A Perfect Murder

Corruption & Self-Delusion: Ahab and Nabot’s Vineyard — Kings |, chapter 21

I Kings Chapter 21

1 And it after  these

that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in

came to  pass things,
Jezreel, by the palace of Ahab, king of Samaria.

2 And Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying: "Give me your vineyard
for a vegetable garden because it is near unto my house; and
| will give you for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem
good to you, | will give you the worth of it in money.'

3 And Naboth said to Ahab: "The LORD forbid it me, that |
should give the inheritance of my fathers unto you.'

4 And Ahab came into his house sullen and furious because
Naboth the Jezreelite's response for he had said: ‘I will not
give you the inheritance of my fathers.' And he lay down on
his bed, and turned his face away, and wouldn't eat.

5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him: "Why are
you sullen, that you won't eat?"

6 And he said to her: 'Because | spoke unto Naboth the
Jezreelite, and said to him: Give me your vineyard for money;
or else, if it please you, | will give you another vineyard for it;
and he answered: | will not give you my vineyard.'

7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him: 'You; now - govern the
kingdom of Israel! Arise, and eat and be merry; | will give you
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."'

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with
his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles
that were in his city, and that dwelt with Naboth.

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying: "Proclaim a fast, and
set Naboth at the head of the people; 10 and set two men,
immoral fellows, before him, and let them bear witness
against him, saying: You cursed God and the king. And then
carry him out, and stone him, and have him die.'

11 And the men of his city, the elders and the nobles who
dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel sent to them, as was written in
the letters which she had sent unto them.

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth at the head of the
people. 13 And the two men, the immoral fellows, came in
and sat before him; and the immoral fellows bore witness
against him, against Naboth, in the presence of the people,
saying: 'Naboth cursed God and the king.' Then they carried
him out of the city, and stoned him, that he died. 14 They
sent to Jezebel, saying: 'Naboth has been stoned, and is
dead.'
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15 And when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was
dead, Jezebel said to Ahab: “Arise, take possession of the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give
you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.'

16 And when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab rose
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to
take possession of it.

17 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying : 18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who
lives in Samaria; Behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth,
whither he is gone down to take possession of it.

19 And speak to him, and say: Thus says the LORD: Have you
killed and also taken possession? Speak to him, and say: Thus
says the LORD: In the place where dogs licked the blood of
Naboth dogs will lick up your blood, even thine."'

20 And Ahab said to Elijah: "Have you found me, My enemy?"
And he answered: ‘| have found you; because you have given
yourself over to do evil in the sight of the LORD.

21 Behold, I will bring evil upon you, and will utterly sweep
you away, and will cut off from Ahab every man-child
.22 And | like the
of Jeroboam the like the
of Baasha the son of Ahiyah, for the fury with which we

will make your house house

son of Nevat, and house
angered Me, and caused Israel to sin.

23 And God spoke of Jezebel: The dogs shall eat Jezebel in the
moat of Jezreel.

24 He of Ahab that dies in the city shal be eaten by the dogs ;
and he that dies in the field shall be consumed by the birds.'
25 But there was none like unto Ahab, who gave himself over
to evil in the sight of the LORD, under the incitement of
Jezebel his wife.

26 And he did very abominably in following idols, according
to all that the Amorites did, whom the LORD cast out before
the children of Israel.

27 When Ahab heard those words, he rent his clothes, and
put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth,
and walked submissively.

28 The word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying:
29 'See how Ahab humbles himself before Me? Because he
humbles himself before Me, | will not bring the evil in his

days; but in his son's days will | bring the evil upon his house."'
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i. The King vs. the People: Who Has The Power?

The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is
Mine, and you are sojourners and residents with Me. And
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redemption to the land. (Vayikra 25:23-24)

An inheritance shall not be transferred from one tribe to
another, for each person of the Children of Israel shall
cleave to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers, in
order that the Children of Israel may inherit, each
individual the inheritance of his fathers. (Bamidbar 36:7-8)

He [the king] can take fields and olive orchards and
vineyards for his subjects when they go to war ... if they
have nothing to eat, and he must recompense [the

owner of the field]. (Maimonides. Laws of Kings 4:6)
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ii. The structure of the Story — A perfect Murder

/— Scene 1 — Ahab and Nabot

Scene 2 - Ahab and Jezebel
Scene 3 - Jezebel, elders, witnesses, Nabot
Scene 4 - Ahab and Jezebel
Scene 5 - Ahab and Eliyahu

[Nabot's vineyard]

[at the palace]

[Yizre'el]

[at the palace]

[Nabot's vineyard]

iii. Psychology of Denial

Ahab speaking to Nabot - Verse 2

Ahab speaking to Jezebel — Verse 6

Give me your vineyard | Give me your vineyard for money

So that it can be a vegetable garden for me because it is

near to my house | If you prefer, | will give you another vineyard in

| will give you in its stead a superior vineyard | exchange

If you prefer, | will give you its price in money
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The Transformation Of Nabot's Refusal

1. Nabot says (v.3): "God forbid that | should give the inheritance of my fathers to you."
717 'DAN D702 DX AN DR 7 0770 ARNK 7K N1 RN (3)

2. Ahab hears (v.4): "I shall not give you the inheritance of my fathers."
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3. To Jezebel (v.6): "I shall not give you my vineyard."
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4. Jezebel's version (v.15): "Who refused to give you the vineyard of Nabot the Yizraeli for money."
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iv. Destruction of Society

Although there are crimes more serious than bloodshed, none lead
to destruction of society like bloodshed.

Even idolatry, or — needless to say — prohibited sexual relations or
desecration of Shabbat, are not like bloodshed [in this respect]. For
these belong to the category of transgressions between man and
God, while bloodshed belongs to the category of sins between one
human and another. Anyone who commits such a sin is a thoroughly
wicked individual. All the commandments performed throughout his
life are not equal in weight to this sin, nor will they save him from
judgment... We learn this from the example of Achav, who was an
idolater, as it is said of him — “But there was no-one like Achav, who
gave himself over to do evil in the eyes of God... and acted most
abominably in going after idols” (21:25-26), but when his sins and
merits were set out before God, there was no sin that made him
deserving of being wiped out, nor any other matter that stood
against him, like the blood of Navot... "

(Laws Pertaining to a Murderer 4:9)

Desire brings a person to coveting, and coveting leads to theft.
For if the owner [of the object that one desires] is not willing to
sell, even yough one offers a hefty sum and pleads with them,
then he will come to steal, as it is written, “They have coveted
fields and stolen” (Mikha 2:2). And if the owner confronts him
so as to save his property or to prevent him from stealing, then
he will come to shed blood. Go and study the story of Achav
and Navot. (Maimonides. Mishneh Torah. Laws Pertaining to
Theft and Loss 1:11)
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