Challenges within the IDF, Rav Aviad Tabory
1. Rambam Hilkhot Shemitta 13:13

Why did the Levites not receive a portion in the inheritance of Eretz Yisrael and in the
spoils of war like their brethren? Because they were set aside to serve God and
minister unto Him and to instruct people at large in His just paths and righteous
judgments, as [Devarim 33:10] states:” They will teach Your judgments to Jacob and
Your Torah to Israel."

Therefore, they were set apart from the ways of the world. They do not wage war like
the remainder of the Jewish people, nor do they receive an inheritance, nor do they
acquire for themselves through their physical power. Instead, they are God's legion,
as [ibid.:11]: states: "God has blessed His legion" and He provides for them, as
[Bamidbar18:20] states: "l am your portion and your inheritance."

Not only the tribe of Levi, but any one of the inhabitants of the world whose spirit
generously motivates him and he understands with his wisdom to set himself aside
and stand before God to serve Him and minister to Him and to know God, proceeding
justly as God made him, removing from his neck the yoke of the many reckonings
which people seek, he is sanctified as holy of holies. God will be His portion and
heritage forever and will provide what is sufficient for him in this world like He provides
for the priests and the Levites.
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3. Rav Shlomo Yosef Zevin

When actual lives are at stake, may we rely on miracles? In 1929 during the Hebron
Massacre ... didn’t young students of the yeshiva, whose holiness shone like stars in
the sky, fall before the malicious enemy? Please, did these martyrs need protection or
not? ...If you understand that the scholars need protection in relatively peaceful times
and are exempt from building the protective walls, what consequence has this when
compared to a life-and-death struggle, a war which is a mitzvah and in which all are
obligated? The defense authorities ordered everyone to cover all windows as
protection against shattering glass in case of an air raid. Would anyone think that some
rabbis will not do so, claiming, “Rabbis do not need protection?” ...Why did rabbis
leave areas under enemy fire along with the rest of the general population? Why did
they not rely on this maxim?

4. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 32b
Rabbi Yochanan said: "A kohen who has killed someone may not raise his hands,
since it says (Yeshayahu 1:15), “When you spread your hands, | will ignore you...]
your hands have been filled with blood."



5. Rambam Tefilah and Birkat Kohanim ,15,1-3

There are six factors that prevent [a priest] from reciting the priestly blessings...
transgressions

. what is implied? A priest who killed someone should never recite the priestly
blessings, even if he repents
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9. Rambam Hilchot Milchama 7:4
In which instances are the above-mentioned individuals sent away from the
battlefront? In a milchemet hareshut. By contrast, in a milchemet mitzvah, the entire
nation must go out to war, even a groom from his chamber, and a bride from her
pavilion.

10.Ha’amek Davar, Bamidbar 25:10

Any act of violence, even if done entirely 'Sheim Shamayim, has a corrupting influence
on the soul of the one who carries out the act; and HaKadosh Baruch Hu, who fathoms
the full depth of human motives, knew that Pinchas’s act stemmed purely from
tremendous love of Klal Yisrael. Knowing that Pinchas’s intention in slaying the
Midianite woman and the nasi of the Tribe of Shimon was purely to save the nation
from sin and punishment and that this giant of a man gained no personal satisfaction
whatsoever from it, HaKadosh Baruch Hu deemed Pinchas worthy of this special
treatment.



