The Failure of the First Generation - Part #2
The sin of the 'spies’ - not what you thought

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Intro:

We are all familiar with the famous sin of the spies, yet
it is not at all clear what was so terrible about their actions,
for they did pretty much exactly what they instructed to do.

In today’s shiur, we approach this question from a
different perspective.
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I. The logic of sending a national ‘fact finding’ mission:
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II. The questions - & what should have happened
Is the land worth the effort & is it feasible?
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IMI. Their report:
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toward Moses, and said: 'We
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IV. Moshe Rabeinu’s similar message / 40 years later:
Devarim chapter 9
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The conditional promise: -- Shmot 23:
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Devarim chapter 8

20 & Devarim chapter 11

20 Behold, I send an angel before
thee, to keep thee by the way, and
to bring thee into the place which
I have prepared.

21 Take heed of him, and hearken
unto his voice; be not rebellious
against him; for he will not
pardon your transgression; for
My name is in him.

22 But if thou shalt indeed
hearken unto his voice, and do all
that I speak; then I will be an
enemy unto thine enemies, and an
adversary unto thine adversaries.

23 For Mine angel shall go before
thee, and bring thee in unto the
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, and the Canaanite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I
will cut them off.
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Devarim chapter 11
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22 For if ye shall diligently keep all
this commandment which |
command you, to do it, to love the
LORD your God, to walk in all His
ways, and to cleave unto Him,
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See also Yehoshua 1:1-9
V. Am Yisrael’s reaction:

Devarim chapter 1
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23 then will the LORD drive out all
these nations from before you, and
ye shall dispossess nations greater
and mightier than yourselves.

24 Every place whereon the sole of
your foot shall tread shall be yours:
from the wilderness, and Lebanon,
from the river, the river Euphrates,
even unto the hinder sea shall be
your border.

18 And I commanded you at that time
all the things which ye should do.

19 And we journeyed from Horeb, and
went through all that great and
dreadful wilderness which ye saw, by
the way to the hill-country of the
Amorites, as the LORD our God
commanded us; and we came to
Kadesh-barnea.

20 And I said unto you: 'Ye are come
unto the hill-country of the Amorites,
which the LORD our God giveth unto

us.

21 Behold, the LORD thy God hath set
the land before thee; go up, take
possession, as the LORD, the God of
thy fathers, hath spoken unto thee; fear
not, neither be dismayed.’

22 And ye came near unto me every
one of you, and said: 'Let us send men
before us, that they may search the
land for us, and bring us back word of
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the way by which we must go up, and
the cities unto which we shall come.’

23 And the thing pleased me well; and
I took twelve men of you, one man for
every tribe;

24 and they turned and went up into the
mountains, and came unto the valley of
Eshcol, and spied it out.

25 And they took of the fruit of the
land in their hands, and brought it
down unto us, and brought us back
word, and said: 'Good is the land
which the LORD our God giveth unto
us.’

26 Yet ye would not go up, but rebelled
against the commandment of the
LORD your God;

27 and ye murmured in your tents, and
said: '‘Because the LORD hated us, He
hath brought us forth out of the land of
Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of
the Amorites, to destroy us.

28 Whither are we going up? our
brethren have made our heart to melt,
saying: The people is greater and taller
than we; the cities are great and
fortified up to heaven; and moreover
we have seen the sons of the Anakim
there.’

29 Then I said unto you: 'Dread not,
neither be afraid of them.

30 The LORD your God who goeth
before you, He shall fight for you,
according to all that He did for you in
Egypt before your eyes;

31 and in the wilderness, where thou
hast seen how that the LORD thy God
bore thee, as a man doth bear his son,
in all the way that ye went, until ye
came unto this place.
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Bamidbar chapter 14

NN DD L DTYN-99 NP N 1 And all the congregation lifted up
s L) e TR Rl their voice, and cried; and the people

A ﬂ?’?:-l ,OY7) 192N $D?1P wept that I{ight.
N3 55 NINN- by] nYn- -5y 3399y A 2 And all the children of Israel

murmured against Moses and against
-I‘T” - bD D-le 1'1)32‘{’1 bN.W)’ Aaron; and the whole congrega%ion
92792 IN,DYI8N NIND 1)]'])3 -39 said unto them: 'Would that we had
ANN- w TN died in the land of Egypt! or would
we had died in this wilderness!
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7 And they spoke unto all the
congregation of the children of Israel,
saying: 'The land, which we passed
through to spy it out, is an exceeding
good land.

8 If the LORD delight in us, then He
will bring us into this land, and give it
unto us--a land which floweth with
milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not against the LORD,
neither fear ye the people of the land,;
for they are bread for us; their
defence is removed from over them,
and the LORD is with us; fear them
not.’

10 But all the congregation bade
stone them with stones, when the
glory of the LORD appeared in the
tent of meeting unto all the children
of Israel. {P}

11 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'How long will this people despise
Me? and how long will they not
believe in Me, for all the signs which
I have wrought among them?

12 [ will smite them with the
pestilence, and destroy them, and will
make of thee a nation greater and
mightier than they.’

13 And Moses said unto the LORD:
'When the Egyptians shall hear--for
Thou broughtest up this people in
Thy might from among them--



