Shof’tim Isaiah 51:12-52:12

God consoles the people

I, I am He who comforts you! What ails you that you fear
Man who must die, Mortals who fare like grass? You have
EOREBHEH thc LORD your Maker, Who stretched out the
skies and made firm the earth! And you live all day in
constant Because of the rage of an oppressor 'ho is
aiming to . Yet of what account is the rage
of an oppressor? Quickly the crouching one is freed; e is
not cut down and slain, and he shall not want for food. For
I the LORD your God— Who stir up the sea into roaring
waves, Whose name is LORD of Hosts— Have put My
words in your mouth and sheltered you with My hand; I,
who , have said
to Zion: You are My people!

T BI00IY NI S N (3
[2n01 NN Wiaxn 'RY'AL AN

DR (x') -[D2! YN DTN
YIX TQ'I DY nYi1 Yy
19n 0id 72 Tnn S

2i> YK 7'yAD NNN

7'¥R0 NN AR
X71 nN9N7 nyx Ynon (T
.inn'7 "on! X71 nnY'? nin!

D' VA 'y ™ 1IN (10)
(T0) .inY Nix2y " 172 AN
T 721 7'92 M7 DWKI
YIX TO'7) DY V017 'D'02

DTN 'AY [I'¥7 MK

Jerusalem’s distress

Rouse, rouse yourself! Arise, O Jerusalem, you who from
the LORD’s hand Have drunk , you
who have drained to the dregs

She has none to guide her of all the sons she bore;
None takes her by the hand, of all the sons she reared.
These - things have befall“
[who can console you? how
shall I comfort you? Your sons lie in a swoon at the corner
of every street— Like an antelope caught in a net—

Drunk with the wrath of the LORD, With the rebuke of
your God.
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Promise of salvation and retribution

Therefore, listen to this, unhappy one, Who are -
_! Thus said the LORD, your Lord, Your God

who champions His people: Herewith I take from your
band EEENERIEEIE ;
You shall never drink it again. |

who have commanded you, “Get down,
that we may walk over you”— So that you made your
back like the ground, Like a street for passersby.
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The Redemption

Awake, awake, O Zion! - yourself in splendor; .
on your robes of majesty, Jerusalem, holy city! For the
uncircumcised and the unclean shall never enter you
again. Arise, shake off the dust, sit [on your throne],
Jerusalem! Loose the bonds from your neck, O captive
one, Fair Zion! For thus said the LORD: You were sold
for no price and shall be redeemed without money.
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God “suffers” too

(zemereshet.co.il) |I'¥ NIy

For thus said the Lord GOD: Of old, My people went
down To - to sojourn there; But has robbed
them, Giving nothing in return. What therefore do I gain
here? —declares the LORD— For My people has been
carried off for nothing, their mockers howl —declares the

LORD— and constantly, unceasingly, My name is reviled.

Assuredly, My people shall learn My name, Assuredly
[they shall learn] on that day That I, the One who
promised, am now at hand.
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Harbinger of Redemption

How welcome on the mountain are the footsteps of the
herald announcing happiness, heralding good fortune,
announcing victory, telling Zion, “Your God is King!”
Hark! Your watchmen raise their voices, as one they
shout for joy; for every eye shall behold The LORD’s
return to Zion.
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Jerusalem: Consoled and Redeemed

Raise a shout together, O ruins of Jerusalem! For the
LORD will eomfort His people, will redeem Jerusalem.
The LORD will bare His holy arm in the sight of all the
nations, and the very ends of earth shall see the victory
of our God. Turn, turn away, touch naught unclean as
you depart from there; keep pure, as you go forth from
there, you who bear the vessels of the LORD! For you
will not depart in haste, nor will you leave in flight; For
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https://www.zemereshet.co.il/song.asp?id=4443&phrase=%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%20%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9F

the LORD is marching before you, The God of Israel is
your rear guard.
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What was in the “Cup of Wrath”? Wine. Why Wine?
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“Once the trees went to anoint a king over
themselves. They said to the plive tree, ‘Reign
over us.’” But the olive tree replied, ‘Have I,
through whom God and men are honored, stopped
yielding my rich @il, that I should go and wave
above the trees?’ So the trees said to the . tree,
“You come and reign over us.’ But the fig tree
replied, ‘Have I stopped yielding my ﬁ,
my delicious fruit, that I should go and wave
above the trees?’ So the trees said to the

“You come and reign over us.’” But the vine
replied, ‘Have I stopped yielding my -,
which gladdens God and men, that I should go
and wave above the trees?’
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For thus said the LORD: Do not enter a house of

, do not go to and to with
them; for I have withdrawn My favor from that
people —declares the LORD— My kindness and
compassion. Great and small alike shall I in this
land, they shall ; men shall

them, themselves for them.
They shall for a mourner to comfort
him for a bereavement,

- For the loss of his father or mother. -
, to sit down with

them to eat and drink. For thus said the LORD of

Hosts, the God of Israel: I am going to banish from
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this place, in your days and before your eyes, the
sound of mirth and gladness, the voice of bridegroom
and bride.
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Again, what of R. Hiyya b. Ashi's dictum in R. Hisda's name;
When one is led out to execution, he is given _
- containing a grain of frankincense, in order to
benumb his senses, for it is written, “Give strong drink unto
him that is ready to perish, and wine unto the bitter in
soul” (Proverbs 31:6). And it has also been taught; The
noble women in Jerusalem used to donate and bring it. If
these did not donate it, who provided it? As for that, it is
certainly logical that it should be provided out of the public
[funds]: Since it is written. ‘Give’, [the implication is] of
what is theirs.
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The object of Nazaritism (Num. vi.) is obvious.

that has ruined people in ancient and
modern times. "Many strong men have been slain by it"
(Prov. 27:26). "But they also have erred through wine. . ..
the priest and the prophet" (Isa. 28:7). In the law about
the Nazarite we notice even the prohibition, "he shall eat
nothing that is made of the vine tree" (Num. 6:4), as an
additional precaution, implying the lesson that man must
take of wine only as much as is absolutely necessary. For
he who abstains from drinking it is called "holy"; his
sanctity is made equal to that of the high-priest, in not
being allowed to defile himself even to his father, to his
mother, and the like. This honor is given him because he
abstains from wine.
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Why the cup?
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For God it is who gives judgment; He brings down
one man, He lifts up another. There is a - in the
LORD’s hand with _ fully mixed; from
this He pours; all the wicked of the earth drink,
draining it to the very dregs.
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For thus said the LORD, the God of Israel, to me:
“Take from My hand _

and make all the nations to whom I send
you drink of it. Let them - and retch and act
crazy, because of the sword that I am sending
among them.” So I took the - from the hand of
the LORD and to all the nations to
whom the LORD had sent me: Jerusalem and the
towns of Judah, and its kings and officials, to make
them a desolate ruin, an object of hissing and a
curse—as is now the case; Pharaoh king of Egypt,
his courtiers, his officials, and all his people;

all the kings of the north, whether far from or close
to each other—all the royal lands which are on the
earth. And last of all, the king of Sheshach shall
drink. Say to them: “Thus said the LORD of Hosts,
the God of Israel:

, because of the sword that I
send among you.” And if they refuse to take the -

from your hand and drink, say to them, “Thus said
the LORD of Hosts: GTNIGHERGRR 17 1 am

bringing the punishment first on the city that bears
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My name, do you expect to go unpunished? You
will not go unpunished, for I am summoning the
sword against all the inhabitants of the
earth—declares the LORD of Hosts.”
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