The Game of Thrones:

11 Samuel — 1 Kings and the Problem with Divisions and dynasties

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * July 20th 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #8

1: The turning point

Il Samuel 11

(1) At the turn of the year, the season when kings
go out [to battle], David sent Joab with his officers
and all Israel with him, and they devastated
Ammon and besieged Rabbah; David remained in
Jerusalem. (2) Late one afternoon, David rose from
his couch and strolled on the roof of the royal
palace; and from the roof he saw a woman bathing.
The woman was very beautiful, (3) and the king
sent someone to make inquiries about the woman.
He reported, “She is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam
[and] wife of Uriah the Hittite.” (4) David sent
messengers to fetch her; she came to him and he
lay with her—she had just purified herself after her
period—and she went back home. (5) The woman
conceived, and she sent word to David, “I am
pregnant.” (6) Thereupon David sent a message to
Joab, “Send Uriah the Hittite to me”; and Joab
sent Uriah to David...

(11) Uriah answered David, “The Ark and Israel
and Judah are located at Succoth, and my master
Joab and Your Majesty’s men are camped in the
open; how can | go home and eat and drink and
sleep with my wife? As you live, by your very life,
I will not do this!”...(14) In the morning, David
wrote a letter to Joab, which he sent with Uriah....
(18) Joab sent a full report of the battle to David...
(26) When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband
Uriah was dead, she lamented over her husband.
(27) After the period of mourning was over, David
sent and had her brought into his palace; she
became his wife and she bore him a son. But the
LORD was displeased with what David had done,
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2. Within which plot?
David’s personal arc:

| Samuel 18:14-16

(14) David was successful in all his
undertakings, for the LORD was with
him; (15) and when Saul saw that he was
successful, he dreaded him. (16) All
Israel and Judah loved David, for he
marched at their head.
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Leadership and initiative:

Judges 1:1-2
(1) After the death of Joshua, the

Israelites inquired of the LORD, “Which
of us shall be the first to go up against the
Canaanites and attack them?” (2) The
LORD replied, “Let [the tribe of] Judah
go up. | now deliver the land into their
hands.”

| Samuel 1:9

(9) After they had eaten and drunk at
Shiloh, Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was
sitting on the seat near the doorpost of
the temple of the LORD.—
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The nature of kingship:

| Samuel 8:10-18

(10) Samuel reported all the words of the
LORD to the people, who were asking him
for a king. (11) He said, “This will be the
practice of the king who will rule over
you...(17) He will take a tenth part of your
flocks, and you shall become his slaves.
(18) The day will come when you cry out
because of the king whom you yourselves
have chosen; and the LORD will not
answer you on that day.”
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3: The costs of passivity: children problems
Il Samuel 13:20-22 . 29929599 3 WAy
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Tamar.
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next to mine, and he has barley there. Go and S s
set it on fire.” And Absalom’s servants set 13NN wR [Mpsm] (enam)
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and if I am guilty of anything, let him put me SINnM 1Y
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(33) Joab went to the king and reported to Ly 4L« s el AT
him; whereupon he summoned Absalom. He 29 12 MY 20728 KT DTPTR2N

came to the king and flung himself face 7207 PR 207 2307 YN AN
down to the ground before the king. And the {o} :0iPWaN?
king kissed Absalom.
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4: The costs of passivity: a civil war

Il Samuel 18:1-24

(1) David mustered the troops who were with him and set
over them captains of thousands and captains of hundreds.
(2) David sent out the troops, one-third under the
command of Joab, one-third under the command of Joab’s
brother Abishai son of Zeruiah, and one-third under the
command of Ittai the Gittite. And David said to the troops,
“I myself will march out with you.” (3) But the troops
replied, “No! For if some of us flee, the rest will not be
concerned about us; even if half of us should die, the
others will not be concerned about us. But you are worth
ten thousand of us. Therefore, it is better for you to
support us from the town.” (4) And the king said to them,
“I will do whatever you think best.” So the king stood
beside the gate as all the troops marched out by their
hundreds and thousands. (5) The king gave orders to Joab,
Abishai, and Ittai: “Deal gently with my boy Absalom, for
my sake.” All the troops heard the king give the order
about Absalom to all the officers. (6) The troops marched
out into the open to confront the Israelites, and the battle
was fought in the forest of Ephraim. (7) The Israelite
troops were routed by David’s followers, and a great
slaughter took place there that day—twenty thousand
men...

(14) Joab replied, “Then I will not wait for you.” He took
three darts in his hand and drove them into Absalom’s
chest. [Absalom] was still alive in the thick growth of the
terebinth, (15) when ten of Joab’s young arms-bearers
closed in and struck at Absalom until he died. (16) Then
Joab sounded the horn, and the troops gave up their
pursuit of the Israelites; for Joab held the troops in check.
(17) They took Absalom and flung him into a large pit in
the forest, and they piled up a very great heap of stones
over it. Then all the Israelites fled to their homes.— (24)
David was sitting between the two gates. The watchman
on the roof of the gate walked over to the city wall. He
looked up and saw a man running alone.
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5: Silver linings: David’s response

Il Samuel 12:1-13

(1) and the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him
and said, “There were two men in the same city, one rich
and one poor. (2) The rich man had very large flocks and
herds, (3) but the poor man had only one little ewe lamb
that he had bought. He tended it and it grew up together
with him and his children: it used to share his morsel of
bread, drink from his cup, and nestle in his bosom; it was
like a daughter to him. (4) One day, a traveler came to the
rich man, but he was loath to take anything from his own
flocks or herds to prepare a meal for the guest who had
come to him; so he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared
it for the man who had come to him.” (5) David flew into
a rage against the man, and said to Nathan, “As the LORD
lives, the man who did this deserves to die! (6) He shall
pay for the lamb four times over, because he did such a
thing and showed no pity.”

(7) And Nathan said to David, “That man is you! Thus
said the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘It was I who anointed
you king over Israel and it was | who rescued you from
the hand of Saul. (8) | gave you your master’s house and
possession of your master’s wives; and I gave you the
House of Israel and Judah; and if that were not enough, |
would give you twice as much more. (9) Why then have
you flouted the command of the LORD and done what
displeases Him? You have put Uriah the Hittite to the
sword; you took his wife and made her your wife and had
him killed by the sword of the Ammonites. (10) Therefore
the sword shall never depart from your House—because
you spurned Me by taking the wife of Uriah the Hittite and
making her your wife.” (11) Thus said the LORD: ‘I will
make a calamity rise against you from within your own
house; | will take your wives and give them to another
man before your very eyes and he shall sleep with your
wives under this very sun. (12) You acted in secret, but |
will make this happen in the sight of all Israel and in broad
daylight.”” (13) David said to Nathan, “I stand guilty
before the LORD!” And Nathan replied to David, “The
LORD has remitted your sin; you shall not die.
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6: Silver linings: Recovering initiative

Il Samuel 24

(1) The anger of the LORD again flared up against
Israel; and He incited David against them, saying, “Go
and number Israel and Judah.”..(10) But afterward
David reproached himself for having numbered the
people. And David said to the LORD, “I have sinned
grievously in what | have done. Please, O LORD, remit
the guilt of Your servant, for I have acted foolishly.”
(11) When David rose in the morning, the word of the
LORD had come to the prophet Gad, David’s seer: (12)
“Go and tell David, ‘Thus said the LORD: I hold three
things over you; choose one of them, and | will bring it
upon you.”” (13) Gad came to David and told him; he
asked, “Shall a seven-year famine come upon you in the
land, or shall you be in flight from your adversaries for
three months while they pursue you, or shall there be
three days of pestilence in your land? Now consider
carefully what reply | shall take back to Him who sent
me.” (14) David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let

us fall into the hands of the LORD, for His compassion
is great; and let me not fall into the hands of men.”...
(17) When David saw the angel who was striking down
the people, he said to the LORD, “I alone am guilty, I
alone have done wrong; but these poor sheep, what have
they done? Let Your hand fall upon me and my father’s

'9’

house
(25) And David built there an altar to the LORD and
sacrificed burnt offerings and offerings of well-being.
The LORD responded to the plea for the land, and the
plague against Israel was checked.

| Samuel 28:15

(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed
me and brought me up?” And Saul answered, “I am
in great trouble. The Philistines are attacking me and
God has turned away from me; He no longer answers
me, either by prophets or in dreams. So | have called
you to tell me what I am to do.”
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7: Moving forward
I Kings 2:1-4
(1) When David’s life was drawing to a close, he
instructed his son Solomon as follows: (2) “I am
going the way of all the earth; be strong and show
yourself a man. (3) Keep the charge of the LORD
your God, walking in His ways and following His
laws, His commandments, His rules, and His
admonitions as recorded in the Teaching of Moses,
in order that you may succeed in whatever you
undertake and wherever you turn. (4) Then the
LORD will fulfill the promise that He made
concerning me: ‘If your descendants are scrupulous
in their conduct, and walk before Me faithfully,
with all their heart and soul, your line on the throne
of Israel shall never end!’
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Yoram Hazony, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture:

...biblical ethics proposes to evaluate human action from a completely different

point of vantage than that of Greek ethics — a point of vantage associated with the
life of the nomad, who observes and evaluates all that goes on in human life from
a perspective that is outside the political state and free of any prior commitment to
it...Independence of judgement and action, then, depends on an ability to resist
the creeping advance of justified fears and unjustified commitments to human
beings and their institutions — which together work to deprive the individual of his
freedom to discern what is right and to act in its name. A vigilant maintenance of
one’s ability to resist these justified fears and unjustified commitments is thus
basic to the ethics of a shepherd, the ethics of the History of Israel.

(133-135)

Ultimately, it is the qualities associated with Judah that are vindicated by the
narrative as being most suited for ruling over men, and this despite the fact that
Joseph’s political abilities... are recognized to be superior...the ability of the ruler
to humble himself and change his ways is seen as the only hope of correcting the
direction of the state when its off course. (72-73)
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