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Stones and Stories #6 
David’s City 

Outline of Samuel II 
1 Mourning for Saul and Jonathan 

2 – 4 Battle with Saul’s camp for control of Israel  

5 – 6 Conquest of Jerusalem, bringing ark to Jerusalem 

7 – 10 Fighting enemies 

11 Adultery with Batsheva 

12 Natan confronts David, David repents, his child with Batsheva dies 

13 -14 Amnon’s rape of Tamar, Avshalom’s murder of Amnon, flight and return 

15 – 19 Avshalom’s rebellion, David’s flight, Avshalom’s defeat 

20 Sheva ben Bichri’s rebellion 

21 Givonim and Rizpah bat Ayah 

22 -23 Songs and lists 

24 Purchase of the Temple Mount 

 

Timeline of The City of David 
3150 – 1200 BCE Canaanite Period 

Circa 1800 tunnel and spring house water system 

1200 – 1000 Jebusite Period 

1000 King David conquers Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

960 King Solomon builds the First Temple 

725 King Hezekiah digs Hezekiah’s tunnel to prepare for the Assyrian attack 

597 Babylonians exile King Jehoiachin and the elite of the land 

586 Babylonians destroy the Temple and send a second group into exile 

539 Cyrus the Great of Persia allows rebuilding of ancient temples, beginning of 
the return to Zion  
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Conquering the City 
 עבַשֶׁ הדָוּהְי לעַ sלַמָ ןוֹרבְחֶבְּ )ה( :sלָמָ הָנשָׁ םיעִבָּרְאַ וֹכלְמָבְּ דִודָּ הָנשָׁ םישcִׁשְׁ ןבֶּ )ד(  ה ב לאומש
 sלֶמֶּהַ sלֵֶיַּו )ו( :הדָוּהיִו לאֵרָשְִׂי לכָּ לעַ הָנשָׁ שcׁשְָׁו םישcִׁשְׁ sלַמָ םלִַשָׁוּריבִוּ םישִׁדָחֳ השָּׁשְִׁו םיִנשָׁ
 םירְִועִהַ �רְיסִהֱ םאִ יכִּ הָנּהֵ אוֹבתָ אc רֹמאלֵ דִודָלְ רמֶאֹיַּו ץרֶאָהָ בשֵׁוֹי יסִבְֻיהַ לאֶ םלִַשָׁוּרְי וישָָׁנאֲַו
 םוֹיּבַּ דִודָּ רמֶאֹיַּו )ח( :דִודָּ ריעִ איהִ ןוֹיּצִ תדַצֻמְ תאֵ דִודָּ דֹכּלְִיַּו )ז( :הָנּהֵ דִודָ אוֹבָי אc רֹמאלֵ םיחִסְפִּהְַו

 וּרמְאֹי ןכֵּ לעַ דִודָּ שׁפֶֶנ יאֵֻנשְׂ >ואנש< םירְִועִהַ תאְֶו םיחִסְפִּהַ תאְֶו רוֹנּצִּבַּ עגִַּיְו יסִבְֻי הכֵּמַ לכָּ אוּההַ
 אוֹלּמִּהַ ןמִ ביבִסָ דִודָּ ןבִֶיַּו דִודָּ ריעִ הּלָ ארָקְִיַּו הדָצֻמְּבַּ דִודָּ בשֵֶׁיַּו )ט( :תִיבָּהַ לאֶ אוֹבָי אc חַסֵּפִוּ רֵוּעִ
 דִודָּ לאֶ םיכִאָלְמַ רֹצ sלֶמֶ םרָיחִ חלַשְִׁיַּו )אי( :וֹמּעִ תוֹאבָצְ יהcֵאֱ ’הַו לוֹדגְָו sוֹלהָ דִודָּ sלֵֶיַּו )י( :התְָיבָָו
:דִודָלְ תִיבַ וּנבְִיַּו ריקִ ןבֶאֶ ישֵׁרָחְָו ץעֵ ישֵׁרָחְָו םיזִרָאֲ יצֵעֲַו  

Samuel II 5:4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned 
forty years.  

In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem 
he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.  

The king and his men set out for Jerusalem against the Jebusites who inhabited 
the region. David was told, “You will never get in here! Even the blind and the 
lame will turn you back.” (They meant: David will never enter here.)  

But David captured the stronghold of Zion; it is now the City of David.  

On that occasion David said, “Those who attack the Jebusites shall reach the 
water channel and [strike down] the lame and the blind, who are hateful to 
David.” That is why they say: “No one who is blind or lame may enter the House.”  

David occupied the stronghold and renamed it the City of David; David also 
fortified the surrounding area, from the Millo inward. 

Building a Palace 
 דִודָּ עמַשְִׁיַּו דִודָּ־תאֶ שׁקֵּבַלְ םיתִּשְׁלִפְּ־לכָ וּלעֲַיַּו לאֵרָשְִׂי־לעַ sלֶמֶלְ דִודָּ־תאֶ חּשְׁמָ־יכִּ םיתִּשְׁלִפְ וּעמְשְִׁיַּו
  ׃הדָֽוּצמְּהַ־לאֶ דרֵֶיַּו

Samuel II 5:  17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king 
over Israel, the Philistines marched up in search of David; but David heard of it, 
and he went down to the fastness. 

The Shiloach Inscription 
... the tunnel ... and this is the story of the tunnel while ...the axes were against 
each other and while three cubits were left to (cut?) ... the voice of a man ...called 
to his counterpart, (for) there was ZADA in the rock, on the right ... and on the 
day of the tunnel (being finished) the stonecutters struck each man towards his 
counterpart, ax against ax and flowed water from the source to the pool for 1,200 
cubits. and (100?)cubits was the height over the head of the stonecutters ... 


