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Similarities __ |Differences

The opening: NS 9o By The first dream is a repeated fantasy (v
D 93993 T3S IR m>?%2°20wn) while the second one is the
result of their consummation

Only in the second dream was the man
ever looking for the woman

Same characters: woman, In the first, the woman wanted to find

man, benot yerushalayim, Eércr; zg‘igédwails Slhe could, while in the
guards =Y

Man is missing and she goes She is the initiator in the first one—she
to look for him: goes out because of her own feelings. In

the second one, she goes to look for him
N1 PR/ "IN onnp only after he entreated her and aroused
her desire for him.

S LG TS TR S 1 G T R V2R She finds him at the end of dream
PARZA KD one, but doesn’t find him in dream 2.

She is found by the guards In dream one she tries to make use of
the shomrim—in the second one, she

doesn’t turn to them at all and they end
up hurting her.

She ends with a plea to BY  RUTB2LURIR:)E
Dream 1: she makes them swear not to

awaken the love

Dream 2: she asks them to tell him that
she is lovesick , they are her
messengers

Comparison

of the Two
Dreams




Rashi 5:2-8: A Metaphor for Second Temple Peried
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Modern Metaphor-R. Soloveitchik Fate and Destiny
(Kol Dodi Dofek)

“Precisely on that very night, a strange, stubborn, indolence overcame her. For a brief moment the fire
of longing that had burned so brightly was dimmed, the fierce passion ebbed, her emotions were stilled,
her dreams, extinguished. The maiden refused to descend from her bed. She did not open the door of
the tent...The maiden proved stubborn and lazy and rained down a multitude of excuses and
rationalizations to account for her peculiar behavior...It is true that after a brief delay the maiden awoke
from her slumber and confused and startled, leapt from her bed to welcome her beloved...but she arose
too late...The saga of her passionate quest began anew. She is still wandering amidst the shepherd’s
tents—searching for her beloved.

“Eight years ago, in the midst of a night of terror filled with the horrors of Maidanek, Treblinka, and
Buchenwald, in a night of gas chambers and crematoria, in a night of absolute divine self-concealment
(hester panim muchlat), in a night ruled by the satan of doubt and apostasy which sought to sweep the
maiden from her house into the Christian church, in a night of continuous searching, of questing for the
Beloved—in that very night the Beloved appeared. “God who conceals Himself in His dazzling
hiddenness” suddenly manifested Himself and began to knock at the tent of his despondent and
disconsolate love, twisting convulsively on her bed, suffering the pains of hell. As a result of the knocks
on the door of the maiden, wrapped in mourning, the State of Israel was born! (pp. 24-235)

e
Destiny
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o The first knock was political; the alliance of the United States and USSR to vote
for the existence of the Jewish State.

® The second was military; the victory of the tiny Jewish forces, handicapped by
an arms embargo and massively outnumbered.

o The third was theological; the refutation of Christian doctrine by demonstrating
that the Jewish people will again be a vibrant player on the world stage.

o The fourth was sociological; the fact that Jews from around the world felt proud
to be Jewish and free to re-engage with their Jewish identity.

o The fifth was an international change of attitude due to the birth of the State of
Israel; the fact that Jews had a position of power and a homeland meant that
Jewish blood could no longer be spilt freely and without fear of retribution.

o The sixth and final knock was the influx of exiles; the return to Israel of Jews

from across the world.
[Paraphrase from R. Rakkefet|




“What was our reaction to the voice of Beloved that knocketh, to God’s bounteous kindnesses
and wonders? Did we descend from our couches and immediately open the door? Or did we
like the Shulammite maiden, continue to rest and tarry rather than descend from our beds?...

We have been remiss and our guilt is great. It is precisely Orthodox Jews, more than all other
American Jews, who bear the burden of guilt for the slow pace of conquest through taking
possession. The obligation to pay close attention to the “voice of my Beloved” that knocketh and
to respond to Him immediately with mighty deeds and undertakings devolves precisely upon us
who are faithful to traditional Judaism...When the “desolate wife”, who had awaited us with
such yearning and for so long, invited us, her sons, to come and redeem her from her desolate
condition, and when the Beloved, who had watched over the desolation for almost nineteen
hundred years, and Who had decreed that not a tree would flourish there, that no springs would
fructify its ground, knocked on the doors of His love, the maiden—we religious Jews—did not
rush to descend from her couch and let in her Beloved. Had we built a dense network of
settlements throughout the entire length of the land, from FEilat to Dan, then our situation would
be entirely different...can we not hear, in our own concern for the peace and security of the land
of Israel today, the knocking of the Beloved pleading with His love that she let Him enter?

He has already been knocking for more than eight years and still has not received a proper
response; nevertheless, He continues to knock.” (35-41)
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Kol Dodi

(composition and words by

Yishai Ribo)
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