The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 1
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
How Yeshayahu Understood Sefer Breishit - Part I

Intro - The purpose of Prophecy

The Navi's primary job was to 'shape’ Jewish history, rather than to
predict what will be. Hence, the Navi's understanding of God's expectations
from His People, would guide how, when, and why the Navi would rebuke the
Nation. As God's primary guide for why He chose Am Yisrael is developed
thematically through the laws and stories in Chumash, it only makes sense that
when we analyze the prophecies of the great prophets, we should be able to
find how they understood core Biblical themes.

In our opening study of the Navi Yeshayahu - we will take a look at the
opening two chapters of his book, o show how he interpreted some key
themes in Sefer Breishit,

I. Issaiah chapter 1- Don't give me that 'bull’ & the story of Sedom.
_b)_’ rnSD .“))B ,‘{1)323']3 ]ﬂz)’\?, y]th N 1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,

which he saw concerning Judah and
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in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of
DI PV cucumbers, as a besieged city.
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9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us
a very small remnant, we should have been
as Sodom, we should have been like unto
Gomorrah. {P}

10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God,
ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your
sacrifices unto Me? saith the LORD; I am
full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the
fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-
goats.

12 When ye come to appear before Me, who
hath required this at your hand, to trample
My courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; it is an
offering of abomination unto Me; new
moon and sabbath, the holding of
convocations--I cannot endure iniquity
along with the solemn assembly.

14 Y our new moons and your appointed
seasons My soul hateth; they are a burden
unto Me; I am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, 1
will hide Mine eyes from you; yea, when ye
make many prayers, [ will not hear; your
hands are full of blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean, put away the
evil of your doings from before Mine eyes,
cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for
the widow. {S}

18 Come now, and let us reason together,
saith the LORD; though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat
the good of the land;

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be
devoured with the sword; for the mouth of
the LORD hath spoken. {P}
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Key observations:
1. Comparing the people fo Sedom & Amora

21 How is the faithful city become a harlot!
She that was full of justice, righteousness
lodged in her, but now murderers.

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine
mixed with water.

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and
companions of thieves; every one loveth
bribes, and followeth after rewards; they
judge not the fatherless, neither doth the
cause of the widow come unto them. {S}

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of
hosts, the Mighty One of Israel: Ah, I will
ease Me of Mine adversaries, and avenge
Me of Mine enemies;

25 And I will turn My hand upon thee, and
purge away thy dross as with lye, and will
take away all thine alloy;

26 And I will restore thy judges as at the
first, and thy counsellors as at the
beginning; afterward thou shalt be called
the city of righteousness, the faithful city.

27 Zion shall be redeemed with justice, and
they that return of her with righteousness.

To emphasize type of destruction / or REASON for punishment

2. Focus on "tzedek u'misphat” - clearly - underlying theme

3. Allusion to the fact that God is not answering prayer in the Temple,
Nor is He impressed by their holidays or korbanot
[in fact, they appear to be counter productive]

Our key contention:

Yeshayahu assumes his audience is aware of Sefer Breishit

Yeshayahu assumes that Sefer Breishit has a theme
[Relating to WHY God chose a nation]

Yeshayahu assumes that there is a reason for punishment,
And the purpose of prayer must be transformative’



IT The centrality of Sedom in the life of Avraham Avinu

Breishit chapter 13
VI2),1D-IYN-22) INYNR) NIN DII¥NN DN OYN N
2ND--1NY
AMD G023 ,MPHI TR 719 ,073N) 2

 DIPRD-TY--JN-TPA-TY), 2NN, PYOR7 722
PYD PN P NZNN3 TODN DY M- IYN

,OY NYY-IYUN 021D ,0PN-IN ¥
M’ DY, 0938 DY NP ; MIYNI

SINS D DIAN-NN L TINND--0DP-0)) N
LDINN), P!

DYDY MDD TN NIYY NIND DNN RYI-ND) 9
YT m\vb m» an 29

-MPR Y, P, DIIN-NIPR YT 12,3700 3
NIND Y TN 03191 29191 5 VD

)2 N2> NN RI-DN ,VIJ-ON DIIN NN N
NN, DNN DVIN-D Y P P P PN

DNNYR-DN 990 XY TN , 100 YIND-92 No7) ©
NPRHYN) PRID-ON) , IPPN)

999-99-NN N ,PPY-NN VIV -NXY
;M nNY ’)ﬁb--‘l?\’))ﬁ ﬂb:» "3 Y120
N2 MM-12 ,N70Y-Nx) 0719 -nN
MY NONE ---- DN

411720 7193-99 NN, LY 19-I07) N

;0199 ,00 YyoN
NN SN YN TN

Y3 2Y?, 01075 1WID-NIND 2Y) ,DIN 20
079 -1Y 50N ,71957

1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he,
and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot
with him, into the South.

2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in
silver, and in gold.

3 And he went on his journeys from the
South even to Beth-el, unto the place
where his tent had been at the beginning,
between Beth-el and Ai;

4 unto the place of the altar, which he had
made there at the first; and Abram called
there on the name of the LORD.

5 And Lot also, who went with Abram,
had flocks, and herds, and tents.

6 And the land was not able to bear them,
that they might dwell together; for their
substance was great, so that they could not
dwell together.

7 And there was a strife between the
herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the
herdmen of Lot’s cattle. And the
Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt then in
the land.

8 And Abram said unto Lot: 'Let there be
no strife, I pray thee, between me and
thee, and between my herdmen and thy
herdmen; for we are brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee?
separate thyself, I pray thee, from me; if
thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go
to the right; or if thou take the right hand,
then I will go to the left.’

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld
all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well
watered every where, before the LORD
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the
garden of the LORD, like the land of
Egypt, as thou goest unto Zoar.

11 So Lot chose him all the plain of the
Jordan; and Lot journeyed east; and they
separated themselves the one from the
other.

12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and
Lot dwelt in the cities of the Plain, and
moved his tent as far as Sodom.



,DINDNY DY, 079 SYINY »
.~r'z~m ,m‘mb
VY -1991 YINN ,D1IN-DON N MM P

DIPHRN-N ,‘-m‘n 19209 N NY 090
192 NI, N2 MIDY--DY NHN-TYN

T2, NAN-TYN XIND-DI-NN D 10
DY-TY ,‘[smbw PN

YN XIND I9YD ,TYIT-NNONNY) 0
-D)--NIND 9Y-NN NINY ,WON HI1-ON
P2, TYN

’D 1PN MIINY ,NIND 20NN DIP ¥
SN D

--NYPN 7PN Y NI, 093N DN 1
{9} .My ,n:m ow-jan ,n'\:m:l IUN

Breishit chapter 3:

13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked
and sinners against the LORD
exceedingly.

14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after
that Lot was separated from him: 'Lift up
now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art, northward and southward
and eastward and westward;

15 for all the land which thou seest, to thee
will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of
the earth; so that if a man can number the
dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also
be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it; for
unto thee will I give it.’

18 And Abram moved his tent, and came
and dwelt by the terebinths of Mamre,
which are in Hebron, and built there an
altar unto the LORD.
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Chapter 11 - Midgal Bavel
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1 And the whole earth was of one
language and of one speech.

2 And it came to pass, as they
journeyed east, that they found a
plain in the land of Shinar; and they
dwelt there.
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4 And they said: '*Come, let us build
us a city, and a tower, with its top in

{ heaven, and let us make us a name;
ﬂ\’)}’;’ lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth.’
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the city and the tower, which the
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are one people, and they have all one
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to do; and now nothing will be
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Breishit chapters 18-19
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purpose to do.

1 And the LORD appeared unto him
by the terebinths of Mamre, as he sat
in the tent door in the heat of the day;

2 and he lifted up his eyes and looked,
and, lo, three men stood over against
him; and when he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and
bowed down to the earth,

Followed by 6 more psukim - highlighting "hachnasat orchim”

Verses 9 thru 15
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9 And they said unto him: 'Where is Sarah thy
wife?’ And he said: 'Behold, in the tent.’

10 And He said: 'I will certainly return unto thee
when the season cometh round; and, lo, Sarah
thy wife shall have a son.” And Sarah heard in
the tent door, which was behind him.--

The tiding that Avraham & Sarah will give birth to a child:

Yitzchak....



"What's so bad about Sedom?"

Breishit chapters 18 -19

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked out
toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to bring
them on the way. 17 And the LORD said: 'Shall | hide
from Abraham that which | am doing; 18 seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed
in him? 19 For | have known him, to the end that he
may command his children and his household after
him, that they may keep the way of the LORD, to do
righteousness and justice; to the end that the LORD
may bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of
him.'

20 And the LORD said: 'Verily, the cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and, verily, their sin is exceeding
grievous. 21 | will go down now, and see whether they
have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is
come unto Me; and if not, | will know.' 22 And the men
turned from thence, and went toward Sodom; but
Abraham stood yet before the LORD.

23 And Abraham drew near, and said: '"Wilt Thou
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24
Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city;
wilt Thou indeed sweep away and not forgive the place
for the fifty righteous that are therein? ...' 26 And the
LORD said: 'If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the
city, then | will forgive all the place for their sake."'

Chapter 19 1 And the two angels came to Sodom at
even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom; and Lot saw
them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on
his face to the earth; 2 and he said: 'Behold now, my
lords, turn aside, | pray you, into your servant's house,
and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise
up early, and go on your way.' And they said: 'Nay; but
we will abide in the broad place all night." 3 And he
urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and
entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and
did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both young
and old, all the people from every quarter. 5 And they
called unto Lot, and said unto him: 'Where are the men
that came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us,
that we may know them.' 6 And Lot went out unto them to
the door, and shut the door after him. 7 And he said: 'l
pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly. 8 Behold now,
| have two daughters that have not known man.... And
they said: 'This one fellow came in to live here and now
he judges us! We will deal worse with you, than with
them." And they pressed the door...
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Yechezkel 16:48-49

49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom:
pride, fulness of bread, and careless ease was in her
and in her daughters; neither did she strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy.

Shmuel Bet chapter 8

14 - And the LORD gave victory to David
whithersoever he went. 15 And David reigned over all
Israel; and David executed justice and righteousness
unto all his people.

Tehillim 72

1 To Shlomo - Give the king Thy judgments, O God,
and Thy righteousness unto the king's son; 2 That he
may judge Thy people with righteousness, and Thy
poor with justice. 3 Let the mountains bear peace to
the people, and the hills, through righteousness. 4
May he judge the poor of the people, and save the
children of the needy, and crush the oppressor...

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall render
tribute; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.
11 Yea, all kings shall prostrate themselves before
him; all nations shall serve him. 12 For he will deliver
the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that
hath no helper. 13 He will have pity on the poor and
needy, and the souls of the needy he will save. 14 He
will redeem their soul from oppression and violence,....

1 Kings Chapter 10

1 And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of
Solomon because of the name of the LORD, she
came to prove him with hard questions. 2 And she
came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels
that bore spices and gold very much, and precious
stones; and when she was come to Solomon, she
spoke with him of all that was in her heart. 3 And
Solomon told her all her questions... 4 And when the
gueen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon,
and the house that he had built, 5 and the food of his
table... there was no more spirit in her. 6 And she said
to the king: 'It was a true report that | heard in mine own land
of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. 7 Howbeit | believed not the
words, until | came, and mine eyes had seen it; and, behold,

the half was not told me; thou hast wisdom and prosperity
exceeding the fame which | heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, that
stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 9
Blessed be the LORD thy God, who delighted in thee, to set
thee on the throne of Israel; because the LORD loved
Israel for ever, therefore made He thee king, to do
justice and righteousness.’
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