Not Your Grandmother’s Kiddush Cup:

How Five Women Revolutionized the Jewish Conception of Inheritance
Parshat Pinchas 5781
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1 Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad, the son
of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son
of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of
Joseph; and these are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah.

2 And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the
priest, and before the princes and all the congregation,
at the door of the tent of meeting, saying:

3 'Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not
among the company of them that gathered themselves
together against the LORD in the company of Korah,
but he died in his own sin; and he had no sons.

4 Why should the name of our father be done away
from among his family, because he had no son? Give
unto us a possession among the brethren of our father.’

5 And Moses brought their cause before the
LORD. {P}

6 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

7 'The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt
surely give them a possession of an inheritance among
their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the
inheritance of their father to pass unto them.

8 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel,
saying: If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall
cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter.

9 And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his brethren.

10 And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his father's brethren.
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11 And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give
his inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of
his family, and he shall possess it. And it shall be unto
the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the
LORD commanded Moses.' {P}
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The whole congregation. That is, a complete congregation,
for the generation of the wilderness had already and died and
this verse describes those who remained alive.
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23 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and Aaron in mount
Hor, by the border of the land of Edom, saying:

24 'Aaron shall be gathered unto his people; for he shall not
enter into the land which I have given unto the children of
Israel, because ye rebelled against My word at the waters of
Meribah.

25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto
mount Hor.

26 And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon
Eleazar his son; and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people,
and shall die there.’
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15 And Moses spoke unto the LORD, saying:

16 'Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man
over the congregation,

17 who may go out before them, and who may come in before

them, and who may lead them out, and who may bring them in;
that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep which have
no shepherd.'

18 And the LORD said unto Moses: "Take thee Joshua the son
of Nun, a man in whom is spirit, and lay thy hand upon him;

19 and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the
congregation; and give him a charge in their sight.

20 And thou shalt put of thy honour upon him, that all the
congregation of the children of Israel may hearken.
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When Moses heard that the Omnipresent said to him, aw s"'wn 6
“Give the inheritance of Zelophehad to his daughters”, he 2 MRy Yh Yy 1 ' TeD
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fruit thereof, [and he that waiteth on his master shall be
honoured]” (Midrash Tanchuma, Pinchas 11).
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The daughters of Zelaphchad approached. When the Aop "a7R2 50 8
daughters of Zelaphchad head that the land would be WHAVW 11°0 ,TND7X MI2 7I127PM
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toward men and women [equally]; He has compassion for
all, as it is written in the verse, The Lord is good to all and
shows compassion to all of His creations” (Ps. 145:9).
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A Sage teaches: Amram, the father of Moses, was the great
man of his generation. Once he saw that the wicked
Pharaoh said: “Every son that is born you shall cast into
the river, and every daughter you shall save alive” (Exodus
1:22), he said: We are laboring for nothing by bringing
children into the world to be killed. Therefore, he arose and
divorced his wife. All others who saw this followed his

example and arose and divorced their wives.
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1 And there went a man of the house of Levi,
and took to wife a daughter of Levi.

2 And the woman conceived, and bore a son;
and when she saw him that he was a goodly
child, she hid him three months.

3 And when she could not longer hide him, she
took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it
with slime and with pitch; and she put the
child therein, and laid it in the flags by the
river's brink.

4 And his sister stood afar off, to know what
would be done to him.

5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to
bathe in the river; and her maidens walked
along by the river-side; and she saw the ark
among the flags, and sent her handmaid to
fetch it.

6 And she opened it, and saw it, even the
child; and behold a boy that wept. And she had
compassion on him, and said: "This is one of
the Hebrews' children.’

7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter:
‘Shall 1 go and call thee a nurse of the Hebrew
women, that she may nurse the child for thee?"

8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her: 'Go.'
And the maiden went and called the child's
mother.
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His daughter, Miriam, said to him: Father, your decree is
more harsh for the Jewish people than that of Pharaoh, as
Pharaoh decreed only with regard to the males, but you
decreed both on the males and on the females. And now no
children will be born. Additionally, Pharaoh decreed to kill
them only in this world, but you decreed in this world and
in the World-to-Come, as those not born will not enter the
World-to-Come. Miriam continued: Additionally, concerning
Pharaoh the wicked, it is uncertain whether his decree will
be fulfilled, and it is uncertain if his decree will not be
fulfilled. You are a righteous person, and as such, your
decrees will certainly be fulfilled, as it is stated with regard
to the righteous: “You shall also decree a thing, and it shall
be established unto you” (Job 22:28). Amram accepted his
daughter’s words and arose and brought back, i.e.,
remarried, his wife, and all others who saw this followed his
example and arose and brought back their wives.
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into the sea. {S}
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