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Sacrificing on the Dining Room Table
Rabbanit Leah Sarna | Torah In Motion | X"5wn;170°1

1. Leviticus 2:1-13

When a person presents an offering of meal to the LORD,
his offering shall be of choice flour; he shall pour oil upon it,
lay frankincense on it, and present it to Aaron’s sons, the
priests. The priest shall scoop out of it a handful of its choice
flour and oil, as well as all of its frankincense; and this token
portion he shall turn into smoke on the altar, as an offering
by fire, of pleasing odor to the LORD. And the remainder of
the meal offering shall be for Aaron and his sons, a most
holy portion from the LORD’s offerings by fire. When you
present an offering of meal baked in the oven, [it shall be of]
choice flour: unleavened cakes with oil mixed in, or
unleavened wafers spread with oil. If your offering is a meal
offering on a griddle, it shall be of choice flour with oil
mixed in, unleavened. Break it into bits and pour oil on it; it
is a meal offering. If your offering is a meal offering in a
pan, it shall be made of choice flour in oil. When you
present to the LORD a meal offering that is made in any of
these ways, it shall be brought to the priest who shall take it
up to the altar. The priest shall remove the token portion
from the meal offering and turn it into smoke on the altar as
an offering by fire, of pleasing odor to the LORD. And the
remainder of the meal offering shall be for Aaron and his
sons, a most holy portion from the LORD’s offerings by fire.
No meal offering that you offer to the LORD shall be made
with leaven, for no leaven or honey may be turned into
smoke as an offering by fire to the LORD. You may bring
them to the LORD as an offering of choice products; but
they shall not be offered up on the altar for a pleasing odor.
You shall season your every offering of meal with salt;
you shall not omit from your meal offering the salt of
your covenant with God; with all your offerings you
must offer salt.
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2.Mishneh Torah, Things Forbidden on the Altar 5:11-13

It is a positive commandment to salt all the sacrifices before
they are brought up to the altar, as [Leviticus 2:13] states:
"On all of your sacrifices you shall offer salt." There are no
entities that are offered on the altar without salt except the
wine libations, the blood, and the wood. This matter was
conveyed by the Oral Tradition, but there is no explicit verse
to rely on. It is a mitzvah to salt the meat very thoroughly
like one salts meat before roasting it, in which instance one
turns over the limbs and salts it. If, however, one applies
even the slightest amount of salt, even one grain, it is
acceptable.

If one offered a sacrifice without any salt at all, he is liable for
lashes, as [the above verse] states: "You shall not withhold
salt, the covenant of your God." Even though he receives
lashes, the sacrifice is valid and is accepted with the
exception of the meal offering. For salt is an absolute
necessity when taking a fistful of the meal offering, as [the
above verse] states: "You shall not withhold salt, the
covenant of your God from your meal offering."

The salt which is used to salt all of the sacrifices should be
communal property like the wood. A private individual
should not bring salt or wood for his sacrifice from his home.
There are three places where salt is stored for the sacrificial
service: in the Chamber of Salt, on the ramp [ascending to
the altar], and on the top of the altar itself. In the Chamber
of Salt, the hides of the sacrificial animals would be salted.
On the ramp, the limbs would be salted and on the top of the
altar, the fistful of meal [taken from the meal offering], the
frankincense [from the Showbread], the meal offerings
which are burnt, and a fowl brought as a burnt offering are
salted.

3.Berakhot 5a

And that is the statement of Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish, as

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: The word covenant is used

with regard to salt, and the word covenant is used with
regard to afflictions. The word covenant is used with

regard to salt, as it is written: “The salt of the covenant with

your God should not be excluded from your meal-offering;

with all your sacrifices you must offer salt” (Leviticus 2:13). And
the word covenant is used with regard to afflictions, as it is
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written: “These are the words of the covenant”

(Deuteronomy 28:69). Just as, in the covenant mentioned
with regard to salt, the salt sweetens the taste of the meat
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and renders it edible, so too in the covenant mentioned with

regard to suffering, the suffering cleanses a person’s

transgressions, purifying him for a more sublime existence.

4. Sefer HaChinukh 119:2

We have already said in the commandment of the building
of the [Temple] (Sefer HaChinukh 95) that it is from the
roots of the commandment of the sacrifice to render fit and
straighten the soul of the one who offers it. And therefore
in order to arouse the soul of the one who offers, he is
commanded offering things that are good, pleasant and
beloved to him - and as we wrote above. And the salt in it
is also from this root, so that his action be complete, [that]
it not lack anything according to the practice of people;
since then will his heart be more aroused. As anything
without salt is not pleasant to a person - not its flavor and
not even its smell. And besides this, there is another matter
hinted to with salt, as salt preserves everything and saves
from spoiling and rotting. And so [too,] with the
procedure of the sacrifice, a man is saved from loss,
preserves his soul and will remain in existence forever.

5a. Berakhot 54b

And Rav Yehuda said: There are three matters
which, when one who prolongs their duration, they
extend a person’s days and years. They are: One
who prolongs his prayer, one who prolongs his
mealtime at the table, and one who prolongs his time
in the bathroom.

5b. Berakhot 55a

As for the virtue of prolonging one’s mealtime at the
table, which Rav Yehuda mentioned, the Gemara
explains: Perhaps a poor person will come during the
meal and the host will be in a position to give him food
immediately, without forcing the poor person to wait. The
Sages elsewhere praised a person who acts appropriately at
a meal, as it is written: “The altar, three cubits high
and the length thereof, two cubits, was of wood, and so
the corners thereof; the length thereof, and the walls
thereof, were also of wood” (Ezekiel 41:22), and it is
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written in the continuation of that verse: “And he said
unto me: This is the table that is before the Lord.”
The language of this verse is difficult, as it begins with
the altar and concludes with the table. Rather, Rabbi
Yohanan and Rabbi Elazar both say: As long as the
Temple stood, the altar atoned for Israel’s
transgressions. Now that it is destroyed, a person’s table
atones for his transgressions.

6. Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayyim 167:5

One should not break bread until salt or a condiment he
plans to eat with the bread are brought before him.

If the bread is "clean" (made from higher quality flour - like
bread nowadays) or if the bread is already seasoned with
spices or salt, like we do, or if he intends on eating the
bread without anything, he does not need to wait.

Note: However, it is a commandment to bring salt to every
table before breaking the bread because the table is
compared to the Altar and eating is comparing to offering a
sacrifice, and the verse says, "With all your sacrifices you
should offer salt" (Leviticus 2:13), and this protects us from
tragedies.

7. Mishnah Berurah 167:30

"Similar to the Altar" - This is similar to what the Gemara
says: while in the days of the Temple, the Altar would
atone for people’s sins, nowadays, a person's table helps
him get atonement (that he gives food from his table to
poor people).

8. Berakhot 40a

Rava bar Shmuel said in the name of Rabbi Hiyya:
One who breaks bread is not permitted to break it
until they bring salt or relish before each and every
one seated at the table. However, the Gemara relates that
Rava bar Shmuel himself happened to come to the
House of the Exilarch. They brought him bread,
which he immediately broke, without waiting for them
to bring salt or relish. They said to him: Did the Master
reconsider his halakhic ruling? He said to them:
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Although poor quality bread requires salt in order to give
the bread flavor, and therefore one must wait before
breaking bread, this refined bread served in the House of

the Exilarch needs no salt, and does not require waiting.

9. Tosafot on Berakhot 40a

We do not have the practice to bring salt or other
condiments because our bread is high quality and
therefore one does not need to wait for a condiment.
Rebbi Menachem however, was extremely particular to
bring salt to the table. As it states in the Midrash
"When Israel sit at table and wait for one another
without Mitzvos, to wash their hands' the Satan
accuses them (of doing nothing); and it is the covenant
of salt that protects them.

10. Mishnah Avot 3:3

Rabbi Shimon says: Three who ate at one table and did
not say upon it words of Torah - it is as if they ate from
the offerings of the dead, as it is said (Isaiah 28:8): "For
all of the tables are full of vomit and feces without the
Omnipresent."

However, three who ate at one table and said upon it
words of Torah - it is as if they ate from the table of the
Omnipresent, blessed be He, as it is said (Ezekiel 41:22):
"And he said to me, this is the table that is before the
Lord."

11a. Pesachim 114a

Mishnah: They brought before him matza and hazeret
and haroset, and at least two cooked dishes in honor of
the Festival. The tanna comments that this was the
practice, although eating haroset is not a mitzva but
merely a custom. Rabbi Eliezer ben Tzadok says:
Actually, it is a mitzva to eat haroset. And in the period
when the Temple stood and they offered the Paschal
lamb, they brought before him the body of the Paschal
lamb.

11b. Pesachim 114b
The Gemara asks: What are these two cooked foods
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mentioned in the mishna? Rav Huna said: Beets and
rice. Hizkiya said: The two cooked foods can even be
fish and the egg that that was fried on it. Rav Yosef
said: One requires two types of meat on Passover night,
one in remembrance of the Paschal lamb and the other
one in remembrance of the Festival peace-offering,
which was also eaten on Passover night. Ravina said:
For the two cooked foods one may use even the meat on
the bone and the gravy in which it was cooked.
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