The Failure of the First Generation - Part #1

[The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 13]
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

?
Intro:

As over the next few weeks we will be reading in Sefer
Bamidbar from Parshat Bhaalotcha thru Chukat - our three
part series will attempt to understand the tragedy of the first
generation that left Egypt, but never made it to Israel - and
consider its message for future generations as well.

I. Tehillim chapter 78
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n 8 And might not be as their fathers, a
stubborn and rebellious generation; {N}

a generation that set not their heart aright,

and whose spirit was not stedfast with God

18 And they tried God in their heart by
asking food for their craving.

19 Yea, they spoke against God; they
said: 'Can God prepare a table in the
wilderness?

20 Behold, He smote the rock, that
waters gushed out, and streams
overflowed; {N}

can He give bread also? or will He
provide flesh for His people?’

21 Therefore the LORD heard, and was
wroth; {N}

and a fire was kindled against Jacob,
and anger also went up against Israel;

22 Because they believed not in God,
and trusted not in His salvation.

23 And He commanded the skies above,
and opened the doors of heaven;

24 And He caused manna to rain upon
them for food, and gave them of the
corn of heaven.

25 Man did eat the bread of the mighty;
He sent them provisions to the full.

26 He caused the east wind to set forth
in heaven; and by His power He
brought on the south wind.

27 He caused flesh also to rain upon
them as the dust, and winged fowl as
the sand of the seas;

28 And He let it fall in the midst of their
camp, round about their dwellings.

29 So they did eat, and were well filled;
and He gave them that which they
craved.

30 They were not estranged from their
craving, their food was yet in their
mouths,
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31 When the anger of God went up
against them, and slew of the lustieth
among them, {N}

and smote down the young men of
Israel.

32 For all this they sinned still, and
believed not in His wondrous works.

33 Therefore He ended their days as a
breath, and their years in terror.

34 When He slew them, then they
would inquire after Him, and turn back
and seek God earnestly.

35 And they remembered that God was
their Rock, and the Most High God
their redeemer.

36 But they beguiled Him with their
mouth, and lied unto Him with their
tongue.

37 For their heart was not stedfast with
Him, neither were they faithful in His
covenant.

38 But He, being full of compassion,
forgiveth iniquity, and destroyeth

not; {N}

yea, many a time doth He turn His
anger away, and doth not stir up all His
wrath.

39 So He remembered that they were
but flesh, a wind that passeth away, and
cometh not again.

40 How oft did they rebel against Him
in the wilderness, and grieve Him in the
desert!

41 And still again they tried God, and
set bounds to the Holy One of Israel.

42 They remembered not His hand, nor
the day when He redeemed them from
the adversary.

43 How He set His signs in Egypt, and
His wonders in the field of Zoan;

44 And turned their rivers into blood, so
that they could not drink their streams.

45 He sent among them swarms of flies,
which devoured them; and frogs, which
destroyed them.
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II. Bamidbar chapter 11
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46 He gave also their increase unto the
caterpillar, and their labour unto the
locust.

47 He destroyed their vines with hail,
and their sycamore-trees with frost.

48 He gave over their cattle also to the
hail, and their flocks to fiery bolts.

49 He sent forth upon them the
fierceness of His anger, wrath, and
indignation, and trouble, a sending of
messengers of evil.

50 He levelled a path for His anger; He
spared not their soul from death, but
gave their life over to the pestilence;

51 And smote all the first-born in
Egypt, the first-fruits of their strength
in the tents of Ham;

1 And the people were as murmurers,
speaking evil in the ears of the
LORD; and when the LORD heard it,
His anger was kindled; and the fire of
the LORD burnt among them, and
devoured in the uttermost part of the
camp.

2 And the people cried unto Moses;
and Moses prayed unto the LORD,
and the fire abated.

3 And the name of that place was
called Taberah, because the fire of the
LORD burnt among them.

4 And the mixed multitude that was
among them fell a lusting; and the
children of Israel also wept on their
part, and said: "Would that we were
given flesh to eat!

§ We remember the fish, which we
were wont to eat in Egypt for nought;
the cucumbers, and the melons, and
the leeks, and the onions, and the
garlic;
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6 but now our soul is dried away;
there is nothing at all; we have nought
save this manna to look to.’--

7 Now the manna was like coriander
seed, and the appearance thereof as
the appearance of bdellium.

8 The people went about, and
gathered it, and ground it in mills, or
beat it in mortars, and seethed it in
pots, and made cakes of it; and the
taste of it was as the taste of a cake
baked with oil.

9 And when the dew fell upon the
camp in the night, the manna fell upon
it.--

10 And Moses heard the people
weeping, family by family, every man
at the door of his tent; and the anger
of the LORD was kindled greatly; and
Moses was displeased.

11 And Moses said unto the LORD:
'Wherefore hast Thou dealt ill with
Thy servant? and wherefore have I not
found favour in Thy sight, that Thou
layest the burden of all this people
upon me?

12 Have I conceived all this people?
have I brought them forth, that Thou
shouldest say unto me: Carry them in
thy bosom, as a nursing-father
carrieth the sucking child, unto the
land which Thou didst swear unto
their fathers?

13 Whence should I have flesh to give
unto all this people? for they trouble
me with their weeping, saying: Give
us flesh, that we may eat.

14 [ am not able to bear all this people
myself alone, because it is too heavy
for me.

15 And if Thou deal thus with me, kill
me, [ pray Thee, out of hand, if I have
found favour in Thy sight; and let me
not look upon my wretchedness.’ { P}

16 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Gather unto Me seventy men of the
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest
to be the elders of the people, and
officers over them; and bring them
unto the tent of meeting, that they
may stand there with thee.
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17 And I will come down and speak
with thee there; and I will take of the
spirit which is upon thee, and will put
it upon them; and they shall bear the
burden of the people with thee, that
thou bear it not thyself alone.

18 And say thou unto the people:
Sanctify yourselves against to-
morrow, and ye shall eat flesh; for ye
have wept in the ears of the LORD,
saying: Would that we were given
flesh to eat! for it was well with us in
Egypt; therefore the LORD will give
you flesh, and ye shall eat.

19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two
days, nor five days, neither ten days,
nor twenty days;

20 but a whole month, until it come
out at your nostrils, and it be
loathsome unto you; because that ye
have rejected the LORD who is
among you, and have troubled Him
with weeping, saying: Why, now,
came we forth out of Egypt?’

21 And Moses said: 'The people,
among whom I am, are six hundred
thousand men on foot; and yet Thou
hast said: I will give them flesh, that
they may eat a whole month

22 If flocks and herds be slain for
them, will they suffice them? or if all
the fish of the sea be gathered together
for them, will they suffice them?’ {P}

23 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Is the LORD’S hand waxed short?
now shalt thou see whether My word
shall come to pass unto thee or not.’

24 And Moses went out, and told the
people the words of the LORD; and
he gathered seventy men of the elders
of the people, and set them round
about the Tent.

25 And the LORD came down in the
cloud, and spoke unto him, and took
of the spirit that was upon him, and
put it upon the seventy elders; and it
came to pass, that, when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied,
but they did so no more.
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26 But there remained two men in the
camp, the name of the one was Eldad,
and the name of the other Medad; and
the spirit rested upon them; and they
were of them that were recorded, but
had not gone out unto the Tent; and
they prophesied in the camp.

27 And there ran a young man, and
told Moses, and said: 'Eldad and
Medad are prophesying in the camp.’

28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the
minister of Moses from his youth up,
answered and said: "My lord Moses,
shut them in./

29 And Moses said unto him: ’Art
thou jealous for my sake? would that
all the LORD'S people were prophets,
that the LORD would put His spirit
upon them!’

30 And Moses withdrew into the
camp, he and the elders of Israel.

31 And there went forth a wind from
the LORD, and brought across quails
from the sea, and let them fall by the
camp, about a day’s journey on this
side, and a day’s journey on the other
side, round about the camp, and about
two cubits above the face of the earth.

32 And the people rose up all that day,
and all the night, and all the next day,
and gathered the quails; he that
gathered least gathered ten heaps; and
they spread them all abroad for
themselves round about the camp.

33 While the flesh was yet between
their teeth, ere it was chewed, the
anger of the LORD was kindled
against the people, and the LORD
smote the people with a very great
plague.

34 And the name of that place was
called Kibroth-hattaavah, because
there they buried the people that
lusted.

35 From Kibroth-hattaavah the people
journeyed unto Hazeroth; and they
abode at Hazeroth.



III. Their previous complaints:

A.Pre-Buring Bush - conclusion of Shmot chapter 2

A cry for redemption, or a cry for a lighter work load?

B. Pre- Plagues
Shmot 6:2-9 - in light of Yechezkel chapter 20

C. Post Plagues — before splitting of the Sea
Shmot 14:1- 13

D. On the journey to Mt. Sinai — Shmot 15:22 thru 17:9

E. The sin of the Golden Calf

F. Sefer Bamidbar, starting with chapter 11 etc.



