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1800-1865

Difficult Life: Mother died when he was 14. He tried to learn
watchmaking and making spaghetti to help make a living for the family.

His wife died she was young. Two children of his died in their youth.

Started writing poetry in Hebrew and ltalian when he was eight. Went
through Sha”s twice before age eighteen.

Taught at modern Orthodox rabbinical Seminary in Padua most of his
adult life. But was he Orthodox according to today’s standards?
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Religious Enlightenment.

Wrote 13 books in Italian; 20 in Hebrew.

Grammar, poetry, liturgy.

Anti-Reform.

Anti Documentary Hypothesis.

Anti-kabbalah.

Taamei ha-mikra.

Voluminous correspondent.

Torah commentary in Hebrew published posthumously.



Shadal’s ditty on Hirsch
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Commentary on the beginning of parashat
Noach
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Throughout the Noah story we find
the divine names YHVH and Elohim
mixed up in such a way that totally
disproves the claim of those who say
that Moses found various ancient
“scrolls” [and combined them into
one document] and that the sections
using the name Elohim were written
in one generation by specific people
and the ones using the name YHVH
by others in a different generation.. .
Contemporary scholars have
expended much energy on these
studies and have come up with
nothing.



Documentary Hypothesis on Genesis 7-8

o 23 Al existence on earth was blotted out—man, cattle, creeping things, and birds of the
sky; they were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the
ark. 24 And when the waters had swelled on the earth one hundred and fifty days, ! God
remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark, and
God caused a wind to blow across the earth, and the waters subsided. 2 The fountains of
the deep and the floodgates of the sky were stopped up, and the rain from the sky was
held back; 3 the waters then receded steadily from the earth. At the end of one hundred
and fifty days the waters diminished, 4 so that in the seventh month, on the seventeenth
day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. °The waters went on
diminishing until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first of the month, the tops
of the mountains became visible. ® At the end of forty days, Noah opened the window of
the ark that he had made 7 and sent out the raven: it went to and fro until the waters had
dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out the dove to see whether the waters had
decreased from the surface of the ground.



Commentary on Gen 8:21
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The Lord smelled the pleasing odour
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“The Lord smelled the pleasing (nIN"N)
odour”: nIN" comes from the root -1-]
N, as in the phrase (Ezek. 16:42), “When
| have satisfied ('nmintani) My fury upon

ou and My rage has departed from you
Ythen | will be tranquil; I will be angry no
more].” In other words, a sacrifice that
calms God’s anger. (Coccejus [a Dutch
theologian, 1603-1669]).

A phrase of this nature has to be
understood according to the principle,
“the Torah speaks in the language of
human beings,” in other words
according to the level of human
understanding in the generation when
the prophet lived.



Commentary on Gen 8:21 (cont.)
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Consider: Samuel the prophet said to Saul (I
Sam. 15:22), “Does the Lord delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices as much as in
obedience to the Lord’s command? Surely,
obedience is better than sacrifice.” From
that time onwards, we find that this
understanding was widespread among the
Israelites. For example, King David said (Ps.
51:18), “You do not want me to bring
sacrifices; You [God} do not desire burnt
offerings” and (Ps. 50:12), “Were | [God]
hungr(}/, | would not tell you” and (Ps. 40:7),
“You do not ask for burnt offering and sin
offering.” All the prophets in the days of
the kings promulgated this idea.


https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Shemuel%20I/15.22
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Tehillim/51.18
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Tehillim/50.12
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Tehillim/40.7

Commentary on Gen 8:21 (cont.)
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Accordingly, it is as clear as day
that the Pentateuch could not
have been written in the days of
the kings, or any time after the
days of Samuel. For the Torah
spoke in the idiom of people
whose minds were at a much
lower level than the minds of the
Israelites in the days of the kings.



Shadal emends vocalization
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Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the LORD
God, the God of Israel.
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NJPS translation text: Then a spirit carried me away, and behind me |

heard a great roaring sound: “Blessed is the Presence of the LORD, in
His place,”

NJPS translation footnote: Then a spirit carried me away, and behind
me | heard a great roaring sound as the Presence of the LORD rose
from where it stood.



Shadal’s emendation of Ezekiel 3:12
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Yechezkel/10.4
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Yechezkel/15
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Yechezkel/17

Samaritan (Paleo-Hebrew) alphabet
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Shadal’s innovative understanding of 1wyl
VAW
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All that the LORD has spoken we will do and we will hear.
Or
All that the LORD has spoken we will do and we will obey.



1S 3271 79 2 mitzvah?
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Shadal: As ibn Ezra wrote, this is a
blessing, and not a
commandment, both in Gen 1 and
in Gen 9. Notice that the rabbis
did not consider being fruitful and
multiplying as one of the Noahide
commandments. So whether we
like it or not, we have to admit
that ibn Ezra is correct that the
rabbis attached the mitzvah of
procreating to this verse simply as
an asmakhta, a mnemonic device.



1S 3271 179 @ mitzvah? (cont.)
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Even if it not an explicit mitzvah, we
know that it is God’s desire that the
species should continue.

... The prophets did not have to
speak of this, since in their days
everybody wanted to have many
children.

Nevertheless, the classical rabbis
wisely chose to count procreation as
one of the mitzvot, for certainly it is
God’s will that humans procreate.



|S 3271 1719 @ mitzvah? (cont.)

NLYNNIYD [21NN NN VDA
NIXNY P1TN NIYYT? DIXIN ,NNIRN
AT

,0NMIYNAI ONAa YNAY Nl

nNN'N DNAEN DNYNATX NNy
ITANY 11D ,071VN N NTAIXK NNIXRN
.DMIXYI 02172 0'12 NNAD INDWII

Particularly when our nation
shrank in size after the destruction
[of the second Temple] the rabbis
had to strengthen this mitzvah.

Blessed be He who chose them
[the classical rabbis] and their
teachings. Were it not for their
prohibitions and decrees our
nation would have disappeared
off the face of the earth, as so
many large and powerful nations
disappeared.
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