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The Game of Thrones: 

II Samuel – I Kings and the Problem with Divisions and dynasties 
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1: The turning point   
II Samuel 11 

(1) At the turn of the year, the season when kings 

go out [to battle], David sent Joab with his officers 

and all Israel with him, and they devastated 

Ammon and besieged Rabbah; David remained in 

Jerusalem. (2) Late one afternoon, David rose from 

his couch and strolled on the roof of the royal 

palace; and from the roof he saw a woman bathing. 

The woman was very beautiful, (3) and the king 

sent someone to make inquiries about the woman. 

He reported, “She is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam 

[and] wife of Uriah the Hittite.” (4) David sent 

messengers to fetch her; she came to him and he 

lay with her—she had just purified herself after her 

period—and she went back home. (5) The woman 

conceived, and she sent word to David, “I am 

pregnant.” (6) Thereupon David sent a message to 

Joab, “Send Uriah the Hittite to me”; and Joab 

sent Uriah to David… 

(11) Uriah answered David, “The Ark and Israel 

and Judah are located at Succoth, and my master 

Joab and Your Majesty’s men are camped in the 

open; how can I go home and eat and drink and 

sleep with my wife? As you live, by your very life, 

I will not do this!”...(14) In the morning, David 

wrote a letter to Joab, which he sent with Uriah.... 

(18) Joab sent a full report of the battle to David… 

(26) When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband 

Uriah was dead, she lamented over her husband. 

(27) After the period of mourning was over, David 

sent and had her brought into his palace; she 

became his wife and she bore him a son. But the 

LORD was displeased with what David had done, 

 שמואל ב י״א 

נָּׁ֨לִתְשׁובַּ  ֩)א( וַיְהִי  ָּׁ את  ֣צ   ׀ ת֣ה לְע  ֜ת הַשּׁ
לָּׁאכִ  לַ ים ֗הַמְּ ְׁ וִ  ח֣וַי ִּש  ב֡דָּּׁ וְאֶת־  ֩ד אֶת־יוֹאָּׁ
דָּׁ  א  ֜יו עִמּ ֨עֲבָּׁ רָּׁ חִ ֗וֹ וְאֶת־כׇּּל־יִש ְ אֶת־  ֙תוּ ֙ל וַיַּשְׁ
נ  וִ ֑רוּ עַל־רַבָּּׁ ֖וֹן וַיָּּׁצ  ֔י עַמּ ֣בְּ   ב֥יוֹש   ד ֖ה וְדָּׁ

לָּׁ   ירושָּּׁׁ עֶ ֣לְע   ׀ י֣)ב( וַיְהִ           }ס{ ִ ם׃͏בִּ רֶב ֗ת הָּׁ
וִ ֨וַיָּּׁ  ם דָּּׁ עַ ֜קׇּ בוֹ ֤ד מ  כָּּׁ ךְ  ֙ל מִשְׁ תְהַלּ  ית־ ֣עַל־גַּ  ֙וַיִּ ג בּ 
ָּׁ ֥לֶךְ וַיַּ ֔הַמֶּ  עַ ֖ה רחֶֹ ֛רְא אִשּׁ ָּׁ ֣ג וְהָּׁ ֑ל הַגָּּׁ ֣צֶת מ  ה ֔אִשּׁ
לַ ׃ )ג( ה מְאֹ ד֖ת מַרְאֶ ֥טוֹבַ  ְׁ וִ  ח֣וַי ִּש  דְרֹ ֔דָּּׁ שׁ ֖ד וַיִּ
 ָּׁ אִשּׁ ֹ ֑לָּׁ ת־שֶׁ  ֙אמֶר הֲלוֹא־זאֹת ֗ה וַיּ ת־֣בַּ בַע בַּ
ת אורִּיָּּׁ ֖ם א  ֔אֱלִיעָּׁ  לַח ה הַ חִתִּ י׃ )ד(  ֥שֶׁ ְׁ וִ  ֩וַי ִּש  ד  ֨דָּּׁ
כִ  חֶ ֜מַלְאָּׁ קָּּׁ ב֗ים וַיִּ יו֤הָּׁ וַתָּּׁ לָּׁ כַּ  ֙וֹא א  שְׁ הּ  ֗ב עִמָּּׁ ֣וַיִּ
מְ ֖יא מִתְקַדֶּ ֥וְהִ  ת מִטּ  תָּׁ שֶׁ יתָּׁ הּ׃  ֖הּ וַתָּּׁ ֑אָּׁ ב אֶל־בּ  שׇּׁ

ָּׁ ֖)ה( וַתַּ  אִשּׁ לַח ה ֑הַר הָּׁ ְׁ ש  גּ   ֙וַת ִּ וִ ֣וַתַּ ד  ֔ד לְדָּׁ
רָּׁ ֖וַתֹּ  נֹ כִי׃ )ו(  ֥אמֶר הָּׁ לַ ה אָּׁ ְׁ וִד  ח֤וַי ִּש  אֶל־  ֙דָּּׁ
לַ ב ֔יוֹאָּׁ  ְׁ לַ  ח֣ש  לַ י ֑ה הַחִתִּ ֖י אֶת־אורִּיָּּׁ ֔א  ְׁ   ח֥וַי ִּש 
וִ ד… ֖ב אֶת־אורִּיָּּׁ ֛יוֹאָּׁ   ה אֶל־דָּּׁ

 ֹ וִ ֜אמֶר אורִּיָּּׁ ֨)יא( וַיּ ר֠ד הָּׁ ֗ה אֶל־דָּּׁ א  ֠אָּׁ רָּׁ ל ֨וֹן וְיִש ְ
בִּ ה ֜וִיהודָּּׁ  ְׁ כּ  ים֣ישֹ  סּ  י  ֤ב וְעַבְד  ֜י יוֹאָּׁ ֨וֹת וַאדנִֹ ֗בַּ
נ   ֙אֲדנִֹי  דֶה ֤עַל־פְּ ָּׁ ב֞ים וַאֲנִ ֔חנִֹ  ֙י הַש ּ וֹא אֶל־ ֧י אָּׁ
יתִ  תּ ֥י לֶאֱכֹ ֛בּ  כַּ ֖ל וְלִשְׁ תִּ ֣וֹת וְלִשְׁ י ֑ב עִם־אִשְׁ
בָּׁ ֖ךָּׁ אִ ם־אֶעֱש ֶ ֔נַפְשֶׁ  י֣וְח   ֙ךָּׁ ֙חַיֶּ  ר ֥ה אֶת־הַדָּּׁ

ֶּ ה…   הַז

כְתֹּ ֔י בַבֹּ ֣)יד( וַיְהִ  וִ ֥קֶר וַיִּ ב ֑פֶר אֶל־יוֹאָּׁ ֖ד ס  ֛ב דָּּׁ
לַ  ְׁ יַ ח֖וַי ִּש   ד אורִּיָּּׁ ה׃… ֥בְּ

לַ )יח(  ְׁ וִ ֣ב וַיַּגּ  ֑יוֹאָּׁ  ח֖וַי ִּש  בְר  ֔ד לְדָּׁ י ֖ד אֶת־כׇּּל־דִּ
מָּׁ ה…  לְחָּׁ  הַמִּ

מַע  שְׁ ת אוּ ֣א   ֙)כו( וַתִּ י־מ  ֔רִיָּּׁ שֶׁ ה ֣ת אורִּיָּּׁ ֖ה כִּ
סְפֹּ ֑אִישָּׁׁ  עְלָּׁ הּ׃ )כז( וַיּעֲַבֹ ֖הּ וַתִּ א  ֣ד עַל־בַּ בֶל  ֗ר הָּׁ
לַ  ְׁ וִ  ח֨וַי ִּש  יתוֹ ֤ד וַיּאַַסְפָּׁ ֜דָּּׁ הִי־ל  ֙הּ אֶל־בּ  וֹ ֣וַתְּ
 ָּׁ בָּׁ ֧ן וַיּ  ֑וֹ בּ  ֖לֶד ל ֥ה וַתּ  ֔לְאִשּׁ ש ָּׁ ֛רַע הַדָּּׁ ר־עָּׁ ה ֥ר אֲשֶׁ
וִ  ינ  ֖דָּׁ ע   }פ{  י יְהוָֹּׁ ה׃֥ד בְּ

 

https://www.sefaria.org/II_Samuel.11
https://www.sefaria.org/II_Samuel.11


2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2. Within which plot? 
David’s personal arc: 

I Samuel 18:14-16 

(14) David was successful in all his 

undertakings, for the LORD was with 

him; (15) and when Saul saw that he was 

successful, he dreaded him. (16) All 

Israel and Judah loved David, for he 

marched at their head. 

 ט״ז- שמואל א י״ח:י״ד

וִ ֥)יד( וַיְהִ  כָּׁ ֛י דָּׁ רָּׁ כִּ ֖ד לְכׇּל־דְּ ה ֖יל וַיהוָֹּׁ ֑ו מַש ְ
א ֣עִמּ וֹ׃ )טו( וַיַּ ר־ה ֔רְא שָּׁׁ כִּ ֖ולּ אֲשֶׁ יל ֣וּא מַש ְ

ל֖ד וַיָּּׁ ֑מְאֹ  א  רָּׁ נָּׁ יו׃ )טז( וְכׇּל־יִש ְ ה  ֔וִ יהודָּּׁ  ֙גׇּר מִפָּּׁ
וִ ֖אהֹ   י־ה ֑ב אֶת־דָּּׁ א  ֖א וָּׁבָּׁ ֥וּא יוֹצ  ֛ד כִּ

 }פ{  לִפְנ יהֶ ם׃

Leadership and initiative: 
Judges 1:1-2 

(1) After the death of Joshua, the 

Israelites inquired of the LORD, “Which 

of us shall be the first to go up against the 

Canaanites and attack them?” (2) The 

LORD replied, “Let [the tribe of] Judah 

go up. I now deliver the land into their 

hands.” 

 ב׳-שופטים א׳:א׳ 

י ֗)א( וַ יְהִ  אֲלוּ ֔וֹת יְהוֹשׁ  מ֣  ֙י אַ חֲר  שְׁ נ  ֙עַ וַ יִּ י ֣בְּ
א   רָּׁ יהוָֹּׁ ֔יִש ְ נוּ אֶל־֧י יעֲַלֶה־לָּּׁ ֣ר מִ ֑ה ל אמֹ ֖ל בַּ
נַעֲנִ  חִלָּּׁ ֛הַ כְּ תְּ ֹ ֥ה לְהִלָּּׁ ֖י בַּ אמֶר  ֥חֶם בּ וֹ׃ )ב( וַיּ
אָּׁ ֥ה נָּׁתַ ֛ה הִנּ ֑ה יַעֲלֶ ֣ה יְהודָּּׁ ֖יְהוָֹּׁ  י אֶת־הָּׁ רֶץ ֖תִּ

יָּׁד וֹ׃  בְּ

 
 

I Samuel 1:9 

(9) After they had eaten and drunk at 

Shiloh, Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was 

sitting on the seat near the doorpost of 

the temple of the LORD.—   

 

 שמואל א א׳:ט׳ 

ם חַנָּּׁ֣)ט( וַתָּּׁ  כְלָּׁ ֛ה אַחֲר  ֔קָּׁ לֹ ֥י אָּׁ י  ֣ה וְאַחֲר  ֖ה בְשִׁ
תֹ  לִ ֑שָּׁׁ ב֗י הַכּהֹ  ֣ה וְע  סּ   ֙ן ישֹׁ  ת ֖א עַל־מְזוזַּ ֔עַל־הַכִּ
יכַ    ל יְהוָּׁ ה׃֥ה 

  
The nature of kingship: 

I Samuel 8:10-18 

(10) Samuel reported all the words of the 

LORD to the people, who were asking him 

for a king. (11) He said, “This will be the 

practice of the king who will rule over 

you...(17) He will take a tenth part of your 

flocks, and you shall become his slaves. 

(18) The day will come when you cry out 

because of the king whom you yourselves 

have chosen; and the LORD will not 

answer you on that day.” 

 י״ח -שמואל א ח׳:י׳

 ֹ מואּ  ֣)י( וַיּ בְר  ֖ל א  ֔אמֶר שְׁ ל־דִּ ל־ה אֶ ֑י יְהוָּׁ ֣ת כָּּׁ
עָּׁ  אֲֹלִ ֕הָּׁ אִתּ ֥ם הַשּׁ וֹ מֶ לֶךְ׃ )ס( )יא(  ֖ים מ 
 ֹ פַּ  ֙ה יִ הְיהֶ ֗אמֶר זֶ֕וַיּ ךְ ֖ר יִמְלֹ ֥לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ ֔ט הַמֶּ ֣מִשְׁ

יכֶ  ֹ ֖ם... )יז( צאֹנְכֶ ֑עֲל  ם תִּ הְיו־ּ֖ר וְאַתֶּ ֑ם יַעְש 
ם֥ל דִ ים׃ )יח( וזְּעַקְתֶּ יּ  ֙וֹ לַעֲבָּׁ וּא  ֔וֹם הַה ֣בַּ

פְנ   כֶ ֣מִלִּ חַרְתֶּ שֶׁ֥ ם אֲ ֔י מַלְכְּ כֶ ֖ר בְּ ם וְלֹ א־֑ם לָּׁ
יּ ֖ה אֶתְכֶ ֛ה יְהוָּׁ ֧יַעֲנֶ  וֹם הַה ואּ׃ ֥ם בַּ
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3: The costs of passivity: children problems 
II Samuel 13:20-22 

(20) Her brother Absalom said to her, “Was 

it your brother Amnon who did this to you? 

For the present, sister, keep quiet about it; he 

is your brother. Don’t brood over the 

matter.” And Tamar remained in her brother 

Absalom’s house, forlorn. (21) When King 

David heard about all this, he was greatly 

upset. (22) Absalom didn’t utter a word to 

Amnon, good or bad; but Absalom hated 

Amnon because he had violated his sister 

Tamar. 

 כ״ב -שמואל ב י״ג:כ׳

 ֹ לֶ ֨ )כ( וַיּ ל֜אמֶר א  חִ ֣יהָּׁ אַבְשָּׁׁ וֹן  ֣יהָּׁ הַאֲמִינ֗וֹם אָּׁ
חִ  יָּׁ   ֮יךְ ֘ אָּׁ ךְ ֣ הָּׁ י֙י הַחֲרִ ֤ ה אֲחוֹתִ ֞ וְעַתָּּׁ  ֒ה עִמָּּׁ חִ   ֙ישִׁ יךְ  ֣ אָּׁ
שִׁ ה֔  בָּׁ ֖יתִי אֶת־לִבּ  ֥ואּ אַל־תָּּׁ ֶּ ֣ךְ לַדָּּׁ ב  ֤ה וַתּ  ֑ר הַז שֶׁ

ר מָּׁ ֹ  ֙תָּּׁ מָּׁ ֣וְשׁ ל֖ה בּ  ֔ מ  ׃ )כא(  ֥ית אַבְשָּׁׁ חִ יהָּׁ וֹם אָּׁ
וִ ֣וְהַמֶּ  מַ ֔לֶךְ דָּּׁ רִ ֥ ע א  ֕ ד שָּׁׁ בָּׁ א  ֖ ת כׇּּל־הַדְּ ה  ֑ים הָּׁ לֶּ
ל֧ וֹ מְאֹ ד׃ )כב( וְלֹ א־דִבֶּ ֖חַר ל֥וַיִּ  וֹם עִם־֛ר אַבְשָּׁׁ

רָּׁ ֖אַמְנ נ ֑ע וְעַד־ט֣וֹן לְמ  לוֹם֤ וֹב כִּ י־ש ָּׁ אֶת־ ֙א אַבְשָּׁׁ
בַר֔אַמְנ מָּׁ ֖ה א  ֔ר עִנָּּׁ ֣אֲשֶׁ   ֙וֹן עַל־דְּ  }פ{ ר אֲחתֹ וֹ׃ ֥ ת תָּּׁ

 
 

II Samuel 14:28-33 

(28) Absalom lived in Jerusalem two years 

without appearing before the king.  

(29) Then Absalom sent for Joab, in order to 

send him to the king; but Joab would not 

come to him. He sent for him a second time, 

but he would not come. (30) So [Absalom] 

said to his servants, “Look, Joab’s field is 

next to mine, and he has barley there. Go and 

set it on fire.” And Absalom’s servants set 

the field on fire. (31) Joab came at once to 

Absalom’s house and said to him, “Why did 

your servants set fire to my field?” (32) 

Absalom replied to Joab, “I sent for you to 

come here; I wanted to send you to the king 

to say [on my behalf]: ‘Why did I leave 

Geshur? I would be better off if I were still 

there. Now let me appear before the king; 

and if I am guilty of anything, let him put me 

to death!’”  

(33) Joab went to the king and reported to 

him; whereupon he summoned Absalom. He 

came to the king and flung himself face 

down to the ground before the king. And the 

king kissed Absalom. 

 

 ל״ג -שמואל ב י״ד:כ״ח

ל֧)כח( וַיּ   ב אַבְשָּׁׁ לַ ֛שֶׁ ירושָּּׁׁ נָּׁתַ ֖͏וֹם בִּ ים ֑יִם יָּׁמִ ִ֣ ם שְׁ
אָּׁ ה׃ ֥ לֶךְ לֹ ֖י הַמֶּ ֥ופְּנ   א רָּׁ

לַ  שְׁ ל֨)כט( וַיִּ לֹ ֗וֹם אֶל־יוֹאָּׁ ֜ח אַבְשָּׁׁ   ֙חַ אתֹוֹ ֤ב לִשְׁ
בָּׁ ֥לֶךְ וְלֹ ֔אֶל־הַמֶּ  ב֖א אָּׁ לָּׁ ֣ה לָּׁ לַ ֑וֹא א  שְׁ   ֙ח עוֹד֥יו וַיִּ

נִ  בָּׁ ֥ית וְלֹ ֔שׁ  ֹ ֖ א אָּׁ ב וֹא׃ )ל( וַיּ דָּׁ ֨ה לָּׁ יו ֜ אמֶר אֶל־עֲבָּׁ
ערִֹ ֣וְלוֹ־שָּׁׁ  ֙ב אֶל־יָּׁדִי֤ת יוֹאָּׁ ֨חֶלְקַ  ֩רְאוּ  וּ ֖ים לְכ֔ם ש ְ

ית א  ֣)והוצתיה( ]וְהַצִּ [ בָּׁ י  ֧תוּ עַבְד  ֜ שׁ וַיּצִַּ ֑והָּּׁ
ל א  שׁ׃֖וֹם אֶת־הַחֶלְקָּׁ ֛אַבְשָּׁׁ ם יוֹאָּׁ ֣וַיָּּׁ ( לא ) ה בָּּׁ ב ֔ קׇּ
ל֥וַיָּּׁבֹ  ֹ ֑וֹם הַבָּּׁ ֖א אֶל־אַבְשָּׁׁ ה וַיּ לָּׁ ֣ יְתָּׁ ה  ֣יו לָּׁ ֔אמֶר א  מָּּׁ
דֶ ֧ הִצִּ  ר־לִ ֥יךָּׁ אֶת־הַחֶלְקָּׁ ֛ יתוּ עֲבָּׁ א  שׁ׃  ֖ה אֲשֶׁ י בָּּׁ

 ֹ ל֣)לב( וַיּ לַ ֣ב הִנּ ֡וֹם אֶל־יוֹאָּׁ ֣אמֶר אַבְשָּׁׁ י  ֣ה שָּׁׁ חְתִּ
לֶ  אמֹ  ׀ יךָּׁ ֣א  ה ֠ א ה  ֣ר בֹּ ֡ ל  לְחָּׁ אֶל־  ֨אתְֹךָּׁ   ֩נָּּׁה וְאֶשְׁ
אמֹ ֜הַמֶּ  ה בָּּׁ ֤ר לָּׁ ֗ לֶךְ ל  שׁ  ֙אתִי֙ מָּּׁ ד  ֣י עֹ ֖וֹב לִ ֥ורּ ט֔מִגְּ

נ  ֙ה אֶרְאֶה ֗ם וְעַתָּּׁ ֑אֲנִי־שָּׁׁ  י  ֥שׁ־בִּ לֶךְ וְאִם־יֶ ֔י הַמֶּ ֣פְּ
ו    ן וֶהֱמִתָּׁ נִי׃  ֖עָּׁ

קְרָּׁ  ֒וַיּגֶַּד־לוֹ  ֮לֶךְ ֘ב אֶל־הַמֶּ ֣ א יוֹאָּׁ ֨ )לג( וַיָּּׁבֹ  א ֤ וַיִּ
לוֹם תַּ ֔א אֶל־הַמֶּ ֣וַיָּּׁבֹ  ֙אֶל־אַבְשָּׁׁ שְׁ וֹ עַל־֧חוּ ל֨לֶךְ וַיִּ

ה לִפְנ ֖יו אַ ֛אַפָּּׁ  ַ ֑י הַמֶּ ֣רְצָּׁ שּׁ לֶךְ  ֖ק הַמֶּ ֥לֶךְ וַיִּ
ל וֹם׃          }ס{ לְאַבְשָּׁׁ
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4: The costs of passivity: a civil war 

II Samuel 18:1-24 

(1) David mustered the troops who were with him and set 

over them captains of thousands and captains of hundreds. 

(2) David sent out the troops, one-third under the 

command of Joab, one-third under the command of Joab’s 

brother Abishai son of Zeruiah, and one-third under the 

command of Ittai the Gittite. And David said to the troops, 

“I myself will march out with you.” (3) But the troops 

replied, “No! For if some of us flee, the rest will not be 

concerned about us; even if half of us should die, the 

others will not be concerned about us. But you are worth 

ten thousand of us. Therefore, it is better for you to 

support us from the town.” (4) And the king said to them, 

“I will do whatever you think best.” So the king stood 

beside the gate as all the troops marched out by their 

hundreds and thousands. (5) The king gave orders to Joab, 

Abishai, and Ittai: “Deal gently with my boy Absalom, for 

my sake.” All the troops heard the king give the order 

about Absalom to all the officers. (6) The troops marched 

out into the open to confront the Israelites, and the battle 

was fought in the forest of Ephraim. (7) The Israelite 

troops were routed by David’s followers, and a great 

slaughter took place there that day—twenty thousand 

men… 

(14) Joab replied, “Then I will not wait for you.” He took 

three darts in his hand and drove them into Absalom’s 

chest. [Absalom] was still alive in the thick growth of the 

terebinth, (15) when ten of Joab’s young arms-bearers 

closed in and struck at Absalom until he died. (16) Then 

Joab sounded the horn, and the troops gave up their 

pursuit of the Israelites; for Joab held the troops in check. 

(17) They took Absalom and flung him into a large pit in 

the forest, and they piled up a very great heap of stones 

over it. Then all the Israelites fled to their homes.— (24) 

David was sitting between the two gates. The watchman 

on the roof of the gate walked over to the city wall. He 

looked up and saw a man running alone. 

 כ״ד -שמואל ב י״ח:א׳

וִ ֣)א( וַיִּפְקֹ  עָּׁ ֔ד דָּּׁ וֹ ֑ר אִתּ ֣ם אֲשֶׁ ֖ד אֶת־הָּׁ
יהֶ ֣וַיָּּׁ  ם עֲל  ר  ֔ש ֶ פִ ֥ם ש ָּׁ ר  ֖י אֲלָּׁ י ֥ים וְש ָּׁ

לַּ  א וֹת׃ )ב( וַיְשַׁ וִ ֨מ  עָּׁ ֜ח דָּּׁ ם  ֗ד אֶת־הָּׁ
לִשִׁ  ְ ב֤הַשּׁ יַד־יוֹאָּׁ לִשִׁ ֠וְ  ֙ית בְּ ְ יַ ֠הַשּׁ ד ֨ית בְּ
ן־צְרויָּּׁה ֤אֲבִישַׁ  לִשִׁ ֨ב וְהַ ֔י יוֹאָּׁ ֣אֲחִ  ֙י בֶּ ְ ת ֔שּׁ
יַ תִּ ֣ד אִתַּ ֖בְּ ֹ          }ס{ י֑י הַגִּ  ֙ לֶךְ ֙אמֶר הַמֶּ ֤וַיּ

עָּׁ  צ  ֥ם יָּׁצֹ ֔אֶל־הָּׁ כֶ ם׃ )ג(  ֖א גַּם־אֲנִ ֛א א  י עִמָּּׁ
 ֹ עָּׁ ֨וַיּ צ  ֣ם לֹ ֜אמֶר הָּׁ י ֗א ת  וסּ ֜ס נָּׁנ֨אִם־נֹ  ֩א כִּ

ל  ֧לֹ א־יָּׁש ִ   ֙נוּ ֙תוּ חֶצְי  ֤ב וְאִם־יָּׁמ  ֗ינוּ ל  ֣ימוּ א 
ל  ֤לֹ א־יָּׁש ִ  מֹ ֥ב כִּ י־עַתָּּׁ ֔ל   ֙ינוּ ֙ימוּ א  נוּ ֖ה כָּׁ
רָּׁ  פִ ֣עֲש ָּׁ וֹב כִּ י־תִ הְיהֶ־ ֔ה ט֣ים וְעַתָּּׁ ֑ה אֲלָּׁ
עִ ֥לָּּׁ  יר )לעזיר(  ֖נוּ מ 

ֹ          }ס{ ]לַעְז וֹר[׃ יהֶם ֤)ד( וַיּ  ֙אמֶר אֲל 
ר־יִיטַ ֔הַמֶּ  ינ יכֶ ֥לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ ע  ה ֑ם אֶעֱש ֶ ֖ב בְּ
ַ ֣אֶל־יַ  ֙לֶךְ ֙ד הַמֶּ ֤וַיַּעֲמֹ  עָּׁ ֔ד הַשּׁ  ם֙ עַר וְכׇּל־הָּׁ
א֔יָּׁ צְא  פִ ים׃ )ה( וַיְצַ ֖וּ לְמ  ו ֣וֹת וְלַאֲלָּׁ
י וְאֶת־ ֤ב וְאֶת־אֲבִישַׁ ֠וֹאָּׁ ֠לֶךְ אֶת־י ֡הַמֶּ 
י אמֹ  ֙אִתַּ ל ֣י לַנַּ ֖ר לְאַט־לִ ֔ל  וֹם ֑עַר לְאַבְשָּׁׁ

עָּׁ  מְע ֣וְכׇּל־הָּׁ צַוּ  ֗ם שָּׁׁ לֶךְ אֶת־כׇּּל־ ֛ת הַמֶּ ֥וּ בְּ
רִ  ָּׁ בַ ֖הַש ּ ל וֹם׃ )ו( וַיּ צ  ֥ים עַל־דְּ א  ֥ר אַבְשָּׁׁ
עָּׁ  דֶ ֛הָּׁ ָּׁ א  ֣ה לִקְרַ ֖ם הַש ּ רָּׁ הִ ֑את יִש ְ י ֥ל וַתְּ

מָּׁ  לְחָּׁ יַ֖הַמִּ נָּּׁ֥ה בְּ גְפוּ ֤עַר אֶפְרָּׁ יִם׃ )ז( וַיִּ
ם  א  ֣עַ  ֙שָּׁׁ רָּׁ וִ ֣י עַבְד  ֖ל לִפְנ  ֔ם יִש ְ הִי־ ֑י דָּׁ ד וַתְּ
גּ פָּׁ שָּׁׁ֞  יּ ֛ה גְדוֹלָּׁ ֧ם הַמַּ ואּ ֖וֹם הַה֥ה בַּ

רִ   ... ים אָּׁ לֶף֥עֶש ְ
  ֹ ה ֣ן אחִֹ ֖ב לאֹ־כ  ֔אמֶר יוֹאָּׁ ֣)יד( וַיּ ילָּׁ

נֶ ח ֑לְפָּׁ קַּ לשָֹּׁׁ  ֩יךָּׁ וַיִּ טִ ֨שְׁ בָּׁ כַפּ ֜ה שְׁ וֹ ֗ים בְּ
ם  ע  ל   ֙וַיִּתְקָּׁ ל֣בְּ ל  ֖נּוּ חַ ֥וֹם עוֹדֶ ֔ב אַבְשָּׁׁ ב ֥י בְּ

לָּׁ ה׃ )טו( וַיָּּׁסֹ  א  רָּׁ  ֙בּוּ ֙הָּׁ רִ ֣עֲש ָּׁ ים ֔ה נְעָּׁ
א   ל  ֖נשֹ ְ ל ֥ב וַיַּכּ ֑י יוֹאָּׁ ֣י כְּ וֹם ֖וּ אֶת־אַבְשָּׁׁ

ב֤וַיְמִת  הו׃ּ )טז( וַיִּתְקַ  פָֹּׁ  ֙ע יוֹאָּׁ שּׁ ר  ֔בַּ
עָּׁ ֣וַיָּּׁ  ב הָּׁ א  ֣ף אַחֲר  ֖ם מִרְדֹ ֔שׇּׁ רָּׁ ל כִּ י־ ֑י יִש ְ
ש ַ  וִ ֖יוֹאָּׁ  ךְ ֥חָּׁ עָּׁ ם...)כד( וְדָּׁ ד  ֥ב אֶת־הָּׁ
נ  ֖יוֹשׁ   ין־שְׁ רִ ֣ב בּ  עָּׁ ְ ה ֜לֶךְ הַצּפֶֹ ֨ים וַיּ  ֑י הַשּׁ
ַ ֤אֶל־גַּ  ָּׁ ֔חוֹמָּׁ ֣אֶל־הַ  ֙עַר ֙ג הַשּׁ א אֶת־֤ה וַיִּש ּ
ינָּׁיו   ץ לְבַדּ וֹ׃ ֥ישׁ רָּׁ ֖רְא וְהִנּ ה־אִ ֔וַיַּ ֙ע 
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5: Silver linings: David’s response 
II Samuel 12:1-13 

(1) and the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him 

and said, “There were two men in the same city, one rich 

and one poor. (2) The rich man had very large flocks and 

herds, (3) but the poor man had only one little ewe lamb 

that he had bought. He tended it and it grew up together 

with him and his children: it used to share his morsel of 

bread, drink from his cup, and nestle in his bosom; it was 

like a daughter to him. (4) One day, a traveler came to the 

rich man, but he was loath to take anything from his own 

flocks or herds to prepare a meal for the guest who had 

come to him; so he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared 

it for the man who had come to him.” (5) David flew into 

a rage against the man, and said to Nathan, “As the LORD 

lives, the man who did this deserves to die! (6) He shall 

pay for the lamb four times over, because he did such a 

thing and showed no pity.”  

 

(7) And Nathan said to David, “That man is you! Thus 

said the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘It was I who anointed 

you king over Israel and it was I who rescued you from 

the hand of Saul. (8) I gave you your master’s house and 

possession of your master’s wives; and I gave you the 

House of Israel and Judah; and if that were not enough, I 

would give you twice as much more. (9) Why then have 

you flouted the command of the LORD and done what 

displeases Him? You have put Uriah the Hittite to the 

sword; you took his wife and made her your wife and had 

him killed by the sword of the Ammonites. (10) Therefore 

the sword shall never depart from your House—because 

you spurned Me by taking the wife of Uriah the Hittite and 

making her your wife.’ (11) Thus said the LORD: ‘I will 

make a calamity rise against you from within your own 

house; I will take your wives and give them to another 

man before your very eyes and he shall sleep with your 

wives under this very sun. (12) You acted in secret, but I 

will make this happen in the sight of all Israel and in broad 

daylight.’” (13) David said to Nathan, “I stand guilty 

before the LORD!” And Nathan replied to David, “The 

LORD has remitted your sin; you shall not die. 

 י״ג -שמואל ב י״ב:א׳

לַ  שְׁ וִ ֖ה אֶת־נָּׁתָּׁ ֛ח יְהוָֹּׁ ֧)א( וַיִּ א ֣ד וַיָּּׁבֹ ֑ן אֶל־דָּּׁ
לָּׁ  ֹ ֗א  נ   ֙אמֶר לוֹ ֤יו וַיּ יוּ ֗י אֲנָּׁשִׁ ֣שְׁ עִ  ֙ים הָּׁ ת ֔יר אֶחָּׁ ֣בְּ
שִׁ ֥אֶחָּׁ  שִׁ ֥יר וְאֶחָּׁ ֖ד עָּׁ יָּׁ ֗ד רָּׁ אשׁ׃ )ב( לְעָּׁ ה  ֛יר הָּׁ
קָּׁ צֹ֥  רָּׁ ֥הַרְבּ  ר ֖אן ובָּּׁ ל ֗שׁ א  ין־כֹּ ֣ה מְאֹ ד׃ )ג( וְלָּׁ
י  בְש ָּׁ  ֩כִּ נָּׁ֣אֲשֶׁ  ֙ת קְטַנָּּׁה ֤ה אַחַ ֨אִם־כִּ הָּׁ ֕ה וַיְחַיֶּ ֔ר קָּׁ

גְדַּ  נָּׁ֛ל עִמּ ֥וַתִּ תּ ֑יו יַחְדָּּׁ ֖וֹ וְעִם־בָּּׁ ל  ֜וֹ תאֹכַ ֨ו מִפִּ
ה֤ומִּכּסֹ  תֶּ יק  ֙וֹ תִשְׁ כָּּׁ ֣ובְּח  הִי־ל ֔וֹ תִשְׁ וֹ ֖ב וַתְּ

בַ ת׃ )ד( וַיָּּׁ  יר ֣לְאִ  ֮לֶךְ ֘א ה  בֹ ֣כְּ שִׁ ל  ֗וַיַּחְמֹ  ֒ישׁ הֶעָּׁ
קַ  ר  ֙חַת מִצּאֹנוֹ ֤לָּׁ קָּׁ ארֹ  ֕וֹ לַעֲש  ֔ומִּבְּ א־ ֖וֹת לָּׁ חַ הַבָּּׁ
קַּ ֑ל ת ֗וֹ וַיִּ בְש ַ אִ  ֙ח אֶת־כִּ רָּׁ ֣הָּׁ הָּׁ ֔אשׁ וַ יַּעֲש ֶ ֔ישׁ הָּׁ
אִ  לָּׁ יו׃ )ה( וַיִּחַר־אַ ֥ישׁ הַבָּּׁ ֖לָּׁ וִ ֥א א  אִ ֛ף דָּּׁ ישׁ  ֖ד בָּּׁ
ֹ ֑מְאֹ  וֶת ֔י בֶן־מָּׁ ֣ה כִּ ֕ן חַי־יְהוָֹּׁ תָּׁ֔ אֶל־נָּׁ  ֙אמֶר ֙ד וַיּ
אִ  עשֹ ֶ ֖הָּׁ בְש ָּׁ ֥ישׁ הָּׁ ֹ את׃ )ו( וְאֶת־הַכִּ לּ  ֖ה ז ם  ֣ה יְשַׁ

עְתָּּׁ  ה ֤קֶב אֲשֶׁ ֗יִם ע  ֑אַרְבַּ ש ָּׁ בָּׁ  ֙ר עָּׁ ֶּ֣אֶת־הַדָּּׁ ה ֔ר הַז
מָּׁ ל׃֥ל אֲשֶׁ ֖וְעַ             }ס{ ר לאֹ־חָּׁ

 ֹ וִ ֛אמֶר נָּׁתָּׁ ֧)ז( וַיּ ה ֣ד אַתָּּׁ ֖ן אֶל־דָּּׁ
אִ  מַ          }ס{ ישׁ ֑הָּׁ י ֣ה אֱלהֹ  ֜ר יְהוָֹּׁ ֨כּהֹ־אָּׁ

א   רָּׁ נכִֹ ֗יִש ְ חְתִּ ֞ל אָּׁ א   ֙לֶךְ ֙יךָּׁ  לְמֶ ֤י מְשַׁ רָּׁ ל ֔עַל־יִש ְ
נכִֹ  לְתִּ ֥וְאָּׁ נָּׁ֥יךָּׁ מִיַּ ֖י הִצַּ א ולּ׃ )ח( וָּׁאֶתְּ  ֜ה לְךָּׁ ֨ד שָּׁׁ
יקֶ  ֙יךָּׁ ֙י אֲדנֶֹ ֤יךָּׁ וְאֶת־נְשׁ  ֗ית אֲדנֶֹ ֣אֶת־בּ   ח  ךָּׁ  ֔בְּ
נָּׁ  א  ית יִש ְ ֥אֶת־בּ   ֔ה לְךָּׁ ֣וָּׁאֶתְּ ם־ ֨ה וְאִ ֑ל וִיהודָּּׁ ֖רָּׁ
ךָּׁ ֥ט וְאסִֹ ֔מְעָּׁ  ה לְּ ה   ֖פָּׁ ה  נָּּׁה׃ )ט( מַדּ ֥כָּּׁ ועַּ  ֜נָּּׁה וְכָּׁ
זִ  בַ  ׀ יתָּׁ ֣בָּּׁ רַע ֣ה לַעֲש  ֗ר יְהוָֹּׁ ֣אֶת־דְּ )בעינו(   ֮וֹת הָּׁ

ינַי  ע  י ֤ת אורִּיָּּׁ ֣[ א  ֒]בְּ רֶב ֔יתָּׁ בַחֶ ֣הִכִּ  ֙ ה הַחִתִּ
תּ ֨וְאֶ  קַ ֔ת־אִשְׁ ךָּׁ ֥וֹ לָּׁ ָּׁ  ֖חְתָּּׁ לְּ רַ ת֣ ה וְאֹ ֑לְאִשּׁ גְתָּּׁ  ֔וֹ הָּׁ
חֶ  נ ֖בְּ ס ֗י עַמּ וֹן׃ )י( וְעַתָּּׁ ֥רֶב בְּ רֶב ֛ורּ חֶ ֥ה לאֹ־תָּׁ

יתְךָּׁ  קַּ ֔י בְזִתָּׁ ֣קֶב כִּ ֚ם ע  ֑עַד־עוֹלָּׁ  ֖מִבּ  ח אֶת־ ֗נִי וַתִּ
ת ֙א    ֖וֹת לְךָּׁ ֥י לִהְי ֔ה הַחִתִּ ֣אורִּיָּּׁ  ֙שֶׁ

ָּׁ ה׃ מַ  ׀  ה֣)יא( כֹּ          }ס{ לְאִשּׁ  ֩ ה הִנְנִי֗ר יְהוָֹּׁ ֣אָּׁ
קִ  לֶ  ים֨מ  ה ֤עָּׁ עָּׁ יתֶ  ֙יךָּׁ רָּׁ קַחְתִּ ֔מִבּ  י אֶת־ ֤ךָּׁ וְלָּׁ
ינֶ  ֙יךָּׁ ֙נָּׁשֶׁ  עֶ ֖יךָּׁ וְנָּׁתַתִּ ֔לְע  כַב֑י לְר  יךָּׁ  ֔עִם־נָּׁשֶׁ  ֙יךָּׁ וְשָּׁׁ
ינ   ֶ ֖לְע  ֹּ את׃ )יב( כִּ ֥י הַשּׁ ש ִ ֖י אַתָּּׁ ֥מֶשׁ הַז יתָּׁ ֣ה עָּׁ
ה ֗תֶר וַאֲנִ ֑בַסָּּׁ  בָּׁ  ֙י אֶ עֱש ֶ ֶּ֣אֶת־הַדָּּׁ גֶד כׇּּל־ ֥ה נֶ֔ר הַז

א   רָּׁ ָּׁ מֶשׁ׃ ֥נֶל וְ ֖יִש ְ ֹ          }ס{ גֶד הַשּׁ אמֶר  ֤)יג( וַיּ
וִד  טָּׁ ֔אֶל־נָּׁתָּׁ  ֙דָּּׁ ֹ          }ס{ ה֑אתִי לַיהוָֹּׁ ֖ן חָּׁ אמֶר  ֨וַיּ
וִ ֜נָּׁתָּׁ  אתְךָּׁ ֥ה הֶעֱבִ ֛ד גַּם־יְהוָֹּׁ ֗ן אֶל־דָּּׁ ֹ  ֖יר חַטָּּׁ א ל֥

מ ותּ׃   תָּׁ
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6: Silver linings: Recovering initiative 
II Samuel 24 

(1) The anger of the LORD again flared up against 

Israel; and He incited David against them, saying, “Go 

and number Israel and Judah.”..(10) But afterward 

David reproached himself for having numbered the 

people. And David said to the LORD, “I have sinned 

grievously in what I have done. Please, O LORD, remit 

the guilt of Your servant, for I have acted foolishly.” 

(11) When David rose in the morning, the word of the 

LORD had come to the prophet Gad, David’s seer: (12) 

“Go and tell David, ‘Thus said the LORD: I hold three 

things over you; choose one of them, and I will bring it 

upon you.’” (13) Gad came to David and told him; he 

asked, “Shall a seven-year famine come upon you in the 

land, or shall you be in flight from your adversaries for 

three months while they pursue you, or shall there be 

three days of pestilence in your land? Now consider 

carefully what reply I shall take back to Him who sent 

me.” (14) David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let 

us fall into the hands of the LORD, for His compassion 

is great; and let me not fall into the hands of men.”...  

(17) When David saw the angel who was striking down 

the people, he said to the LORD, “I alone am guilty, I 

alone have done wrong; but these poor sheep, what have 

they done? Let Your hand fall upon me and my father’s 

house!”... 

(25) And David built there an altar to the LORD and 

sacrificed burnt offerings and offerings of well-being. 

The LORD responded to the plea for the land, and the 

plague against Israel was checked. 

 שמואל ב כ״ד 

 ֹ א  ֖ה לַ חֲר ֔אַף־יְהוָֹּׁ  ֙סֶף֙)א( וַיּ רָּׁ יִש ְ ל ֑וֹת בְּ
וִ ֨וַיָּּׁ  הֶם֤סֶת אֶת־דָּּׁ אמֹ  ֙ד בָּּׁ ה אֶת־ ֥ךְ מְנ  ֛ר ל  ֔ל 

א   רָּׁ וִד ֤ל וְאֶת־יְהודָּּׁ ה..)י( וַיַּ ֖יִש ְ ב־דָּּׁ  ֙ךְ ל 
י־כ  ֔אתֹ פַ ֖וֹ אַחֲר  עָּׁ ֣ן סָּׁ ֹ  ם֑ר אֶת־הָּׁ וִ ֨וַיּ ד  ֜אמֶר דָּּׁ

טָּׁ ֗אֶל־יְהוָֹּׁ  ש ִ ֣אֲשֶׁ  ֙אתִי מְאדֹ ֤ה חָּׁ יתִי ֔ר עָּׁ
ךָּׁ ֣אֶת־עֲו   ֙ה הַ עֲבֶר־נָּׁא ֔ה יְהוָֹּׁ ֣וְעַתָּּׁ  י כִּ֥  ֔ן עַבְדְּ
י מְאֹ ד׃ )יא( וַיָּּׁ ֖נִסְכַּ  וִ ֥לְתִּ ם דָּּׁ בֹּ ֖קׇּ  }פ{  קֶר ֑ד בַּ

יָּׁה ֗ודְּבַר־יְהוָֹּׁ  וִ ֥יא חזֹ ֔ד הַנָּּׁבִ ֣אֶל־גָּּׁ  ֙ה הָּׁ ד ֖ה דָּׁ
ל  אמֹ ר׃ )יב( הָּׁ רְתָּּׁ ֞ל  וִ  ֣וֹךְ וְדִבַּ ה ֚ד כֹּ ֗אֶל־דָּּׁ

מַ  לֹ ֔יְהוָֹּׁ ר ֣אָּׁ נכִֹ ֕ה שָּׁׁ לֶ ֣י נוֹט  ֖שׁ אָּׁ חַר־ ֑ל עָּׁ יךָּׁ בְּ
הֶ  ֥לְךָּׁ  ה־לָּּׁ ךְ׃ )יג( וַיָּּׁבאֹ־ ֖אַחַת־מ  ם וְאֶעֱש ֶ
וִ גָּׁ֥  ֹ ֑ד וַיַּגֶּד־ל ֖ד אֶל־דָּּׁ ב֡אמֶר ל֣וֹ וַיּ וֹא  ֣וֹ הֲתָּׁ
נִ  ֣לְךָּׁ  בַע שָּׁׁ עָּׁ  ׀ ים֣שֶׁ אַרְצֶ  ׀ ב֣רָּׁ ךָּׁ אִם־ ֡בְּ

לשָֹּׁׁ  שִׁ ֠ה ח  ֣שְׁ רֶ  ֨ים נ סְךָּׁ ֠דָּׁ ואּ ֣ךָּׁ וְה י֜לִפְנ י־צָּׁ
לֹ י֠ ֠ךָּׁ וְאִם־הֱ ֗רדְֹפֶ  ת יָּׁמִ ֨וֹת שְׁ  ֙בֶר֙ים דֶּ ֥שֶׁ
אַרְצֶ  ה ֔בְּ שִׁ ֔ע ורְּא  דַּ֣  ֙ךָּׁ עַתָּּׁ ה־אָּׁ י  ֖יב שׁלְֹחִ ֥ה מָּׁ
בָּׁ ר׃ ֹ          }ס{ דָּּׁ וִ ֧)יד( וַיּ ד  ֖ד אֶל־גָּּׁ ֛אמֶר דָּּׁ
אֹ ֣צַר־לִּ  ה־נָּּׁ ד֑י מְׁ לָּׁ כִּ י־  ֙א בְיַד־יְהוָֹּׁה ֤נִפְּ
דָּׁ ו ובְּיַד־֔ים רַחֲמָּׁ ֣רַבִּ   ם אַל־אֶפֹּ לָּׁה… ֖אָּׁ

 ֹ וִ  ֩אמֶר ֩)יז( וַיּ רְאתֹ֜ד אֶל־יְהוָֹּׁ ֨דָּּׁ אֶ ת־  ׀ וֹ ֣ה בִּ
לְאָּׁ  כֶּ  ׀ ךְ ֣הַמַּ עָּׁ ֣הַמַּ ֹ ֗ה בָּׁ נכִֹ ֨הִנּ  ֙אמֶר ֙ם וַיּ י ֤ה אָּׁ
טָּׁ  נכִֹ  ֙אתִי ֙חָּׁ ֹ ֥יתִי וְא  ֔י הֶעֱו  ֣וְאָּׁ ה הַצּ ה ֣אן מֶ ֖לֶּ
ש   הִ ֑עָּׁ בִ י׃… ֥י ובְּב  בִּ֖  ֛א יָּׁדְךָּׁ ֥י נָּׁ֨וּ תְּ  ית אָּׁ

וִ שָּׁׁ֨  ֩בֶן֩( וַיִּ )כה עַל  ֥ה וַיַּ ֔לַיהוָֹּׁ  חַ֙ ֙ד מִזְבּ  ֤ם דָּּׁ
מִ ֖עלֹ  לָּׁ ת  ֑וֹת ושְּׁ אָּׁ  ֙ר יְהוָֹּׁה֤ים וַיּ עָּׁ רֶץ ֔לָּׁ

צַ  עָּׁ גּ פָּׁ ֥וַתּ  עַ ֖ר הַמַּ א  ל׃ ֥ה מ  רָּׁ  ל יִש ְ

 
 

I Samuel 28:15 

(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed 

me and brought me up?” And Saul answered, “I am 

in great trouble. The Philistines are attacking me and 

God has turned away from me; He no longer answers 

me, either by prophets or in dreams. So I have called 

you to tell me what I am to do.” 

 

 שמואל א כ״ח:ט״ו 

 ֹ ל ֤)טו( וַיּ מואּ  א ֙אמֶר שְׁ ה ֥ולּ לָּׁ ֔אֶל־שָּׁׁ מָּּׁ
זְתַּ  ֹ ֑וֹת אתִֹ ֣נִי לְהַעֲל ֖הִרְגַּ י ֨צַר־לִּ ולּ ֠א֠אמֶר שָּׁׁ ֣י וַיּ
אֹ  תִּ  ד֜מְׁ מִ  ׀ ים֣ופְּלִשְׁ ר ֤ים סָּׁ ֞י ו אלהִֹ ֗ים בִּ ֣נִלְחָּׁ

לַי  נָּׁ ֙מ  עָּׁ בִיאִים ֤וֹד גַּ ֗נִי ע ֣וְלאֹ־עָּׁ יַ ד־הַנְּ גַּם־  ֙ם בְּ
אֶ וֹת וָּׁאֶקְ ֔חֲלמֹ בַּ֣  ה ֥נִי מָּׁ ֖לְהוֹדִיע   ֔ה לְךָּׁ ֣רָּׁ

         }ס{ אֶעֱש ֶ ה׃
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7: Moving forward 
I Kings 2:1-4 

(1) When David’s life was drawing to a close, he 

instructed his son Solomon as follows: (2) “I am 

going the way of all the earth; be strong and show 

yourself a man. (3) Keep the charge of the LORD 

your God, walking in His ways and following His 

laws, His commandments, His rules, and His 

admonitions as recorded in the Teaching of Moses, 

in order that you may succeed in whatever you 

undertake and wherever you turn. (4) Then the 

LORD will fulfill the promise that He made 

concerning me: ‘If your descendants are scrupulous 

in their conduct, and walk before Me faithfully, 

with all their heart and soul, your line on the throne 

of Israel shall never end!’ 

 ד׳ -מלכים א ב׳:א׳ 

קְרְב וִ ֥)א( וַיִּ מ ֖וּ יְמ  י־דָּׁ ו אֶת־֛ותּ וַיְצַ ֑ד לָּׁ
למֹֹ  נכִֹ ֖ה בְנ֥שְׁ אמֹ ר׃ )ב( אָּׁ ךְ  ֔י הלֹ  ֣וֹ ל 
דֶ  אָּׁ ֖בְּ זַקְתָּּׁ רֶץ ֑רֶךְ כׇּּל־הָּׁ יִ  ֖וְחָּׁ יתָּׁ  לְאִ ישׁ׃  ֥וְהָּׁ

מַרְתָּּׁ  מֶ  ֞)ג( וְשָּׁׁ ה  ֣יְהוָֹּׁ  ׀ רֶת֣אֶת־מִשְׁ
לֶ ֗אֱלהֶֹ  יו ֤יךָּׁ לָּׁ כָּׁ דְרָּׁ מֹ  ֙כֶת בִּ קּתָֹּׁ ֨לִשְׁ יו ֤ר ח 

יו  טָּׁ  ֙מִצְו תָּׁ פָּּׁ דְו תָּׁ ֣ומִּשְׁ כָּּׁת ֔יו וְע  ובּ ֖יו כַּ
תוֹרַ  כִּ ֣ה לְמַ ֑ת משֶֹׁ ֣בְּ ש ְ ת כׇּּל־ ֚יל א  ֗עַן תַּ
עֲש ֶ ֣אֲשֶׁ  פְנֶ ֥ת כׇּּל־אֲשֶׁ ֛ה וְא  ֔ר תַּ ה שָּׁׁ ם׃  ֖ר תִּ

ר֜ים יְהוָֹּׁ ֨יָּׁקִ  ֩עַן ֩)ד( לְמַ  בָּׁ ר  ֨וֹ אֲשֶׁ ֗ה אֶת־דְּ
בֶּ  לַי ֣דִּ אמרֹ  ֮ר עָּׁ מְר  ֒ל  נֶ֨אִם־יִשְׁ יךָּׁ אֶת־ ֜וּ בָּׁ
רְכָּּׁ  פָנַי ֤לָל  ם ֗דַּ אֱמ   ֙כ ת לְׁ בָּׁ  ת֔ב   כׇּל־לְבָּׁ ם ֖בְּ

אמֹ ֑ובְּכׇּל־נַפְשָּׁׁ  ר  ֕ם ל  ישׁ אִ֔  ֙ת לְךָּׁ ֤ר לֹ א־יִכָּּׁ
סּ  עַ֖ מ   א  ל׃ ֥ל כִּ רָּׁ  א יִש ְ

 

 

 

Yoram Hazony, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture: 

…biblical ethics proposes to evaluate human action from a completely different 

point of vantage than that of Greek ethics – a point of vantage associated with the 

life of the nomad, who observes and evaluates all that goes on in human life from 

a perspective that is outside the political state and free of any prior commitment to 

it…Independence of judgement and action, then, depends on an ability to resist 

the creeping advance of justified fears and unjustified commitments to human 

beings and their institutions – which together work to deprive the individual of his 

freedom to discern what is right and to act in its name. A vigilant maintenance of 

one’s ability to resist these justified fears and unjustified commitments is thus 

basic to the ethics of a shepherd, the ethics of the History of Israel. 

(133-135) 

 

 

 

Ultimately, it is the qualities associated with Judah that are vindicated by the 

narrative as being most suited for ruling over men, and this despite the fact that 

Joseph’s political abilities… are recognized to be superior…the ability of the ruler 

to humble himself and change his ways is seen as the only hope of correcting the 

direction of the state when its off course. (72-73) 
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