
Spain 2016
with Dr. Marc Shapiro

June 28 - July 6, 2016
ITINERARY

(subject to change)

The tour begins at 1:00 pm with a tour of the famous Prado Museum. The Prado collection, with 
around 9,000 paintings, is one of the world’s most important and boasts names such as Titian, El 
Greco, Rubens, Velázquez, and Goya.

Following this, we will have a walking tour around the heart of the old city through the Puerta del Sol, 
the Plaza Mayor, Mercado de San Miguel, the former City Hall, and the Royal Opera House. We will 
also learn about the Jewish past of the city of Madrid.

Accommodations : Hotel Intercontinental

Wednesday 29 June : Madrid, Toledo, Cordoba

In the morning, we will travel to Toledo which, in medieval times, was the most important city in 
Spain, as well as the home of great rabbis such as R. Asher ben Jehiel. Two important synagogues 
survive in the old Jewish quarter. We will also visit the shops that sell swords, sabres, and daggers, a 
craft that Toledo was famous for in medieval times.

After the tour,  we drive to Cordoba, at times travelling on sections of what is known as the  
Don Quixote route. On the way, we will visit the Windmills in Consuegra, made famous by Cervantes.

Accommodations : Hotel Eurostar Palace  

Thursday 30 June : Cordoba, Seville, Gibraltar

We start in the morning with a walking tour in Cordoba. This city was the capital of the Al Andalus 
kingdom, when Spain was ruled by the Muslims. Cordoba is famous as the birthplace of Maimonides 
(commemorated here by a statue), and was also one of the places R. Abraham Ibn Ezra lived. We will 
visit the old Jewish quarter and synagogue, as well the museum that has recently been established, 
where we will have the chance to hear a Ladino music show. We will also visit the beautiful mosque.

After lunch, we will continue our journey to Seville, a beautiful city with an old history – Judah Halevi 
lived here  – and a tiny Jewish community. We will tour the Santa Cruz quarter, which is part of the 
old Jewish city, and visit the Alcazar, the royal palace. It was in Seville that the infamous Inquisition 
first began its operations in 1481. After our tour, we will travel to Gibraltar.

Accommodations : Sunborn Yacht Hotel 

Tuesday 28 June : Madrid



Today we will have a wonderful tour of Gibraltar, a British enclave in Spain, which has had a strong 
Jewish community for hundreds of years. We will visit the rock of Gibraltar, see the famous monkeys, 
and then move on to the Great Siege Tunnels, St. Michael’s Cave, the Pillars of Hercules, and other 
fascinating sites. After some time to relax, we head to the synagogue to welcome Shabbat.  

Accommodations : Sunborn Yacht Hotel

Saturday 2 July : Gibraltar  

Shabbat in Gibraltar is something to remember. With around 30,000 people, the Jewish community 
of 700 plays an important part in the life of this British outpost. After tefillah, there will be time to 
rest, followed by a class by Dr. Shapiro on a Torah subject relevant to Spain. We will also have a walk-
ing tour in the center of Gibraltar.

Accommodations : Sunborn Yacht Hotel 

Sunday 3 July : Gibraltar, Malaga, Granada

In the morning, we will travel to Granada. On the way, we will make a quick stop in Malaga. Malaga is 
the birthplace of Ibn Gabirol the poet and Picasso the painter. After a panoramic tour of the city, we 
will visit the Picasso Museum. Afterwards, we will head to Granada.

Granada was an important Jewish city in medieval times, home to many outstanding figures, includ-
ing R. Samuel ha-Nagid. We will visit the magnificent Alhambra, a series of palaces and gardens 
built by the Muslim rulers in the fourteenth century. It was also the site where Ferdinand and Isabella 
signed the Expulsion decree in 1492. 

Accommodations : Hotel Fontecruz 

Monday 4 July : Barcelona

After breakfast, we take a short flight to Barcelona, one of the two major centers of Jewish life in Spain.

Today is devoted to touring the beautiful city of Barcelona, both its general and Jewish sites (includ-
ing a medieval synagogue). We will start our tour visiting Gaudi’s La Pedrera. After lunch, we will 
enjoy a walking tour that includes a walk through the Gothic Quarter and the Jewish Quarter.

Barcelona was a center of Jewish life. The city is famous in Jewish history as the location of the dispu-
tation between Nahmanides and Pablo Christiani, among other things; and as part of our walking tour 
of the old city center, we shall see where this took place.

Accommodations : Renaissance Barcelona 

Tuesday 5 July : Barcelona, Gerona, Besalu

Today our first stop is Gerona, famous in Jewish history as the city of Nahmanides and the center  
of medieval Jewish mysticism. This beautiful city has one of the best preserved Jewish quarters in 
Spain and a museum devoted to Jewish life in Gerona. In the afternoon we will travel to Besalu, not 
far from the French border. There we will see the twelfth-century mikveh only discovered in the  
twentieth century. 

Accommodations : Renaissance Barcelona 

Wednesday 6 July : Barcelona  

Breakfast. Transfer to the airport. Departure flight

Friday 1 July : Gibraltar (Shabbat dinner)



Important Trip Information

Please wait for confirmation that the trip has reached the minimum number of participants before 
booking air travel. Please note the start and end point of the trip and book travel accordingly.
Spain begins in Madrid and ends in Barcelona.

Includes: Hotel accommodations; kosher food (3 meals a day); English speaking tour guides.  
All internal and regional travel as per itinerary attached; Airport/hotel transfers as per itinerary; 
Activities as detailed in the itinerary; tips and gratuities.

Excludes: Transatlantic flights. Transportation to and from the airport for those who arrive earlier 
or leave later than the scheduled itinerary. All items of a personal nature (including phone calls, 
laundry, excess baggage).

Insurance: It is strongly recommended that all travelers take out comprehensive insurance to cover 
medical, personal, baggage, cancellation and curtailment as these cannot be covered by Torah in 
Motion or Torah in Motion Travel.  While every effort is made to ensure smooth travels it is best to 
be covered for the unexpected.

Cancellation Fees: Cancellation Fees: Deposits are non-refundable. Cancellations up to 90 days 
prior date tour begins - 75% refund of balance; Cancellations up to 70 days prior date tour begins 
- 50% refund of balance; Cancellations up to 51 days prior to date tour begins no refunds

Price Increases are permitted in this contract. No price increases if paid in full. Until full payment is 
received, prices may increase up to 7% to cover unforeseen costs and/or currency fluctuations. If 
the total price of the travel services is increased and the cumulative price is more than 7% then the 
customer has a right to cancel and get a full refund.

Documentation: Canadian and American Citizens are required to present a valid passport in order 
to enter the destinations on this trip.  Please note that entry to another country may be refused 
even if the required information and travel documents are complete. Passports must be valid for  
6 months from date of return. For travelers who hold other passports, visas may be required.

Living Standards: Please be aware that living standards and practices at the destination and stan-
dards and conditions there with respect to the provision of utilities, services, and accommodation 
may differ from those found in Canada and the United States.

*Note that all hotels and itinerary arrangements are subject to change due to unforeseen circum-
stances. In that case all efforts will be made to substitute those with equivalent or better quality 
items.

Thank you for choosing Torah in Motion Travel!

Have a great trip!

Torah in Motion Travel
3910 Bathurst Street, suite 307  Toronto, Ontario M3H 5Z3 Canada

416.633.5770 • info@torahinmotion.org • torahinmotion.org
TICO REGISTRATION NUMBER: 50022047


