֲמֶֻֽש  נִּ ֛ה זֶ֥י הֶַֽאַת   ֑ב ְ ש   ֥ה ב ְ ו ֖י ע 

ג ַ  ם־ל ֶֽא׃ )כב( וַי ִּ צְח  ֛ש  יַעֲק  ֧אִּ בִּ ֥ב אֶל־יִּ יו ֖ק א 
י ֥יִּם יְד  ֖ב וְהַי  דַ ֔ו ל יַעֲק  ק֣  ֙אמֶר הַק  ל ֗הו  וַי   ֑וַיְמֻש    
ֶֽו׃  ש    ע 

 
Genesis 27:42-45 

(42) When the words of her older son Esau were 

reported to Rebekah, she sent for her younger son 

Jacob and said to him, “Your brother Esau is consoling 

himself by planning to kill you. (43) Now, my son, 

listen to me. Flee at once to Haran, to my brother 

Laban. …(45) until your brother’s anger against you 

subsides—and he forgets what you have done to him. 

Then I will fetch you from there. Let me not lose you 

both in one day!” 

 מ״ה -בראשית כ״ז:מ״ב
ֻג ַ  בְק  ֣)מב( וַי  בְר  ֔ד לְרִּ ש   ֥ה אֶת־ד ִּ נ  ֖י ע  ל ֑ה  הַג  ד  ֣ו ב ְ
לַ  ְ ש  קְר  ֞וַת ִּ נ   ֙א לְיַעֲק ב ֤ח וַת ִּ ט  ֣ב ְ אמֶר  ֣ן וַת   ֔ה  הַק  
ל   נ  ה ֔א  ש    ֙יו הִּ חִּ ֣ע  תְנַח  יך  ֔ו א  ׃ )מג(   ֖ם לְך  ֥מִּ רְגֶֶֽך  לְה 
מַ ֖ה בְנִּ ֥וְעַת    ְ ק לִּ ֣י ש  רַח־לְך  ֧י וְק ֑ע ב ְ ב   ֛ו ם ב ְ ן  ֥אֶל־ל 
חִּ  ֶֽנ ה׃ ... )מה( עַד־ש  ֖א  ר  חִּ ֨י ח  ך  ֜ו ב אַף־א  ְ מ   ֗יך  מִּ

כַח  ש ִּ א֣   ֙וְש   ר־ע  ֶ לַחְת ִּ ֔ית  ל  ֣ת אֲש  יך  ֣י ו לְקַחְת ִּ ֖ו  וְש  
ש     מ  ֑מִּ כ ַ ה ֥ם ל  ְ נ יכֶ ֛אֶש  ְ ֶֽד׃ ֥ם י ֖ל ג ַם־ש   ו ם אֶח 

 

Genesis 28:1-5 

(1) So Isaac sent for Jacob and blessed him. He instructed 

him, saying, “You shall not take a wife from among the 

Canaanite women. (2) Up, go to Paddan-aram, to the 

house of Bethuel, your mother’s father, and take a wife 

there from among the daughters of Laban, your mother’s 

brother, (3) May El Shaddai bless you, make you fertile 

and numerous, so that you become an assembly of 

peoples. (4) May He grant the blessing of Abraham to you 

and your offspring, that you may possess the land where 

you are sojourning, which God assigned to Abraham.” (5) 

Then Isaac sent Jacob off, and he went to Paddan-aram, to 

Laban the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of 

Rebekah, mother of Jacob and Esau. 

 ה׳ -בראשית כ״ח:א'
קְר   צְח  ֥)א( וַי ִּ ו  ֑רֶךְ א ת ֣ב וַיְב  ֖ק אֶֶֽל־יַעֲק  ֛א יִּ

ק ַ ֔אמֶר ל ֣וַי    ֙הו  ֙וַיְצַו    ש    ֥ו  ל ֶֽא־תִּ נ֖ח אִּ ב ְ ו ת ֥ה מִּ
נ ֶֽעַן׃ )ב( ק  ְ ךְ ֥כ  ד ֶ  ֙ו ם ל  ַ ה  ֥ם ב   ֔נ ֶֽה אֲר  ֣פ  ית 

מ ֶ ֣ל אֲבִּ ֖בְתו א   ם  ֤ך  וְקַח־לְך  ֑י אִּ ש    ש     ֙מִּ ה ֔אִּ
נ ב ְ ב  ֥מִּ ׃ )ג( וְא  ֥ן אֲחִּ ֖ו ת ל  ֶֽך  ֶ מ  י ֤י אִּ ד ַ ַ ר   ֙ל ש  ךְ  ֣יְב 
יִּ ֑וְיַרְב ֶ  ֖וְיפְַרְך   ֔א ֶֽתְך   קְהַ ֖ך  וְה  ֶֽים׃ )ד(  ֥ית  לִּ ִּ ל עַמ 

ן־לְך   ֶ ֶֽת  רְכ ַ  ֙וְיִּ ה  ֣אֶת־ב ִּ  ֣ו לְזַרְעֲך   ֖ם לְך  ֔ת אַבְר 
ת    ך  ֑אִּ ת ְ ְ ש  ר־נ תַ ֔רֶץ מְגֻרֶ ֣אֶת־אֶ  ֙ךְ לְרִּ ֶ ן ֥יך  אֲש 
לַ ֖אֱל הִּ  ְ ֶֽם׃ )ה( וַי ִּש  ה  ק ֤ים לְאַבְר  אֶֶֽת־  ֙ח יִּצְח 
ד ֶ ֖ב וַי   ֔יַעֲק   ַ ב  ֑נ ֶֽה אֲר  ֣לֶךְ פ  ל ֤ם אֶל־ל  תו א  ן־ב ְ ֶ  ֙ ן ב 

 ִּ ֶֽאֲרַמ  בְק  חִּ֣ י אֲ ֔ה  ֶֽו׃ ֖ם יַעֲק  ֥ה א  ֔י רִּ ש    ב וְע 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.18-22
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.18-22
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.42-45
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.42-45
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.46-28.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.46-28.5
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9: A hidden presence  
Bereshit Rabbah 70:19 

רַמָאָה, לָאו בְלֵילְיָא הֲוָה  בַת  וְכָל הַהוּא לֵילְיָא הֲוָה צָוַח לָהּ רָחֵל, וְהִיא עָנְיָא לֵיהּ. בְצַפְרָא וְהִנֵה הִיא לֵאָה, אָמַר לָהּ מָה רַמָיְתָא

 .עֵשָו, וְאַתְ עָנֵי לֵיהּ קָרֵינָא רָחֵל וְאַתְ עֲנֵית לִי. אָמְרָה לֵיהּ אִית סַפָר דְלֵית לֵיהּ תַלְמִידִים, לאֹ כָךְ הָיָה צוֹוֵחַ לָךְ אֲבוּךְ,

Bava Batrah 123a: 

Rather, doesn’t your teacher Rabbi Yonatan say like this: It was appropriate for the child receiving 

the status of firstborn to emerge from Rachel, as it is written: “These are the generations of Jacob, 

Joseph” (Genesis 37:2), indicating that Joseph was Jacob’s primary progeny. But Leah advanced 

ahead of Rachel with appeals for mercy, i.e., with prayer, and thereby earned the status as firstborn 

for her firstborn. But because of the modesty that Rachel possessed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, 

returned the status as firstborn to her. This is why Jacob gave the status as firstborn to Joseph…..Rav 

said: her eyes were literally weak, and this is not a denigration of her but a praise of her. As she 

would hear people at the crossroads, coming from the land of Canaan, who would say: Rebecca has 

two sons, and her brother Laban has two daughters; the older daughter will be married to the older 

son, and the younger daughter will be married to the younger son. And she would sit at the crossroads 

and ask: What are the deeds of the older son? The passersby would answer: He is an evil man, and he 

robs people. She would ask: What are the deeds of the younger son? They would answer: He is “a 

quiet man, dwelling in tents” (Genesis 25:27). And because she was so distraught at the prospect of 

marrying the evil brother, she would cry and pray for mercy until her eyelashes fell out. Since the 

weakness of her eyes was due to this cause, characterizing her eyes as weak constitutes praise. This is 

Leah’s prayer for mercy to which Rabbi Yonatan referred. 
 

 

 
10: misalignments   

Genesis 30:1-13 

(1) When Rachel saw that she had borne Jacob no children, 

she became envious of her sister; and Rachel said to Jacob, 

“Give me children, or I shall die.” (2) Jacob was incensed at 

Rachel, and said, “Can I take the place of God, who has 

denied you fruit of the womb?” (3) She said, “Here is my 

maid Bilhah. Consort with her, that she may bear on my 

knees and that through her I too may have children.” …(8) 

And Rachel said, “A fateful contest I waged with my sister; 

yes, and I have prevailed.” So she named him Naphtali. (9) 

When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took her 

maid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as concubine… Leah 

said, “What luck!” So she named him Gad. (12) When 

Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son, (13) Leah 

declared, “What fortune!” meaning, “Women will deem me 

fortunate.” So she named him Asher. 

 י״ג -בראשית ל׳:א׳ 
ח  ֣)א( וַת    ה֤י ל  ֣ל כ ִּ ֗רֶא ר  קַנ  ֔לְיַעֲק   ֙א י ֶֽלְד  א  ֥ב וַת ְ
ח   אֲח ת  ֖ר  ה־ל ִּ  ֙אמֶר אֶֶֽל־יַעֲק ב ֤ה  וַת   ֑ל ב ַ ֶֽב  נִּ ֣ה  ים  ֔י ב 

ם־אַ  ת  ֖וְאִּ ן מ  ֶֽחַר־אַ ֥יִּ י׃ )ב( וַי ִּ נ ֶֽכִּ ב ק֖  ף יַעֲ ֥ה א 
ח   ר  ים֤אמֶר הֲתַ ֗ל וַי   ֑ב ְ נ   ֙חַת אֱל הִּ נַ ֔א  ר־מ  ֶ י אֲש  ע  ֥כִּ
מ    ֶֽטֶן׃ )ג( וַת   ֖מִּ י־ב  רִּ ְ נ  ֕ךְ פ  תִּ ֛אמֶר הִּ לְה  ֥ה אֲמ  ה ֖י בִּ
לֶ ב֣    ד ֑א א  ל  רְכ ַ  ֙יה  וְת  נֶ֔עַל־ב ִּ ב   נ כִּ ֥י וְאִּ י ֖ה גַם־א 

ח  ֣...)ח( וַת    ו ל  ֗אמֶר ר  פְת ַ ים ׀ ֧י אֱל הִּ ֨ל נַפְת  י ֛נִּ לְת ִּ
ם־אֲח תִּ  קְר  ֑י ג ַם־י כ  ֖עִּ י וַת ִּ מ ֥לְת ִּ ְ ֶֽי׃ )ט(  ֖א ש  לִּ ו  נַפְת  

א  ֣וַת    מְד  ֥ה כ ִּ ֔רֶא ל  ל ֶ ֖י ע  ח ֑ה מִּ ק ַ לְפ    ֙דֶת וַת ִּ ה  ֣אֶת־זִּ
ת   פְח  ִּ ת   ֔ש  ֶֽה ֖ה  לְיַעֲק  ֛ן א ת  ֥ה  וַת ִּ ש    )יב(  ...ב לְאִּ

ה ֗וַת    לְפ   פְחַ  ֙לֶד זִּ ִּ א  ֣ש  נִּ ן ֥ה ב   ֔ת ל  י לְיַעֲק ֶֽב׃ )יג(  ֖ש  
א  ֣וַת    רִּ ֔אמֶר ל  ְ ש  א  ר ֥י כ ִּ ֕ה ב ְ ְ ש   נ֖י אִּ י ב   קְר  ֑ו נִּ א ֥ו ת וַת ִּ

מ  ְ ֶֽר׃ ֖אֶת־ש  ש    ו  א 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.30.1-13
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11: Resolution  
Genesis 33:1-5 

(1) Looking up, Jacob saw Esau coming, 

accompanied by four hundred men. He 

divided the children among Leah, Rachel, 

and the two maids, (2) putting the maids and 

their children first, Leah and her children 

next, and Rachel and Joseph last. (3) He 

himself went on ahead and bowed low to the 

ground seven times until he was near his 

brother. (4) Esau ran to greet him. He 

embraced him and, falling on his neck, he 

kissed him; and they wept. (5) Looking 

about, he saw the women and the children. 

“Who,” he asked, “are these with you?” He 

answered, “The children with whom God 

has favored your servant.” 

 ה׳ -בראשית ל״ג:א׳

ינ  ֜א יַעֲק  ֨)א( וַי ִּש     נ   ֙יו וַי ַרְא ֗ב ע  ש   ֣וְהִּ א  ֔ו ב   ֣ה ע 
מ   א ֥ו  אַרְב ַ ֕וְעִּ ַ֑ו ת אִּ ֖ע מ  דִּ ֣יש  וַי  ים עַל־֗חַץ אֶת־הַיְל 
ה  א  ח   ֙ל  ת   ֖ל וְעַ ֔וְעַל־ר  ְ חֶֽו ת׃ )ב( וַי   ֥ל ש  פ  ְ ם ֧י הַש   ש ֶ

ח  פ  ְ יהֶ ֛אֶת־הַש   ֶֽאש  נ ֖ו ת וְאֶת־יַלְד  א  ֑ן רִּ ה ֤ה וְאֶת־ל 
דֶ  ֶֽיל  ח  ֔אַחֲר נִּ  ֙יה  ֙וִּ ף  ֖ל וְאֶת־יו ס  ֥ים וְאֶת־ר 

ֶֽים׃ )ג( וְה  בַ ֖אַחֲר נִּ פְנ יהֶ ֣ו א ע  ת ַ ֑ר לִּ ְ חו  ֤ם וַי ִּש 
ה ֙אַ  ֶ  ֙רְצ  מִּ ש֣  ע  ְ ת  ֔בַע פ  ְ ש  ֶֽיו׃ )ד(  ֖ים עַד־ג ִּ חִּ ו  עַד־א 
ש   ֨וַי    אתו  ֤רׇץ ע  קְר  ק   ֙ו לִּ פ   ֔וֶַֽיְחַב ְ ו ֖ל עַל־צַו  אר  ֥הו  וַי ִּ
ֶֽו ׃ )ה( וַי ִּש     וׄ  ׄה֑ׄק  שׄ    ׄי ִּ ׄוַ  בְכ  ינ ֣וַי ִּ ַ֗א אֶת־ע  רְא אֶת־֤יו וַי 

ים  ִּ דִּ  ֙הַנ  ש  י־א  ֖ים וַי   ֔וְאֶת־הַיְל  ה ל   ֣אמֶר מִּ ֶ ךְ ֑ל 
דִּ ֕וַי  אמַ  נַ ֕ר הַיְל  ר־ח  ֶ ׃֖ן אֱל הִּ ֥ים אֲש  ֶֽך   ים אֶת־עַבְד ֶ

 

 
 

Genesis 35:16-21 

(16) They set out from Bethel; but when they 

were still some distance short of Ephrath, 

Rachel was in childbirth, and she had hard 

labor. (17) When her labor was at its hardest, 

the midwife said to her, “Have no fear, for it 

is another boy for you.” (18) But as she 

breathed her last—for she was dying—she 

named him Ben-oni; but his father called him 

Benjamin. (19) Thus Rachel died. She was 

buried on the road to Ephrath—now 

Bethlehem. (20) Over her grave Jacob set up 

a pillar; it is the pillar at Rachel’s grave to 

this day. (21) Israel journeyed on, and 

pitched his tent beyond Migdal-eder. 

 

 כ״א- בראשית ל״ה:ט״ז

סְעו  )טז(  ב    ֙וַי ִּ י־ע֔ית א  ֣מִּ א  ֥ל וֶַֽיְהִּ בְרַת־ה  רֶץ  ֖ו ד כ ִּ
ב ה וַת   ֑ו א אֶפְר  ֣ל  ח  ֥ת  קַ ֖לֶד ר  ׃ ֥ל וַת ְ ֶֽה  דְת   לִּ ש  ב ְ

דְת   ֖י בְהַקְש  ת  ֥)יז( וַיְהִּ  לִּ ה   ֤אמֶר ל  ֨ה  וַת   ֑ה  ב ְ
ֶֽי־גַם־זֶ ֔ירְאִּ ֣אַל־ת ִּ  ֙דֶת ֙הַמְיַל ֶ  ִּ ֶֽן׃ )יח( ֖ה ל  ֥י כ  ךְ ב  
ה  צ֤  י ב ְ ֞וַיְהִּ  ִּ  ֙את נַפְש   קְר  ֔י מ  כ֣  ה וַת ִּ מ ֥ת  ְ ן־ ֖א ש  ֶ ו  ב 
בִּ ֑או נִּ  א־ל ֖י וְא  ֶֽר  ֶֽין׃ )יט( וַת   ֥יו ק  נְי מִּ ח  ֖ו  בִּ ל ֑מׇת ר 

ר ב  ק   דֶ  ֙וַת ִּ ה הִּ ֔רֶךְ אֶפְר  ֣ב ְ ֶֽחֶם׃ )כ( ֥וא ב   ֖ת  ית ל 
ב  ֛ב יַעֲק  ֧וַי ַצ    ת  ֖ב מַצ   בֶת ֥וא מַצ ֶ ֛ה  הִּ ֑ה עַל־קְבֻר 

ח   ס ַ ֖קְבֶֻֽרַת־ר  ֶֽו ם׃ )כא( וַי ִּ א  ֖ל עַד־הַי  ר  ל ֑ע יִּש ְ
ה  ֔ט אֶׇֽהֳל  ֣וַי    ֶֽדֶר׃ ֖ה מ  ל־ע  גְד ַ ה לְמִּ  לְא 
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